Sefer Bemidbar: 40 Years of Living Dangerously

1) Midrash Tanhuma Nasso §4

The thief and the adulterer are obdurate (kasheh), because they remove
the Divine Presence. The Holy One, blessed be He, as it were, fills the
realms above and the realms below, as stated [Jer. 23:24], “Do | not fill
heaven and earth?’, says the Lord.” Also in regard to the place where the
adulterer comes to commit adultery, the Holy One, blessed be He, is
there in His glory. It is so stated [lIsa. 6:3], “The whole earth is full of His
glory.” Now the adulterer says to the Holy One, hlessed be He, ‘Remove
Yourself, and give way to me for a while.” The matter is exceedingly
difficult (kasheh). Since He is slow to anger, He temporarily gives way to
him, as it were...
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2) Avivah Zornberg, Bewilderments: Reflections on the Book of Numbers

We have seen, then, that although other situations open the question of "fear of God"—like denying a loan on
oath, or placing obstacles before the blind, or giving bad advice—the illicit sexual relation is its most challenging
arena. Here, the clandestine nature of the relationship means that the lovers may come to inhabit an enclave of
dissociated experience.

For the husband, the unknowable nature of the event, the doubt in which he lives, may connect with a prevalent
masculine myth about woman as troubling enigma: she is inscrutable, inward in her sexuality, covering her tracks.
Even the paternity of the child she bears is always in doubt; even her sexual satisfaction cannot be ascertained.
The most intimate aspect of his relation with her must be based on trust. In the worst case, her femininity
constitutes a mockery of law and society. She may arouse in him anxiety, even terror. (p. 48)
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3) Rashi Numbers 21:1

"The inhabitant of the south country”: This is Amalek, as it is said, “Amalek was
the inhabitant of the south country” [Num. 13:29]. But [Amalek] purposely
changed its speech, talking in the “Canaanite” tongue, so that Israel might
thereby be misled and would pray to the Holy One, biessed be He, that He should
give the Canaanites into their power, while really they were not Canaanites, and
their prayer would be ineffectual against the Amalakites. But Israel perceived
that their clothing was as the clothing of Amalakites whilst their language was
the language of Canaan; they thereupon said, “Let us pray against our enemies
in general terms, as it is stated, “if Thou wilt indeed give this people into my

hand”.

4) Midrash Tanhuma Hukat 20:1

“Then Israel sang this song”: [This song] was uttered at the end of forty
[years], while the well was given to them at the beginning of the forty
[years]? So what was the purpose of writing [it] here? This matter has
been explained from what is above, “Therefore the Book of the Wars of
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the Lord speaks of [=n«] “... Waheb in Suphah [=n2iD].”” What is this?
That the Holy One blessed be He did for them signs [ninix] and miracles
in the Arnon wadis like the miracles which He did for them in the Reed
[940] Sea.

And what were the miracles in the Arnon wadis? One would stand on one
mountain and speak with his companion on the other mountain; yet he
was seven mil away from him. Now the road descended into the middle
of the wadi and then ascended, and Israel's course was to cross through
the midst of the mountains. All the nations assembled endless troops
there. Some of them took up positions in the middle of the wadi.
Moreover, [the side of] the mountain above them was riddled with caves,
and facing them was a mountain which was correspondingly riddied with
crags in the form of breasts [=D'TY], as stated, “And the slope [=T¥N] of
the wadies.”

The troops entered into the caves; for they said, “As soon as Israel comes
down into the wadi, those ahead of them who are in the wadi and those
in the caves will arise and kill all of them. When Israel did arrive at that
place, the Holy One, blessed be He, did not make it necessary for them to
go down into the wadi. Instead, He gave a signal to the mountains, and
the breasts of the latter mountain entered the caves, so that they all died,
and the mountains brought their summits so close to each other that they
became a highway, and there was no knowing [where] each [mountain]
joined its neighbor... So the crags entered into the caves and all those
warriors were crushed. Then the well descended to the wadi, where it
became a mighty [torrent] and destroyed the troops, just as the [Reed]
Sea had destroyed those [Egyptians]. Scripture therefore juxtaposed
Waheb in Suphah [n910=910 0'] and the wadies of the Arnon.

When lIsrael crossed over those mountains without knowing about all
these miracles the Holy One, blessed be He, said, “Behold, | will let My
Children know how many troops | destroyed because of them.” [So] the
well descended into the caves and brought out innumerabile skulls, arms,
and legs. Thus when Israel returned to seek the well, they saw it shining
like the moon in the midst of the wadi, as it discharged the limbs of the
troops. And where is it shown that the well informed [Israel] about them?
Where it is stated, “And the slope of the wadies.... And from there they
continued to the well.” But was [the well] with them from there; was it
not with them from the beginning of the forty years? It is simply that it
had gone down to inform about the miracles, while Israel remained at the
wadies and said to it, “Rise up, O well, sing to it.”
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