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I. Where is Shabbat?
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II. Communications with Non-Jews

Amira I’Nochri: Three Possible Reasons

2. Maimonides Hilchot Shabbat 6:1 R 7199771 P92 naw mob a”ann
It is forbidden to say to a gentile to do labor for us on Shabbateven  5"px nawa 7891 11 MWy "13% 15 MOK
though he was not commanded regarding Shabbat and even though DT % KW UYNY NAWT DY INED R
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he said to him [to do the labor] before Shabbat and even though ROR 77OKRP1 MIRD TR IRW D"YRY nNawsd
there is no need for this labor other than [until] after Shabbat. And 975 09910 37271 MOX 1 12T ,NAWH jnxb

this matter is forbidden rabbinically (literally, from the words of the MYS W) TPV SO0 Naw oEn Kow
scribes) so that Shabbat will not be light in their eyes and they will

. JAxy3a
come to do [forbidden work] themselves.
3. Rashi, Avoda Zara 15a 190" LR TR W 0T 797 TRy noon Y'wn
Non-Jews were not commanded to rest on Shabbat..what is "m9%3p 73377

forbidden for a Jew is to say to a gentile: do such-and-such for me, Sx=w"» 9908w 311 71 °12 ML RS DWW 5V ...
because of “don’t look into your affairs or verbally strike bargains” X111 DW» 131 72 °2 JWY 0°2210 7212 W12
(Isaiah 58:13) - speech is prohibited .I0X MAT (A1TYW°) 937 737 789N
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Non-Jew on the Phone
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Non-Jew Running Your Business
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Non-Jew and Emails
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III. Communications with Jews

Lifnei Iver

10. Avodah Zara 6b 2 7MY Y AT ATaY
From where is it derived that a person may not extend a cup of wine to a " DW 015 DIR VW ROV PId
nazirite, who is prohibited from drinking wine, and that he may not extend a 5"N m1°12% 9177 17 2R T
limb severed from a living animal to descendants of Noah? The verse states: 1NN KD MY 0199 (70,17 RIPN)
“And you shall not put a stumbling block before the blind” (Leviticus 7 1727 R 227 K7 XM 21won
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19:14). But here, in both cases, if one does not give it to him, he can take it Y 2199 DWR 12VPY TR PY
himself, and yet the one who provides it to him transgresses due to the MN2ORPT V27 WO 10N R
prohibition: “You shall not put a stumbling block before the blind.” The X7 °INP7 o1 RPYT X712y
Gemara answers: Here we are dealing with a case where they are standing on n"w N> K7 °Inp X 0wy

the two sides of a river, and therefore the recipient could not have taken it
himself. Since his help was instrumental, the one who conveyed the item has
violated the prohibition of putting a stumbling block before the blind. The
Gemara adds: The language of the baraita is also precise, as it teaches: A person
may not extend, and it does not teach: One may not give. Learn from the
usage of the term extend that the baraita is referring to one located on one side of
a river, who extends the item to the one on the other side.

11. Shulchan Aruch 318:1 R 7R W TR
One who cooks food on Shabbos [or performs any one of the other forbidden WA 'R WYw W] nawa Swann
0279212 MOR 7712 [0] [MoKDnA
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acts on Shabbos][Tur]; if done intentionally, the food is forbidden to eat
forever, but other people are permitted to eat the food immediately after
Shabbos. If done accidentally the food is forbidden to him during the day but

may be eaten by everyone, including him, immediately after Shabbos.

Jews on the Phone
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Jews and Emails
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IV.  The Non-Specific - Answering Machines, Automated Emails and Websites

14. Shulchan Aruch OH 252:5

It is permitted to open water to the garden and the water will
continue and flow all of Shabbat. It is permitted to put M?°p, thick
collyrium (salve) on the eye even though it is forbidden to putit on on
Shabbat. It is permitted to perfume one’s clothes when the process of
perfuming is continued all of Shabbat, even if the perfume is placed in
a vessel, since one is not commanded to rest his vessels. It is
permitted to put barley in a tub to soak, and to load the beams of the
olive press or wine press while it is still day upon the olives or the
grapes, and the oil or wine that comes from them is permitted [And
see Siman 320 Seif 2]. Similarly, if unripe grapes or ears are mashed
while it is still day, it is permitted to drink that which comes forth
from it. It is permitted to put wheat in a water mill near dark. RAMA:
And we do not worry about the probibition of loud noises and of those
who say the mill of this person is grinding on Shabbat'. There are those
who forbid regarding mills and in any place that there is a worry about
listening to the sound and this is our custom initially. However in
a place of loss there are those who are lenient as as explained above
at the end of Siman 244. One may place a keli of a weight called 121
from Erev Shabbat even though he hears a voice announcing the hours of
Shabbat, because everyone knows that it is their way to place it
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Answering Machines
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Websites

17. Gray Matter IV, Technology. Closing a Website for Shabbat and Yom Tov by Chaim Jachter. Teaneck,
N.J, 2000-2012

Rav Doniel Neustadt (The Daily Halachah Discussion p. 31 in the Hebrew section) argues that allowing a website

to function on Shabbat is identical to the issue of allowing one’s automated food dispensers to operate on Shabbat.
He notes the consensus of halachic authorities is that it is permitted to allow such machines to operate on


https://www.sefaria.org/Gray_Matter_IV%2C_Technology%2C_Closing_a_Website_for_Shabbat_and_Yom_Tov.43?ven=Gray_Matter,_by_Chaim_Jachter._Teaneck,_N.J,_2000-2012&lang=en&with=all&lang2=en
https://www.sefaria.org/Gray_Matter_IV%2C_Technology%2C_Closing_a_Website_for_Shabbat_and_Yom_Tov.43?ven=Gray_Matter,_by_Chaim_Jachter._Teaneck,_N.J,_2000-2012&lang=en&with=all&lang2=en
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Shabbat...A simple proof to these rulings is the fact that Halachah (Shulchan Aruch O.C. 244:1, cited above)
follows the opinion of Beit Hillel, who permit allowing one’s utensils to perform melachah on Shabbat. Indeed, Rav
Hershel Schachter told me that business websites are identical to vending machines and there is no halachic
obligation to close websites for Shabbat.

However, one may argue that business websites and automated food dispensers are not identical. Rav Breisch and
Dayan Weisz specifically note that their permission extends only if the Jews’ name is not associated with the machine
and that the business is not conducted on the Jew’s property (as indicated in Shulchan Aruch O.C. 245:4). If either
of these conditions is met, though, this presumably is regarded as allowing one’s store to remain open on Shabbat,
which the Chatam Sofer (Teshuvot Chatam Sofer 195 in the addendum) and Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky
(Teshuvot Achiezer 3:25) regard as a Torah-level violation of the obligation to create “Shabbaton,” a positive
Shabbat atmosphere.

Rav Mordechai Willig and Rav Zvi Sobolofsky have told me that they strongly oppose allowing one’s website to
operate on Shabbat and Yom Tov, as they compare operating a website to allowing one’s store to function on
Shabbat. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein also told me that he is "strongly opposed” to maintaining a business website in
operation on Shabbat and Yom Tov. He believes it is analogous to Rav Yosef (Shabbat 18a) forbidding setting a mill
in a public area before Shabbat so that it will grind through Shabbeat, since the public can access the website. We
should note, though that if a business website is analogous to a mill then since the Rama (O.C. 252:5) rules that one
may follow Rabbah, who disagrees with Rav Yosef, to avoid a considerable financial loss, it follows that one may
allow one’s business website to function on Shabbat in case of concern for major financial loss. Mishnah Berurah
(252:49) adds that in case of great financial loss one should sell the mill to a non-Jew for Shabbat.



