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e Note that we will turn to whistleblowing next week which will address related issues

e Thank you to Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner for the translation of many of the sources
Rebuke

1. Vayyikra 19:17-18
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Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your friend, and do not bear sin for him.

2. R' Moshe Sofer (18™19" century Hungary), Chatam Sofer Yoreh Deah 19
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One is specifically instructed to keep a Jew from sinning, for all Israel are responsible for each other, but not
regarding non-Jews — even for their prohibitions. There is no joint responsibility, and so one need not separate
them from it unless there were an issue of causing the blind to stumble.

3. R'Aryeh Leib Ginsburg (18" century Lithuania), Turei Even (Avnei Miluim) to Chagigah 13a 5”9
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Certainly, all Israel must keep sinners from sinning where possible, and so we must separate minors from
prohibitions... since we can keep them from sin. Here, though, it was not possible.

4. Tosafot (13" century France/Germany) Shabbat 55a 3"pR)
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This is where one does not know whether they will accept; as the Talmud says, "Is it obvious to them [that others
won't listen]?" But where they definitely will not accept, leave them; better for them to sin accidentally than
intentionally.

5. R'Yosef Ibn Habib (15" century Spain), Nimukei Yosef to Yevamot 21b
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He knew they would not listen. But in case they might listen, or to avoid leaving them an opening for challenge,
he should have rebuked them at least once.

6. R'Jacob Weil (15" century Germany), Responsa of Mahari Weil 157
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Were we to protest, there would be concern for danger; they would attack our bodies and possessions. [The
talmudic warning against] "One who can protest and does not protest” refers to a case in which there is no danger.

7. Talmud, Kiddushin 71a
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During the time of R' Pinchas they wished to challenge Babylonian Jewish lineage, as compared to that of Israeli
Jews.

R' Pinchas told his servants, "After I make two statements in the study hall, put me on the litter and run."



He entered and said, "There is no biblical source for the shechitah requirements of a bird." While the sages were
examining this statement, he added, "All lands are of questionable lineage compared with Israel, but Israel is of
questionable lineage when compared to Babylon." They put him on the litter and ran; the sages pursued, but could
not catch him. They then convened and investigated Israeli lineages until they reached a point of danger, and then
desisted.

8. R' Moshe Issetles, Shulchan Aruch Yotreh Deah 157:1
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Still, where there is concern for danger one need not spend for the purpose of rebuke.

Lifnei Iver
9. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zara 6a-b
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R. Natan said: How do we know that you cannot hand a cup of wine to a Nazir or a piece of flesh from a live

animal to a non-Jew? It says: “Do not place a stumbling block before the blind.” But wouldn’t [the sinner] take

it even if [the other person]| did not give it to him?... Here what are we dealing with? When they are standing on

two sides of the river.

10. Tosafot Shabbat 3a (Medieval France)
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Even if we are dealing with a case when he could have taken it... where he would not violate “placing a
stumbling block”, still there is a rabbinic prohibition, as he is obligated to separate him from prohibitions.

11. Comments of Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Yoreh Deah 151:1 (16" Century, Poland)
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Some say that it is only prohibited to sell them things related to their service when they don’t have others like

them or can’t buy them somewhere else, but if they can buy them somewhere else, it is permitted to sell them

anything. Some are stringent. The custom is like the first position, and one is who careful should be strict on

himself.

12. Shach, Yoreh Deah 151:6 (Rabbi Shabtai Rappaport, 17" Century, Lithuania)
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However, it seems to me that they are not arguing, as everyone agrees that for a non-Jew or a rebellious Jew it is
permitted.

Supporting the Wicked

13. Mishna, Bava Kama 10:9, in Talmud at 118b
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Do not buy wool or goat milk from shepherds, nor fruit or wood from fruit watchmen.

14. Rambam, Laws of Theft 6:1 (12 Century, Egypt)
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Anything with a presumption that it is stolen is forbidden to buy, and so too we don’t buy it if the majority of
the object is stolen.

15. Talmud Bavli, Kiddshin 56b
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It is not the mouse who steals, it is the hole the steals. And if there was no mouse, what would the hole have
done?

16. Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 356:1, 369:2 (Rabbi Yosef Karo, 16™ Century, Israel)
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It is forbidden to buy the stolen object from a thief, and it is a great sin, because you support the hands of
sinners and cause them to steal more; for if they would not find buyers, they would not steal. And you should
not help the thief in any way so that he can steal... This is the case he knows for sure that this is the stolen
object.

17. Sefer Meirot Enayim, Choshen Mishpat 356:1 (Rabbi Yehoshua Falk, 16™ Century, Poland)
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Even though the thief could take it to another place, where they don’t know he is a thief, still it won’t be as
common to steal... Therefore a person should avoid buying [from him] so that he will not steal regularly.

18. R' Shneur Zalman of Liadi (18" century Poland), Shulchan Aruch haRav Choshen Mishpat Laws

of Theft 9
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One may not purchase stolen goods from a thief; it is a great sin, for it strengthens the hands of sinners.
Regarding this we say (Proverbs 29:24), "One who splits with a thief hates his life." He causes him to steal
further, for if the thief will not find a consumer then he will not steal. Granted, he could go where no one
recognized that he was a thief, but this is not readily available; if all who knew him would refrain from
purchasing from him, he would not steal as much.

19. Aruch Hashulchan, Choshen Mispat 356:1,6, 348:1 (Rabbi Yechiel Epstein, 19" Century,
Lithuania)
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According to Tur, it is forbidden to buy anything from them [even non-stolen goods] or help them at all... or
perhaps that which the Tur said that it is forbidden to buy anything from the thief is only because we say this is
the stolen object. The conclusion is unclear.... Those who buy stolen goods regularly from thieves are like the
thieves themselves, and the owners can collect from them. Their sin is too great to bear and they cause the
thefts...

Condoning and Agreeing with Sin

20. Talmud Bavli, Gittin 62a
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We can support non-Jews during the Sabbatical year [, but not Jews.] Support? But R. Dimi b. Shishna said in
the name of Rav that we don’t hoe with non-Jews during the Sabbatical year, and we don’t extend double

greetings. It is not needed, just to teach about mere support — such as R. Yehuda who would said “be strong”,
R. Sheshet would say “be firm.”

21. Magen Avraham 347:4 (Rabbi Avraham Gombiner, 17" Century, Poland)_
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It is the proper thing to tell a worker “succeed in your work”, even to a non-Jew. However, one who is involved
in forbidden work, it is forbidden to say this to him.

e Whether this counts as /fnei iver seems to depend on a whether aiding but not enabling is considered /Zfie:
wer, seemingly a dispute between Rashi and Rambam.

22. The Ethics of Sharing, Liking, and Retweeting Part I, Rav Jonathan Ziring
The Bavli rules that it is forbidden to greet non-Jews with the world shalom twice (as it is the name of God), but

one may encourage them when they work the land during shemitta, either by saying “Well done!” or “Be strong!”



By implication, however, this dispensation is limited to non-Jews, who are permitted to perform fieldwork
during shemitta. However, according to the Bavli, one cannot offer words of encouragement to a Jew who is
working the land during shemitta or violating any other prohibition. The Rambam (Hilkhot Shemitta 1 e-yovel 8:8)
writes that one may speak this way to the non-Jew because the non-Jew has no prohibition to plow
during shemitta, implying that one may not speak similarly to one who does have a prohibition. The Magen
Avrabam (OC 347:4) writes this explicitly:

It is good manners (derekh erefz) to say to someone, even a non-Jew, performing work, “Be successful in

your task.” However, it is forbidden to say this to someone performing forbidden work.
The Mishna Berura concurs (ad loc. 7) as does the Kaf Ha-chayim (ad loc. 9). As the Rabbis Stav note, if the
prohibition is related to /fuei iver or mesayei’a, then ostensibly according to the Rishonim who hold that one
violates /fnei iver biblically only by enabling another to perform a sin that could not have otherwise been
committed, offering verbal support is likely only rabbinically forbidden. For the Rambam, who believes that one
may violate /fnei iver biblically even in cases in which the sinner could have violated the prohibition unaided, this
verbal endorsement may constitute a biblical violation. Either way, it is prohibited. However, in addition to /fie:
ver and its derivatives, verbal support of sin may constitute a violation of another prohibition to which we now

turn.

Chanifa (Flattery)

23. Talmud, Sotah 41a-b
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Mishnah: When King Agtippas read, "You shall not place a stranger upon yourself," his eyes ran with tears. They

said to him, "Do not fear, Agrippas! You are our brother, you are our brothet!"

Gemara: At that moment, the "enemies of Israel" became liable for destruction, for flattering Agtrippas.

24. Meiri to Sotah 41b
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One who flatters a wicked person, praising him for his corrupt actions, is like him; those who hear it depend upon
him and are drawn into the deeds of the wicked.

25. Tosafot (13" century France/Germany), Sotah 41b 1mR
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Granted that they could not protest, they should have been silent and not strengthened him. This is the
punishment for flattery regarding sin, flattering someone due to fear and without concern for awe of Gd, as though
the Heavenly eye could not see.

26. Talmud, Sotah 41b
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One may flatter the wicked in this world. Isaiah 32:5 says, "[In the future] the repellent person will not be called
generous, and the stingy person will not be called giving" — but in this world, one may do so. R' Shimon ben
Lakish cited Genesis 33:10, "Seeing you is like seeing the face of Gd, and you have accepted me."


https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.347.4?lang=he-en&utm_source=torah.etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker
https://www.sefaria.org/Shulchan_Arukh,_Orach_Chayim.347.4?lang=he-en&utm_source=torah.etzion.org.il&utm_medium=sefaria_linker

27. Talmud, Nedarim 22a
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When Ulla ascended to Israel, he was accompanied by two people of Mechoza. One killed the other, and then
said to Ulla, "Did I do well?" Ulla replied, "Yes, and open his throat [to kill him faster]!"

When Ulla came to R' Yochanan he said, "Gd forbid, did I strengthen the hand of a sinner?" He replied, "You
saved your life."

28. R' Eliezer of Metz (12* century France), Yereim 248
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We have learned that one may flatter the wicked due to fear, but otherwise it is [prohibited as] flattery, since the
only cause leading him to flatter the wicked is his own wickedness and hatred of that which is good and just.

29. Ethics of Sharing, above
Worse than Lifner Iver
While it is possible that flattery and showing support for sin are derivatives of /fues iver, Rav Yitzchak Weiss
(Responsa Minchat Yitzchak 4:79) suggests that these may be independent prohibitions that are in some sense worse
than /fnei iver. Specifically, he notes that in cases in which one enables or assists a sinner to commit a particular
forbidden act, one does not directly cause the sinner to engage in future illicit activity. However, by offering
explicit support and encouragement, one is responsible for creating a framework that will make it more likely that

the sinner will make these problematic activities a habit and sin many times in the future.

Silence as Support

On the basis of the story of Yannai above, the Maharam Schick (Responsa, OC 303) argues that one
violates chanifa even by remaining silent, if that silence is clearly an act of acquiescence. Rabbeinu Yona ($ha arei
Teshuva 3:199) adds that it forbidden to show honor and respect to sinners, as this will be taken as general support
of their activities. This is similar to the position of the Arkh Ha-shulchan which we have mentioned: that it is
forbidden to engage in any commerce with sinners, even when one is not involved with the problematic

merchandise.

30. Shut Kol Mevaser 1:48 (Rabbi Meshulam Rath, 20" Century, Israel)
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[Can Shomer Shabbat Jews join a cooperative in which others will violate Shabbat?]
That which you said, suggesting to be lenient in profiting from the business because the money that the religious
Jews will invest is a small amount relative to that which the unions will invest, so it insignificant help... There is
no difference between a lot or a little help, just like there is no difference regarding the obligation to separate
people from prohibitions.

Partnerships with the wicked

31. Mishna Avot, 1:7
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Nitai HaArbeli said: Stay far away from a bad neighbor, and do not attach yourself to an evil person, and do not
despair of punishment.

32. R' Avraham Feigelstock, Toldot Chatam Sofer pg. 31b
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He warned them repeatedly to speak honestly from the heart, to be the same inside and out, and to distance
themselves an arrow's shot from people of lies and trickery — even if those who are people of Torah. I remember
that my father [Ktav Sofer| once told me of a Torah scholar who was also wealthy and the author of a religious
text, but who had absorbed heretical ideas and who had the traits of Lavan, humiliating the sages and causing
them pain. His holy father [Chatam Sofer] had told him, "Believe me: Whenever that man leaves my home, I take
a book of ethical instruction to study, for that man's breath communicates impurity."

33. Tosafot (13" century France/Germany), Sanhedrin 26b 12991
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If you will ask how they could have permitted the biblically prohibited actions of plowing and seeding [during
shemitah] for the sake of the head tax, one could answer that this permission referred to contemporary shemitah,
which is rabbinic. Alternatively, this was to save lives, for the king would request payment and they would have
nothing, and they would die at the king's hands. So the Talmud Yerushalmi wrote, "because of life."

34. Shut Tzitz Eliezer 3:16:1 (Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, 20" Century, Israel)
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The broadcaster and listener... violate the prohibition of “place a stumbling block”, because by broadcasting
and listening they cause [them]... to violate biblical prohibitions, for if not for the broadcaster and the listeners,
they would not violate. And the claim that the broadcaster and listener will make won’t work, namely that
without my broadcasting or listening, those who violate religion will broadcast or listen so the supervisors would
stumble in the prohibitions anyways, because the fact that other Jews would cause them to stumble and violate
“placing a stumbling block” does not exempt this listener or broadcaster. [Based on Mishna Lamelech.]

35. Ibid 20:20
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On the other hand, there are many authorities who argue on Mishna Lamelech and rule that if [the sinner]| could
achieve this through other Jews, the Jew who provides the prohibited object does not violate “placing a
stumbling block.”
e Later in responsum he cites Beit HaYotzer who allows joining a company with a Shabbat violator, as
long as you ensure that you don’t profit from the Shabbat violations directly.

36. Ktav Sofer, Yoreh Deah 83 (Summarized by Tzitz Eliezer ibid) [Rabbi A. S. B. Sofer, 19"
Century, Hungary]
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The prohibition of aiding is only when you help during the time of the sin, but if you give prohibited food to a
sinner, even if you know he will eat it, but at the time you are giving it the sin has not even started and you are
not aiding it at all when the sin is done, there is no problem of aiding.

37. Tzitz Eliezer, 19:33
[Regarding Doctors being involved with procedures that could lead to anti-halachic abortions and the like:]

Reasons to look for leniency when it would cause loss of job:
a.  Might not be prohibited when not involved in actual prohibition.
b. Might be less of a problem when it is not 100% certain that that sin will be transgressed.
c. We are less concerned when the sinner is defined as a purposeful /perpetual sinner.

While the Rama thinks that you have to give up all money to not violate negative prohibition, others think that

you don’t if it has no active violation. “Placing a stumbling” block is a passive prohibition



