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Weekend Reads: ©vy7:7 v

1. Talmud Bavli Massechet Shabbat 148b-149a

MISHNA: One may count his guests who are coming to his meal
and his appetizers, as long as he does so from memory; but one
may not read them from a written list, the reason for which will be
explained in the Gemara....

GEMARA: We learned in the mishna that one may not read the
names of his guests or the appetizers served in his meal from a
written list. The Gemara asks: What is the reason for this
prohibition? Rav Beivai said: It is a decree lest one erase
something that is written on the list if he regrets inviting a particular
guest or changes his mind about a particular dish. Abaye said: It is
a decree lest one read regular business documents.

The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference between them?
The Gemara answers: There is a difference between them in a case
in which the writing is on a wall and it is raised higher than a
person can reach. According to the one who says that the decree
was made lest one erase something from the list, in a case such as
this we are not concerned about erasure because one cannot even
reach the writing. But according to the one who says that the
decree was made lest one read business documents, we are still
concerned in this case.

...The Sages taught in a baraita: With regard to writing that is
under a picture or under graven images [deyokenaot], it is
prohibited to read it on Shabbat lest one end up reading business
documents.

2. Shulchan Aruch OH 307:12-17

12. One who invited guests and prepared various dishes for them
and one had written down the amount of guests and the amount of
food he had prepared, it is prohibited to read the list on Shabbos,
even if they are written high up on a wall, lest one reads documents
i.e. bills and expenses. RAMA: It is likewise prohibited to read them
with one'’s mind. (Rosh; R"an, Perek HaShoel; Tur) If however it is
carved into the wall it is permitted, but reading from a tablet is
prohibited even when carved into the tablet.
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13. Regular documents such as bills and expenses and letters of
greetings may not be read, and even to read them without
expressing the words is prohibited.

14. One may read a letter that was sent to him if one does not know
what it contains, one must not read the words aloud. If brought from
outside the Techum it is correct not to handle it.

15. A wall or curtain with drawings of unusual animals or
portrayals of people exhibiting a certain event, such as David and
Goliath, and beneath it is a legend depicting it’s character, it is
prohibited to read on Shabbos.

16. One may not read on Shabbos secular books of phrases and
parables, books of passion (such as Emanuel) and war books. One
may not read them during the week as well because it is a “sitting of
scoffers” and because one is “removing Hashem from one’s mind”.
Books of passion have an extra prohibition of arousing one’s evil
inclination, and therefore the authors, the duplicators and of course
the publishers cause the masses to sin. RAMA: It is noteworthy that
it is only prohibited to read secular writings and war books when
they are written in foreign languages, but when written in Lashon
Hakodesh it is permitted. That is what I see from Tosefos in Perek
Kol Kisvei (Shabbos 116b), and people are accustomed to being
lenient with this.

17. Anything other than Torah may not be learned on Shabbos and
Yom Tov, and even books on humanities are prohibited; yet there
are those that permit it. According to their opinion one may study
the astrolabe on Shabbos (and also handle it, as written in Siman
308:50).
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4. Rambam Hilchot Shabbat 23:19 VA0 NAW NRT ,arann
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R. Yekutiel Yehuda Halberstam, a descendant of R. Chaim of Sanz (author of Divrei Chaim) was born in Galicia in 5765

(1905 CE), and died in Kiryat Sanz in Netanya in 5754 (1994 CE)
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12. Peninei Halakha Hilchot Shabbat 22:12 - Permitted and
Forbidden Reading Material

One may not read run-of-the-mill secular material and stories if
they have no value. However, one who enjoys reading them may do
so occasionally, as the Sages did not forbid reading for pleasure on
Shabbat. In contrast., one should not read gripping novels that cause
sadness or anxiety on Shabbat (MB 306:38 and 307:3). It would
seem that one may read depressing stories from Jewish history and
rabbinic biographies, since they are valuable as Torah and are
morally edifying. Nevertheless, it is preferable to study pleasant

things, which are more appropriate for Shabbat.

In principle, one may read the newspaper for informative content.
One who enjoys reading news, stories, and analysis may do so, but
one may not read sad and worrying content on Shabbat. One may
read general financial articles as long as they do not give practical
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advice, but one may not read articles that give practical business QIR 0970 719390 MINRA X1PL NN
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reading a newspaper negates the main purpose of Shabbat, which is

Torah study. Therefore. one may read its informative content and
non-disturbing news, but only while in the bathroom.

13. Shulchan Aruch OH 306:8 7 IR Y
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One may think about one’s business matters, however out of respect

for Oneg Shabbos it is a Mitzvah not to ponder over them at all, and

it should be in one’s mind as if one has completed one’s work.
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