Drisha Spring Series on Emotions in Halakha: Session 2 - Simcha

Psalms 100:2
Worship God in gladness; come before God with shouts of joy.

I.  Simchat Yom Tov- Rejoice Now
II. Mesameach - Bring Joy to Others
IlI. BrSimcha - Service from a place of Joy
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I.  Simchat Yom Tov - To Rejoice or Get Happy at Certain Holidays

1.Mishneh Torah, Rest on a Holiday 6:17-20
The seven days of Passover and the eight days of Sukkot along with the
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other holidays are all forbidden for eulogizing and fasting. And one is
obligated to be joyful and of a good heart on them-he, his children,
his wife, the members of his household and all who accompany him.
As it is stated (Deuteronomy 16:14), '"And you shall rejoice in your
holiday, etc." Even though the joy that is mentioned here is [referring
to] peace offerings—as we explain in the Laws of the Festival
Offering—included in that joy is for him, his children and the members
of his household to rejoice—everyone according to what is fit for him.
The children, for example, should be given parched grain, nuts, and
sweetmeats; the womenfolk should be presented with pretty clothes

and trinkets according to one's means; the menfolk should eat meat
and drink wine, for there is no real rejoicing without the use of meat

and wine (see Pesachim 109a). While eating and drinking, one must
feed the stranger, the orphan, the widow, and other poor
unfortunates. Anyone, however, who locks the doors of his
courtyard and eats and drinks along with his wife and children,
without giving anything to eat and drink to the poor and the
desperate, does not observe a religious celebration but indulges in
the celebration of his stomach. And about such is it stated (Hosea
9:4), "their sacrifices are like the bread of mourners, all who eat it will
be contaminated; for their bread is for their own appetites." Such joy
is a disgrace for them, as it is stated (Malakhi 2:3), "I will spread
dung on your faces, the dung of your festivals." Even though eating

and drinking are included in the positive commandment (of joy on the

holiday), one should not eat and drink the whole entire day. Rather
this is the appropriate measure: All of the people get up early in the

morning [to go] to the synagogues and study halls to pray, and to read
in the Torah about the topic of the day. [Then] they go back home,

eat, and go to the study hall, [where they] read and study until
midday. And after midday, they pray the afternoon prayers and return
to their homes to eat and drink for the rest of the day, until the night.
When one eats and drinks on a festival, he should not be drawn after

wine or joking or light-headedness, and say that the more one can
increase this, the more enhances the commandment of joy. For
drunkenness, much joking and ligh-headedness are not joy, but rather
wildness and foolishness. And we were not commanded about
wildness and foolishness, but rather about joy that has service to
the Maker of everything. As it is stated (Deuteronomy 28:47),
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"because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and with a good
heart, from abundance of all. " Thus you have learned that the service
is to be with joy. But it is impossible to serve God, neither from joking,
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nor from lightheadedness nor from drunkenness.

2.Mishneh Torah, Shofar, Sukkah and Lulav 8:12-15

(12) Although we are required to rejoice on all festivals, there

was special rejoicing in the Temple during the Sukkoth festival,
as it is written: ""You shall rejoice before the Lord your God seven

days" (Leviticus 23:40). How was this done? On the day
preceding the first day of Sukkoth, a raised section for women
and a lower section for men were prepared in the Temple, so that
they might not mix. They began to celebrate at the conclusion of
the first day of the festival. On each day of Hol ha-Mo'ed, the

celebrations began after the daily afternoon sacrifice and
continued for the rest of the day and the entire night.

(13) How was this simcha observed? Flutes were sounded, and
harps, lyres and cymbals were played. Anyone who could play an
instrument, played it; anyone who could sing, sang. They

danced, clapping hands and leaping, each one to the best of his
ability. However, this celebration was not permitted on the

Sabbath or on the first day of the festival.

(14) It was a religious duty to observe this celebration as much as
possible. Ignorant individuals, or anybody who wished [to
participate] took no leading part in it. Only great Jewish scholars,

heads of academies, members of the Sanhedrin, elders, and men
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of piety and good deeds danced, clapped hands, made music and YNV NINTY PRI 19D DIYIN) DOYVIND:

entertained in the Temple in the days of Sukkoth. Everyone else,

men and women, came to watch and listen.

3.Sefer HaChinuch 324:3
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4.R.Kalonymus Kalman Shapira, Erev Pesach 1939 (Also found in Derekh HaMelekh)
When the time comes for the Pesach evening Ma’ariv prayer, you should rejoice in your tremendous fortune, in
the great privilege you have to be engaged in the Avodah of Pesach. You should say to yourself, “My joy is without

And so too from this root is the command(ment of the lulav with its
three [other plants]. As the days of the holiday are days of great joy

for Israel, since it is the time of the gathering of the grain and the fruit
of the tree into the home; and all people rejoice a great rejoicing. And
for this reason it is called the holiday of the gathering (ha’asif). And
God commanded God’s people to make a holiday in front of God at that
time to give them merit, such that the main joy will be for God sake,
may He be blessed. And since joy greatly elicits the physical and makes
one forget the fear of God, God commanded us at that time to take in
our hands things that remind us that all the joy of our heart is for

God’s sake and God’s honor. And it was from His will that the reminder
be from that which brings joy, just as the time is a time of joy - as all of
the words of His mouth are just. And it is well-known that it is the
nature of all of these four species to gladden the hearts of those that
see them.
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bounds that I have been granted the opportunity to achieve my purpose in the world and to be elevated to the

upper spheres. True [ have my problems, both material and spiritual, but for now I discard them, the entire world
is longer important to me. ... My only thought is to praise and glorify his great name and to draw down the Holy

splendor of HKB”H's light into the world, into my own soul and into the souls of my family. . .. he is imbued with
such holiness that he is replete with sorrow when he finishes each word; if only he could go back and recite the

Hallel another 1000 times, he would do so. His whole being is at one with his Creator as he recites words of
incredible sweetness; the Haggadah lying open in front of him. One must endeavor to provide sanctuary for the
holiness of this night, so that it will abide by him for the whole year. . Light is like a seedling; at the beginning
it requires our nurturing and our efforts to foster its growth. ™

I1. To be Mesmeach Others
A.Simchat Yom Tov Redux - What brings true Joy?

1.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Megillat Esther and Chanukah 2:15-17
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15) Similarly, a person is obligated to send two portions of meat,
two other cooked dishes, or two other foods to a friend, as implied
by Esther 9:22, "sending portions of food one to another - i.e., two
portions to one friend. Whoever sends portions to many friends is

praiseworthy. If one does not have the means to send presents of
food to a friend, one should exchange one's meal with him, each one
sending the other what they had prepared for the Purim feast and in
this way fulfill the mitzvah of sending presents of food to one's
friends.

16)One is obligated to distribute charity to the poor on the day of
Purim. At the very least, to give each of two poor people one
present, be it money, cooked dishes, or other foods, as implied by
Esther 9:22 ngifts to the poor - i.e., two gifts to two poor people.

We should not be discriminating in selecting the recipients of these

Purim gifts. Instead, one should give to whomever stretches out his
hand. Money given to be distributed on Purim should not be used for

other charitable purposes.

17) It is preferable for a person to be more liberal with his donations

to the poor than to be lavish in his preparation of the Purim feast or
in sending portions to his friends. For there is no greater and more

splendid happiness than to gladden the hearts of the poor, the
orphans, the widows, and the converts.

One who brings happiness to the hearts of these unfortunate
individuals resembles the Divine Presence, which Isaiah 57:15
describes as having the tendency "'to revive the spirit of the lowly
and to revive those with broken hearts.

2.R'Mas'ud Hai Rokach, Maaseh Rokeah, ad loc (18th C. Tripoli)
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These words are fitting for the one who said
them,and fortunate is the one who merits this
mitzvah - to always have their eyes open to the needs
of the poor, especially orphans and widows.
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When Adar begins we increase joy
3. Mishnah Shekalim 1:1

On the first of Adar one proclaims about the half shekel and SY) DYRYN Y PYNYN VTIND THNI

about kilaim, and on the fifteenth of that month one reads the N2N0 NN PP 12 WY NYHRNDY .0INYID
Esther scroll in fortified places, and one repairs the roads, and ~ 1n32IN7D NN 02770 NN PIPDNI D322
the streets, and water pools, and one looks after all public D270 271 792 PYIY), 070 NIIPN NN)
needs, and marks the graves, and also goes to inspect for kilaim  ©YN92D Yy N PREI NINIPD DY PIO¥M

4. Shulchan Arukh Orach Chayyim 696:1

The laws concerning eulogies, fasting and the performance 077192 NINYN NIV NIYN TI0N 17
of melakha on Purim: One may do work [which is forbidden 1INV DIPNII DINYN NVWYA ININ DI
on the Sabbath] on Purim, but places that have the custom not 951 131) NITIRM) PYIY PR MYYY ROV
to should not, (And today, all places have the custom not to) 1N DVIVIY (12 92) (MYYY RHY DIPn
(Kol Bo), and anyone who does [work] will never see blessing NON D9IYY NONDN DNIND NI DD DN
from that work, unless it is a joyful building, such as a house for 2% 1NN N2 1D DHNY YW 1232 NID ON
a newly-married son, or an arbor for kings and officers. RAMA: 901971 AN 2IVT D39 YV IPIININ
And it is permitted to do work for a mitzva, such as writing YPDO INDT 110 DI NININ 95 Mwys
Torah law decisions. And similarly it is permitted to do even TN 1PN TIWYT 100 121 11297
work in the fullest sense for the needs of Purim (Terumat 310 PO A1) 019 TN 111719)):
Hadeshen Siman 112).

Savoring with appreciation
Elizabeth Dunn, author of Happy Money, writes: Whether the amount is $5 or $500, we gain more
long-term subjectively-rated happiness if we give cash to other people rather than spend it on
ourselves. The more we can see the impact of that spending, the better we feel.

5.Taanit 22a
In the meantime, two brothers came to the marketplace. Elijah said to SNN IR TIN NN OINYOINTN
Rabbi Beroka: These two also have a share in the World-to-Come. SIINT NNDYY 220 TIN 1Y INN
Rabbi Beroka went over to the men and said to them: What is your YN N ININIAIY VIN N
occupation? They said to him: We are jesters, and we cheer up the MNITAOYPN MO 1NN 1100712y
depressed. DRY 1ONTIN N

B. Simchat Chattan v'Kallah & Simchat Shana Rishona : Communal vs. Personal Responsibility to a Joyous

Marriage
6. Berakhot éb 'Y M55
Rav Ashi said, "The reward for participating in a wedding is for the 997159191 52T NN YYN 27 NN
words. " ;029373 1007 NOWY - 19301
Rashi: "words" - the good wishes with which the guests regale the (bride
and) groom.
7. Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 65 NN 1T N9 1NN NNYY NINNN”D YN JaN
There is a commandment to delight a groom and bride and dance nY3
before them and tell them they are‘beautiful and kind. Even if they 41191 B335 TPA9Y 1991 1NN NHYS NIYD
aren't pretty. Rem"a: We see rabbi Yehuda the son of allay was (1399 TOR RYN 0 1P9) NTIDN NN KDY
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dancing before the bride and nullifying the words of the torah to
enter the bride to the canopy. It is forbidden to gaze at the bride.
Rem'a: However it is permitted to gaze at her jewelry or head

covering). One needs to place ashes on the head of the bridegroom

in the place where the tefillin sit in memory of the mourning of
lerusalem. As it says (Isiah 61:3) "To appoint unto them that mourn

in Zion, To give unto them a garland for ashes'. Rema: There are
places where is it customary to break a glass after the sheva brachot
[the blessing that make up erusin], and this is the tradition in our
lands that the bridegroom breaks the utensil on which the blessings
of erusin were said. Every place goes according to its traditions.
There is also a tradition to fast. See also (siman 61). For the law of
throwing food before the bride and bridegroom, see (Shulchan
aruch, Orach Chayyim, 171). A dead body [a burial procession] and
abride [bridal procession] which meet each other, the burial

procession is moved from before the bridal procession to give her
the road.

8.Deuteronomy 24:5

When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out in the army, nor shall

he be charged with any business; he shall be free for his house (i.e.
wife) one year, and make happy his wife whom he has taken.

9. Shalmei Simcha (Citing the Netziv)

The opinion of the Netziv that the Mitzvah is only obligatory
for others but for the Groom himself it is discretionary

In all regards, when it comes to the groom himself, the
Rambam and the Sefer HaChinukh and other compilations of all
of the mitzvot mentioned above that he is obligated in this from

both a positive and negative mitzvah, and even if he wanted to,
he may not go out. However, the Netziv, in HaEmek Davar,
writes: ““To make his wife happy” (Deuteronomy 24:5): is NOT
a positive obligation to make his wife happy the entire first
year, and even rabbinically he is only obligated in simchah for
one week....Rather, the truth is that the explanation of “Make
his wife happy” is that it is discretionary, that he MAY stay at

home to make his wife happy even though all of Israel is in
distress and war. And if this is surprising, that it seems there is

a positive commandment and it is obligatory, there is no
difficulty. The essence of the verse is that the Torah merely
cautions the king or the like not to violate this, but if he himself
wants to, he is permitted. “That he married”, the rationale of
the verse in this warning is that this is a new wife, and they
have not yet put down roots in life, and if he is distracted from
her it is possible that the binds will break completely. But,
absent any coercion, he is permitted to go. Yet he should not go
if it is not certain that he will return with love for her.’

Victoria Sutton
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C. Ein mearvin simcha b’simcha
10. Shulchan Arukh, Even HaEzer 62:2

A man may marry many women at once, on one day, [in order to] say
the groom's blessing for all of them at once. But to make her happy,
he needs to be happy with each one the happiness that is fitting to
her...._And one happiness should not be mixed with another. Rema:

and one cannot make a chuppah for two sisters at once. (SM'K in the
name of Sefer Chasidim) And there are those who say that even with

y dled women one snouild y Q nNoL mMadxKe d AUpPDg
for both of them] at once because of jealousy, maybe they will be
honored more than her friend. (Mordechai first chapter of Moed
Katan); and we are not careful about this. Just the opposite, [we]
y / ke cl : e with ol Fthe rich f

the sake of the mitzvah.

III. To Serve God from a place of Simcha

Victoria Sutton
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1.#Enthusiasm is one of the most powerful engines of success. When you do a thing, do it with all
your might. Put your whole soul into it. Stamp it with your own personality. Be active, be
energetic, be enthusiastic and faithful, and you will accomplish your object. Nothing great was

ever achieved without enthusiasm.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Circles”, 1841

2.Sefer Chasidim 68:1

nServe God in joy (Psalms 100:2)", but it also says, ""Serve God in
fear (Psalms 2:11)." How so? (How can you serve God with two
opposite emotions?) If a person is overjoyed, let them bring to mind
the day of death. This is serving God with fear. If they are sad, let
their heart rejoice with words of Torah, as it says, "God's precepts
are just, rejoicing the heart (Psalms 19:9)."

3.Berakhot 31a:11

The Sages taught: One may neither stand to pray from sorrow nor from
laziness, nor from laughter, nor from conversation, nor from frivolity,

nor from purposeless matters. Rather, one should approach prayer
from with the joy of a mitzva.

4 Shabbat 30b

“So I commended mirth,” that is the joy of a mitzva. “And of mirth:
What does it accomplish?'' That is joy that is not the joy of a mitzva.

The praise of joy mentioned here is to teach you that the Divine
Presence rests upon an individual neither from an atmosphere of

sadness, nor from an atmosphere of laziness, nor from an atmosphere

of laughter, nor from an atmosphere of frivolity, nor from an
atmosphere of idle conversation, nor from an atmosphere of idle
chatter, but rather from an atmosphere imbued with the joy of a
mitzvah.
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Drisha Spring Series on Emotions in Halakha: Session 2 - Simcha

5.Mishneh Torah, Shofar, Sukkah & Lulav 8:15
The joy which a person derives from doing good deeds and from

lovin hoh mman r hem, i rem
form of divine worship. Anyone who refrains from experiencing this
joy deserves punishment, as it is written: "Because you have not
served the Lord your God with joy and with a glad heart"
(Deuteronomy 28:47). Anyone who is arrogant and insists on

self-glory on such occasions is both a sinner and a fool. King
Solomon had this in mind when he said: "Do not glorify yourself in
the presence of the King" (Proverbs 25:6). On the other hand,
anyone who humbles himself on such occasions is indeed great and
honored, for he serves the Lord out of love. David, King of Israel,
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expressed this thought when he said: "I will make myself even more
contemptible than this, humbling myself in my own eyes" (I

Samuel 6:22), True greatness and honor are attained only by
rejoicing before the Lord, as it is written: "King David was leaping
and dangjng beQrﬁ the Qrdn ‘II Sam”e é] é)
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6.Maggid Mishneh on Mishneh Torah, Shofar, Sukkah &
Lulav 8:15

...The essence of the matter is that it is not appropriate for a
person to do mitzvot from the angle that they are an obligation
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upon them and it is mandatory and forced to do them, rather
they are obligated to do them and to be happy in doing them.
And they should choose good because it is good, and choose

truth because it's truth, and their effort should be light in one's
eyes. And to understand that for this one was created, to serve

their maker, and when one does what they were created for,
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7.Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, Letters to the Next Generation, p. 26-28
So this, in my last letter to you before Yom Kippur, let me share with you ten secrets I've learned from Judaism.
They will bring you happiness whatever fate has in store for you in the coming year.

1. Give thanks. Once a day, at the beginning of the morning prayers, thank God for all he has given you.
This alone will bring you halfway to happiness....we tend to take these for granted and concentrate
instead on our unfulfilled desires. Giving thanks in prayer focuses attention on the good and helps us
keep a sense of proportion about the rest.

9. Create moments of silence in the soul. Liberate yourself, if only five minutes daily, from the tyranny
of technology, the mobile phone, the laptop, and all the other electronic intruders. Remember that God is in
every breath we breathe. Inhale the heady air of existence, and feel the joy of being.
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