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Genesis 12:11-17:
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As [Abram] was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “Now | know that you are a
woman of beautiful appearance. If the Egyptians see you, and think, “this is his wife,” they will
kill me and let you live. Please say that you are my sister, so that it will be good for me due to
you, and my soul will live because of you.” When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw how
very beautiful the woman was, Pharaoh’s ministers saw her and praised her to Pharaoh, and the
woman was taken into Pharaoh’s palace. And because of her, things were good for Abram; he
had sheep, oxen, donkeys, servants and maid-servants, female donkeys, and camels. And God
struck Pharaoh and his house with mighty plagues regarding the matter of Sarai, the wife of
Abram.

Bereshit Rabba 40:5
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Rabbi Pinchas said, in the name of Rabbi Hoshaya the Great: The Holy One, blessed be He, said
to Abraham our father: go and conquer the road before your children. You find that everything
that’s written about Abraham is written about his descendants.

Regarding Abraham it is written, “There was a famine in the land” (Genesis 12:10), and with
Israel [i.e., Jacob and his family], it is written, “For there has been a famine in the land for two
years” (Genesis 45:6).



Regarding Abraham it is written, “Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there” (Genesis 12:10),
and regarding Israel it is written, “Our ancestors went down to Egypt” (Numbers 20:15).
Regarding Abraham, it is written, “to sojourn there” (Genesis 12:10), and regarding Israel it is
written [as the Children of Israel tell Pharaoh], “we have come to sojourn in the land” (Genesis
47:4).

Regarding Abraham it is written, “for the famine was heavy in the land of Caanan” (Genesis
12:10), and regarding lIsrael it is written, “and the famine was heavy in the land” (Genesis
43:1)...

Regarding Abraham it is written “They will kill me and allow you to live” (Genesis 12:12), and
regarding Israel it is written, “every boy that is born you should throw into the Nile [but let
every girl live]” (Exodus 1:22)...

Regarding Abraham [as he left Egypt] it is written, “Avram was very rich in cattle, [silver, and
gold]” (Genesis 13:2), and regarding Israel it is written, “He led Israel out [of Egypt] with silver
and gold” (Psalms 105:37)...

Leviticus Rabba 32:5
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Because of four things Israel was redeemed from Egypt: [1] They didn’t change their names, [2]
[they didn't change] their language, [3] they didn’t talk badly of one another, and [3] none of
them was promiscuous.



