The Invention of the Seven-Day Week
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IF THE SEVEN-DAY WEEK IS ARTIFICTAL WHRY DOES THE TORAH IN THE FIRST
CREATION STORY SEEM TO PRESENT IT AS A FEATURE OF THE NATURAL WORLD¢
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THANK YOU for what you will share and | will learn

Hoping to make this as meaningful and valuable for you
Please introduce yourself via google form
Please show yourself on video
Please raise hand
Please limit chat comments (best when before 15 min pauses)

Organization of lectures is somewhat tentative. Will adapt based on what
seems to be resonating and working

Will stay on extra 10 min tfonight

Now.... let's jump right in!


Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y2wUXxyYBWSPIX-5BPfCSd78x-h28GedyvCV0XjEVKg/edit


THE

SEVEN DAY CIRCLE

I'he History and Meaning of the Week

EVIATAR ZERUBAVEL

“A confinuous seven-day
cycle that runs throughout
history paying no attention
whatsoever to the moon
and ifs phases is @
distinctively Jewish
invention... The invention
of the continuous week
Was ... one of the most
S|gn|f|c0n’r breok’rhroughs
INn human beings' attempts
to break away from being
prisoners of hature and
create a social world of
their own.”



The Torah in fact does present the week as a radical invention

To see this, we must
Read the text closely, using what we have learned (& 2711 knew!) about its literary conventions
Try to lose our retrospective blinders as “creatures of the week”

Helps even to suppose the Torah as a recovered relic

When we do this, we gain a deeper appreciation for
The social science of the week:
The Torah’s message about the shabbat/week:

Towering question: How & why was the week invented & successfully launched?



What is the weeke What is it unlike?¢

1. Social convention that structures our lives
2. Social practice that structure our experience of “time”
3. Market cycles
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Writing Systems

Currency

Practices for Managing Death (burial, cremation, etc)
Marriage practices

Personal and family naming practices

Keyboard layout (QWERTY)



S,

Diffuse ownership

Originate as (parallel) solution o problem
Universal with cross-societal variation
Essential

Taken-for-granted/Feel natural

Strong path-dependence

Blessing and curse



1. Diffuse ownership

Originate as (parallel) solution o problem
Universal with cross-societal variation
Essential

Taken-for-granted/Feel Natural
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Strong path-dependence

7. Blessing and curse

Q: If the week(end) is such an essential blessing, why launched only once?
It’s just a social agreement— should have been launched everywhere!



'What day is it' tweet Timeline
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Mean of four negative emotioms

Figure 2: ( A) Positive and (3) negative emotions
by day of week. From Gallup IDaily Poll, 20009 —1 1 .




(Fixed) calendars (w 11x), based on sun &/or moon
Era-counting (e.g., Gregorian, Hebcal) (vs. regnal etc.)
Conventions for structuring the day

Time zone system

Daylight savings

(24/12) hour and minute divisions

The week is different:
Used to mark regular return, not change
Entrepreneurial founding efforts are unknown & paradoxical:

A disruption to introduce routinel



Market cycles are attested in many ancient cultures

Like our »wnm 1w, and contemporary farmers markets
But nof on the seven-day week

They are more obviously human inventions, in part because
they were never universal

In fact, they lost in competition to the week

Key question to ponder (lecture 5!):

How would the invention/launch process be
similar/differente
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Genesis 2:1-3 =R NWRA
(1) The heaven and the earth were finished, (2) ARIYD) PR AT 1990 ()
and all their array. (2) On the seventh day : -'T fy :_= . k, -H '-:_ " -a .o .
God finished the work that had been -“sz '11?3&17?3 ;} JW}'I Djh; F_ :'I?N 17‘31
undertaken: [God] ceased” on the seventh n32 N'??J 73?3 VAW 1A nawn vy
day from doing any of the work. (3) And m'j'm;z D”ﬂb& TW;"T () :ﬂfé’}; WTJZ?N
God blessed the seventh day and declared it j"IJW j 22 j I:m wqu ayﬁzwn
o KN RN I
{5} :niY?

holy—having ceased on it from all the work
of creation that God had done.




1. What distinctive aspects of your Shabbat or
the week experience are missing from the
Torah's account of the seventh day?e

2. Was anything created on the seventh daye
» Hinf: what is the rhetorical format of creatione
3. What genre is Genesis 2:1-3¢

» Prose or poetrye
» Why poefice



What aspects of your personal experience of Shabbat &/or

the week are missing from the Torah's account of the

seventh day?

singing

(o18)]
gat hermgsb leSS gwalks =
gel “afternoon suitors E

melacha barriers

bereshit




What genre is the Torah's account of the seventh day?

What poetic or lyrical elements do you see?

repeti
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8 Pretr’ry much everything about our experience is missing—i.e., the human
par

» Also, the cycle!

2. Distinctive language of creation is missing, set off
naxn (10 times in days 1-6)

™ (12 + 6 times)

X1 (7 times)

X712 (there, making 7, but intransitive)

No processes set in motion

New verbs: 772% ,(mwy?) ,mbva% ,wiph ,mawb

3. Poeftryl

> Suggests what matters is how it feels, not what was
> Structure coveys something from nothing



What poetic or lyrical elements do you see?
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Creation is final,
a stable world

Completion was a
deliberate action,
which took a “yom" &

didn’t involve speech WRwT an

9%y poy T
This action is called VoW 2y

“sabbathing” & is
form of non-work that agyampie =i
effects completion e =

This action entails has
a mysterious positive

valence (blessing and
holy) and seems to The entire creation process

fulfill creation was completed in one yom,
including the seventh yom
© Ezra W. Zuckerman Sivan, 2022



Genesis does not present Shabbat or the week as a human social convention!
There's no noun shabbat here, no cycle. And no indication humans are informed

Nor does it appear in the rest of Bereshit!
It is a metaphysical description of God's actions

The artful poetic construction seems designed to teach us that Shabbat is
somehow something important... that is also nothing at all. Nothing was created!

Note: There's a key extra-textual reason why it's wrong to read Breshit as saying
the week is built into nature

This would have made no sense to the first audience for the Torah. They
were not creatures of the week like we are!



Rashi on Genesis 2:3

(1) YIPM ... TN AND GOD BLESSED ...
AND HE SANCTIFIED — He blessed it
through the Manna, that on all other days of
the week there should fall for them (the
Israelites) an Omer for each person, whereas
on the sixth day there should fall twice as
much of that bread. So, too, He sanctified it
through the Manna, that it should not fall at
all on the Sabbath (Genesis Rabbah 11:2).
This verse is written here with reference to
what would happen in the future.

A MWRNA Y s

ninY 93% ,112 1372 .TPN , 702N (8)
WY ,N7A737 Y 07 TP yawn
792 T N9 12 TR, MY oy

(D) :TOYT 2V 2N Rprd ,NAW

0



'3 Q°%ar; 90

MR N 2°22197 NXY A7 DR WhWT DX XN3 Va0 aray oo
PRI 92 DY PRAS nwn ypia

STYIT P MR P2 T2 OO ara vk amy own

MNaw?, oon’% IR DY T MRS wawa DR D0R WY

IWT MDY 297 2'har, vk




lic

Today: If the week is artificial, why does the Torah (in the first creation
story) seem to present it as a feature of the natural worlde

Next week: Why does each version of the Ten Commandments
present such different, and seemingly contradictory, accounts of the
historical basis for the Shabbart (creation vs. exodus)?

Week 3: How does the Torah'’s descriptfion of the first Shabbat
observed by lsrael fit in the larger narrative of the Exodus and the
theological doubts that Israel expressese

Week 4. If the Shabbat, and the week generally, is sustained today
on the basis of love, why does the Torah seem to think it requires a
very harsh enforcement regime, including capital punishment?

Week 5: Why does the Torah claim that Shabbat observance
furnishes us with knowledge of Gode Can the invention and launch
of the week actually prove we're not alone?



Please fill out the short poll:

Intended for us to get to better know one another & get a
sense of what we're trying to get out of the course:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y2wUXxyYBWSPIX-5BPTCSd78x-
h28GedyvCVOX{EVKg/edit

Homework!

Not necessary but a great idea to read Exodus 20, Deuteronomy 4, and
Exodus 16

May God protect those in Ukraine and elsewhere under great
threat

Chodesh tov and Shabbat shalom


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1y2wUXxyYBWSPIX-5BPfCSd78x-h28GedyvCV0XjEVKg/edit
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