Lighting Candles, Pouring Cups: Leadership Transition in Parashat Pinchas
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1. Bamidbar 27:12-23

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Ascend these heights of
Abarim and view the land that I have given to the Israelite
people. 13 When you have seen it, you too shall be gathered
to your kin, just as your brother Aaron was. 14 For, in the
wilderness of Zin, when the community was contentious, you
disobeyed My command to uphold My sanctity in their sight
by means of the water.” Those are the Waters of
Meribath-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin. 15 Moses spoke
to the LORD, saying, 16 “Let the LORD, Source of the breath
of all flesh, appoint someone over the community 17 who
shall go out before them and come in before them, and who
shall take them out and bring them in,® so that the LORD’s
community may not be like sheep that have no shepherd.” 18
And the LORD answered Moses, “Single out Joshua son of
Nun, an inspired man, and lay your hand upon him. 19 Have
him stand before Eleazar the priest and before the whole
community, and commission him in their sight. 20 Invest him
with some of your authority, so that the whole Israelite
community may obey. 21 But he shall present himself to
Eleazar the priest, who shall on his behalf seek the decision of
the Urim before the LORD. By such instruction they shall go
out and by such instruction they shall come in, he and all the
Israelites, the whole community.” 22 Moses did as the LORD
commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before
Eleazar the priest and before the whole community. 23 He
laid his hands upon him and commissioned him—as the
LORD had spoken through Moses.
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2. Devarim 34:1-5

1 Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to
the summit of Pisgah, opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed
him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan; 2 all Naphtali; the
land of Ephraim and Manasseh; the whole land of Judah as far
as the Western Sea; 3 the Negeb; and the Plain—the Valley of
Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 4 And the
LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, ‘I will assign it to your offspring.’
I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you shall not
cross there.” 5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there,
in the land of Moab, at the command of the LORD.
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3. Devarim 3:23-28

23 I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 24 “O
Lord GOD, You who let Your servant see the first works of
Your greatness and Your mighty hand, You whose powerful
deeds no god in heaven or on earth can equal! 25 Let me, [
pray, cross over and see the good land on the other side of
the Jordan, that good hill country, and the Lebanon.” 26 But
the LORD was wrathful with me on your account and would
not listen to me. The LORD said to me, “Enough! Never
speak to Me of this matter again! 27 Go up to the summit of
Pisgah and gaze about, to the west, the north, the south, and
the east. Look at it well, for you shall not go across yonder
Jordan. 28 Give Joshua his instructions, and imbue him
with strength and courage, for he shall go across at the head
of this people, and he shall allot to them the land that you
may only see.”
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4. Sifrei Bamidbar 27

We find, then, two kinds of "seeings" — one of
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pleasure; the other, of pain. Of Abraham it is written
(Bereshit 13:14) "Lift up your eyes and see, from the
place where you find yourself, etc." — a seeing of
pleasure. Of Moses it is written (Bamidbar 27:12)
"Go up to this Mount Avarim, etc." (Devarim 3:27)
"Go up to the summit of Pisgah, etc." — a seeing of
pain.
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"And Moses spoke to the L-rd to say, etc.": (This is
mentioned) to apprise us of the virtues of the
righteous, that when they are about to die they put
aside their own concerns and occupy themselves
with those of the congregation.
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"and he 'took' Joshua": He "took" him with words,
apprising him of the reward of the leaders of Israel
in the world to come.
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"And you shall place (some) of your glory upon
him": and not all of your glory — whence we derive
"The face of Moses was like the face of the sun; the
face of Joshua was like the face of the moon."
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bereshit/13.14

5. Midrash Rabbah Bamidbar 27

“Let the Lord appoint”: What reason did [Moses] have to
request this need after the ordering of inheritance? It is
simply that since he saw the daughters of Zelophehad
inherit the properties of their father, Moses said, “See it is
the time for me to claim my needs. If daughters inherit, it
is [also] proper for my sons to inherit my glory.” The Holy
One, blessed be He, said to him (in Prov. 27:18), “’He
who tends a fig tree will enjoy its fruit.” Your sons sat
[with] their own [concerns] and were not involved with
Torah [study]. [Whereas] Joshua served you much and
showed you much honor. And he got up early to your
house of meeting and left late. He arranged the benches
and spread out the mats. Since he served you with all of
his ability, he is worthy to serve Israel, so as not to lose
his compensation.” (Numb. 27:18) “Take Joshua bin
Nun,” in order to fulfill what is stated (in Prov. 27:18),
“He who tends a fig tree will enjoy its fruit.”
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Another interpretation of (Numb. 27:16) “Let the Lord,
appoint”: A parable: A king saw an orphan woman [and]
sought to take her for him as a wife. He sent to seek her.
She said, “I am not worthy to marry the king.” He sent to
seek her seven times, but she did not allow it. In the end
she married him. After a time, the king was angry with her
and sought to divorce her. She said, “I did not seek to be
married to you; you sought me. Since this is so and you
have decreed to divorce me and to take another, do not do
to that one like what you did to me.” So is it with the Holy
One, blessed be He: R. Samuel the son of Nahmani said,
“The Holy One, blessed be He, tried for seven days to
persuade Moses from the midst of the burning bush, but
Moses replied, (in Exod. 4:13), ‘Send please, whomever
you will send’; (ibid. 4:10) ‘I am not a man of words,
neither yesterday nor the day before.” This indicates seven
days. After time, the Holy One, blessed be He persuaded
him; and he went as His agent; and He did all of those
miracles through him. In the end, He said to him (in
Numb. 20:12), ‘You shall not bring.” Moses said, ‘Master
of the world, (as in Deut. 3:24), “You who let Your
servant see the first works of Your greatness, etc.” Since
this is so [and] You have decreed against me, do not do
like what You did to me to the one that will go in. Rather
(as in Numb. 27:17), ‘Who shall go out before them and
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Mishlei/27.18
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/27.18
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/27.18
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/4.13
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Shemot/4.10
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/20.12
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/3.24
https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/3.24

come in before them.””
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another vessel.

“and lay your hand upon him,” like one who lights a
candle from a candle. (Numb 27:20) “Invest him with 0% "%an 1ynd — 97ime Ao (0)
your majesty,” like one who pours from one vessel to
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6. Bechor Shor 27:12

Because above it spoke of the topic of inheritance,
as it is written, “when a man dies,” it juxtaposes
here the death of Moses.”
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7. Netziv 27:12

one side was for Israel, and on the other
belonged to Moab, as we will explain.

“Mount Avarim” - For it has two sides, on 777 AR T¥N ,0702Y w0 ww — avmayn o (20)

IRANIW NI ,2ARNAT T 7 21w TR IR
.(un,2%) @27 7902

9. Vezot Ha-berakha | Seeing the Land from Mount Nevo, R. Itiel Gold
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https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/torah/sefer-devarim/parashat-vezot-haberakha/

mabato-shel-moshe
(R Itiel Gold)

Moshe's ascent of the mountain takes place just before the conquest of the land
begins. As mentioned, it is also connected to the beginning of the leadership of
Yehoshua, whose role is to immediately begin taking possession of the land. This
connection, between Moshe's ascent of the mountain and the war under the leadership
of Yehoshua, evokes an obvious association with Israel's war against Amalek at the end
of Parashat Beshalach (Shemot 17:8-13). There too, Moshe and Yehoshua play
different roles: Moshe goes up to the top of the hill, while Yehoshua goes out to lead the
people in war. Moshe performs a spiritual activity of connecting to God on the mountain,
helping the people below to succeed in the physical war. Perhaps a similar process is
taking place here as well: Moshe's spiritual vision was not meant to help him, as the
Ramban explained, but to help Israel take possession of the land.



https://mg.alhatorah.org/Bemidbar/27.17
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/32.49
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