
Radical Perspectives :haShemit 

Part 1: the Individual 

1. Gittin 36a 

ל הִתְקִין פְרוֹסְבּוּל    מפני תיקון עולם                                                                                                               הִלֵּ

ן שֶרָאָה אֶת הָעָם שֶנִמְ  ל הַזָקֵּ ט זֶה אֶחָד מִן הַדְבָרִים שֶהִתְקִין הִלֵּ ינוֹ מְשַמֵּ עוּ מִלְהַלְווֹת זֶה אֶת זֶה וְעָבְרוּ  נְ תְנַן הָתָם פְרוֹסְבּוּל אֵּ

  § לעַל מַה שֶכָתוּב בַּתוֹרָה הִשָמֶר לְךָ פֶן יִהְיֶה דָבָר עִם לְבָבְךָ בְלִיַעַל וְגוֹ׳ עָמַד וְהִתְקִין פְרוֹסְבּוּ

The mishna taught that Hillel the Elder instituted the prosbol (a document that prevents the 

Sabbatical Year from abrogating an outstanding debt) for the betterment of the world.        

We learned in a mishna there (Shevi’it 10:3): If one writes a prosbol, the Sabbatical Year does 

not abrogate debt. This is one of the matters that Hillel the Elder instituted because he saw 

that the people of the nation were refraining from lending to one another around the time of 

the Sabbatical Year, as they were concerned that the debtor would not repay the loan, and they 

violated that which is written in the Torah: “Beware that there be not a base thought in 

your heart, saying: The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and your eye be evil against 

your needy brother, and you give him nothing” (Deuteronomy 15:9). He arose and instituted 

the prosbol so that it would also be possible to collect those debts in order to ensure that people 

would continue to give loans.  

2. Bava Batra 10a 

י לְמִיפַל יהּ בָּעֵּ יק בְּדַרְגָא אִישְתְמִיט כַרְעֵּ י שַבָּתוֹת  רַב פָפָא הֲוָה סָלֵּ ן( ]כוּ[ אִיחַיַיב מַאן דְסָנֵּי לַן כִמְחַלְלֵּ אֲמַר הַשְתָא )כֵּ

י עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה  יהּ חִיָיא בַּר רַב מִדִפְתִי לְרַב פָפָא שֶמָא עָנִי בָּא לְיָדְךָ וְלאֹ פִרְנַסְתוֹ                             וּכְעוֹבְדֵּ  אמַר לֵּ

 The Gemara relates: Rav Pappa was once climbing up a ladder when his foot slipped and he 

almost fell. He said: Now, is the one who hates us, a euphemism for himself, liable like 

Shabbat desecrators and idol worshippers, who are subject to death by stoning, which is 

similar to death by falling, the punishment that Rav Pappa narrowly escaped?                      

Ḥiyya bar Rav of Difti said to Rav Pappa: Perhaps a poor person once approached you and 

you did not sustain him, and therefore you were given a glimpse of the punishment that you 

actually deserve.  

ד עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה  כְ  ינָיו מִן הַצְדָקָה כְאִילוּ עוֹבֵּ ר כׇל הַמַעֲלִים עֵּ עַ בֶּן קׇרְחָה אוֹמֵּ תִיב הָכָא הִשָמֶר לְךָ פֶן יִהְיֶה דְתַנְיָא רַבִּי יְהוֹשֻׁ

  אֲנָשִים בְּנֵּי בְלִיַעַל מַה לְהַלָן עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה אַף כָאן עֲבוֹדָה זָרָהדָבָר עִם לְבָבְךָ בְּלִיַעַל וּכְתִיב הָתָם יָצְאוּ

 As it is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korḥa says: Anyone who turns his eyes 

away from one seeking charity it is as if he worships idols. From where is this derived? It is 

written here: “Beware that there be not a base thought in your heart…and your eye be evil 

against your poor brother, and you give him nothing” (Deuteronomy 15:9). And it is written 

there: “Certain base men have gone out…and have drawn away the inhabitants of their city, 

saying, Let us go and serve other gods” (Deuteronomy 13:14). Just as there, the base men sin 

with idolatry, so too here, idolatry.  



3. Gittin 36a (continued) 

י דְמִדְאוֹרָיְיתָא ל דְלָא מְשַמְטָא  וּמִי אִיכָא מִידֵּ    …אָמַר אַבָּיֵּי בַּשְבִיעִית בִּזְמַן הַזֶה וְרַבִּי הִיא ??מְשַמְטָא שְבִיעִית וְהִתְקִין הִלֵּ

The Gemara asks about the prosbol itself: But is there anything like this, where by Torah law 

the Sabbatical Year cancels the debt but Hillel instituted that it does not cancel the debt? 

Abaye said: The baraita is referring to the Sabbatical Year in the present, and it is in 

accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi that both the Jubilee year  and the shemita 

were no longer Biblically mandated at that time  

ט  תְשַמֵּ נַן דִּ ינוּ רַבָּ ין פְרוֹסְבוּל   וְתַקִּ תְקִּ מַד וְהִּ לְהַלְווֹת זֶה אֶת זֶה עָּ ם מִּ עָּ מְנְעוּ הָּ ל שֶנִּ לֵּ ה הִּ אָּ ית רָּ יעִּ כֶר לַשְבִּ  זֵּ

And the Sages instituted that despite this, the Sabbatical Year still will abrogate debt in the present, in 
remembrance of the Torah-mandated Sabbatical Year. Hillel saw that the people of the nation 
refrained from lending to each other so he arose and instituted the prosbol. According to this 
explanation, the ordinance of Hillel did not conflict with a Torah law; rather, he added an ordinance to 

counter the effect of a rabbinic law..  

 

4. Ethics of the Fathers  (Pirkei Avot)  Chapter 5: 10 

ם.  דָּ אָּ דוֹת בָּ י וְשֶלְךָ    אַרְבַע מִּ י שֶלִּ ר שֶלִּ אוֹמֵּ דַת סְדוֹם.  הָּ ים, זוֹ מִּ ית. וְיֵּש אוֹמְרִּ ינוֹנִּ ה בֵּ דָּ ךְ, זוֹ מִּ  שֶלָּ

רֶץ.  אָּ י, עַם הָּ י שֶלְךָ וְשֶלְךָ שֶלִּ יד.                     שֶלִּ סִּ ךְ, חָּ י שֶלְךָ וְשֶלְךָ שֶלָּ י                   שֶלִּ י שֶלִּ ע  שֶלִּ שָּ י, רָּ  :וְשֶלְךָ שֶלִּ

 There are four types of character in human beings: 

 One that says: “mine is mine, and yours is yours”: this is a commonplace type (or: the middle road)   ; 

and some say this is a sodom-type of character (or: the quality of  Sodom) 

 [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person; 

 [One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is yours” is a pious person. 

 [One that says:] “mine is mine, and yours is mine” is a wicked person. 
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Part 2: God’s Land, God’s World  

 

Leviticus Rabbah Chapter 26 .5 

מַר הַכָּתוּב  ים, זֶה שֶאָּ הֲנִּ ר אֶל הַכֹּ ֹּאמֶר ה' אֶל משֶה אֱמֹּ מֶר,  ( :תהלים יט, ג )וַי יעַ אֹּ                                    יוֹם לְיוֹם יַבִּ

ךְ הַיוֹם  ילָּ כָּאן וָּאֵּ ין, מִּ וִּ ה שָּ י הַיוֹם וְהַלַיְלָּ שְרֵּ תְקוּפַת תִּ ד בִּ ן וּבְאֶחָּ יסָּ תְקוּפַת נִּ ד בִּ ן  תַנְיָּא בְאֶחָּ ה מִּ ה וְהַלַיְלָּ ן הַלַיְלָּ לֹוֶה מִּ

י  ל בְלִּ ין, הַכֹּ יוּסִּ זֶה בְפִּ ין זֶה לָּ ין הַיוֹם וּפוֹרְעִּ ה גְזַר דִּ רוֹת וְכַמָּ ה שְטָּ ה כַמָּ ל לְמַטָּ ין, הֱוֵּי: יוֹם לְיוֹם וגו', אֲבָּ י גְזַר דִּ  ,שְטַר וּבְלִּ

א קַוָּּם( :תהלים יט, ה ) רֶץ יָּצָּ אָּ ל הָּ  ,בְכָּ

“Day unto day utters speech..their  voice is unheard…” (Psalms 19:3)                                                                

On the first day of the ‘tekufa’   of Tishrei and the first day of the ‘tekufa’ of Nissan (the vernal and 

autumnal equinoxes),  the  day and night are equal. From then onwards the day borrows from the night 

and the night from the day, and they repay each other amicably, everything being done without legal 

document or judicial verdict…Here below, however, what a multitude of legal documents and what a 

multitude of judicial verdicts are required, “Their line goes out through all the earth.” 

 

6. Exodus Rabbah Chapter 31 

זֶה,   ין זֶה מִּ רוּךְ הוּא לֹוִּ דוֹש בָּ יו שֶל הַקָּ יוֹתָּ ל בְרִּ ה כָּ  בוֹא וּרְאֵּ

ין  נִּ ינָּן דָּ ן הַיוֹם, וְאֵּ ה מִּ ה וְהַלַיְלָּ ן הַלַילָּ יוֹת, שֶנֶאֱמַר הַיוֹם לֹוֶה מִּ ם זֶה כַבְרִּ מֶר. ( :תהלים יט, ג)זֶה עִּ יעַ אֹּ   יוֹם לְיוֹם יַבִּ

כְ  אוֹר, הַחָּ ן הָּ ן הַשֶמֶש וְהַשֶמֶש מִּ אוֹר לֹוֶה מִּ נָּה,. הָּ ן הַלְבָּ ים מִּ בִּ ים וְהַכוֹכָּ בִּ ן הַכוֹכָּ נָּה לֹוָּה מִּ ה לֹוָּ הַלְבָּ ינָּה  מָּ ן הַבִּ ה מִּ

קָּ  ה וְהַצְדָּ קָּ ן הַצְדָּ ם,. הַחֶסֶד לֹוֶה מִּ מַיִּ הַשָּ רֶץ מֵּ אָּ רֶץ וְהָּ אָּ ן הָּ ין מִּ ם לֹוִּ מַיִּ ה,. הַשָּ כְמָּ ן הַחָּ ינָּה מִּ ה לֹוָּה  וְהַבִּ ן הַחֶסֶד הַתוֹרָּ ה מִּ

רוּךְ  דוֹש בָּ יו שֶל הַקָּ יוֹתָּ ה, , בְרִּ ן הַתוֹרָּ צְווֹת מִּ צְווֹת וְהַמִּ ן הַמִּ ים,    מִּ רִּ ם זֶה בְלֹּא דְבָּ לוֹם זֶה עִּ ים שָּ זֶה וְעוֹשִּ ין זֶה מִּ הוּא לֹוִּ

זֵּל ית וּבְגָּ בִּ לְעוֹ בְרִּ ש לְבָּ רוֹ וּמְבַקֵּ חֲבֵּ ם לֹוֶה מֵּ ר וָּדָּ שָּ  …בָּ

Come and see how  all God’s creations borrow from one another, day borrows from night and night  

from day. But they do not go to law with each other like mortals do…The moon borrows from the stars 

and the stars from the moon….wisdom and understanding…righteousness and lovingkindness…Torah 

and mitzvoth…God’s creatures  borrow from each other and make peace with each other without 

words. Human beings borrow from each other and attempt to swallow each other up… 

 

7. Sifra to Leviticus[ 

תֻת"                                             אל תרע עיניך בה.  --לחולטנית. "כי לי הארץ"  --ח[ "והארץ לא תמכר לצמִּ
כי גרים  " :(דברי הימים א כט, טו )אל תעשו עצמכם עיקר. וכן הוא אומר --ותושבים אתם.." "כי גרים   

                             כי גר אנכי עמך תו" :(תהלים לט, יג )אנחנו לפניך ותושבים ככל אבותינו". וכן דוד אומר
  .) (Vayikra 25:238(דיו לעבד שיהיה כרבו. כשתהיה שלי הרי הוא שלכם --"אתם עמדי" 

file:///C:/Psalms.19.3
file:///C:/Psalms.19.5
file:///C:/Psalms.19.3
/I_Chronicles.29.15
/Psalms.39.13
/Psalms.39.13
/Psalms.39.13
/Leviticus.25.23


 "And the land shall not be sold litzmituth, for Mine is the land; for strangers and settlers are 
you with Me." 

 "litzmituth": in perpetuity. "for Mine is the land": Do not take it amiss, then, (that I forbid this 
to you for is is not yours). "for strangers and settlers are you": Do not make yourselves 
foremost. And thus is it written (I Chronicles 29:15) "For we are strangers with You and 
sojourners, as all of our fathers." And thus did David say (Tehillim 39:13) "For a stranger am I 
with You, a sojourner, as all of my fathers."                     "are you with Me": It suffices the servant 
that he emulate his master. "When you are Mine, it (Eretz Yisrael) will be yours. 

If you go in My ways you will be settled and if not you will just be temporary dwellers before 
me…Do not think that once you entered the land it is totally yours especially after many 
generations…rather it is always God’s and in every generation he gives it to us on condition that 
we keep His commandments as Joshua instructed. And even David said: although I am King I am 
still a sojourner…When you go in My ways the Shechina will dwell in the land and you will be 
with Me… (based on commentary by Rabbi Kasher) 

8. Brakhot 35a 

 לאֹ בְּרָכָה מָעַל. תָנוּ רַבָּנַן: אָסוּר לוֹ לָאָדָם שֶיֵּהָנֶה מִן הָעוֹלָם הַזֶה בְּלאֹ בְּרָכָה. וְכׇל הַנֶהֱנֶה מִן הָעוֹלָם הַזֶה בְּ 

The Sages taught in a Tosefta: One is forbidden to derive benefit from this world, which is 

the property of God, without reciting a blessing beforehand. And anyone who derives benefit 

from this world without a blessing, it is as if he is guilty of misuse of a consecrated object.  

ל: כׇל הַנֶהֱנֶה מִן הָ  י שָמַיִם, שֶנֶאֱמַר: ״לַה׳ הָאָרֶץ  אָמַר רַב יְהוּדָה אָמַר שְמוּאֵּ עוֹלָם הַזֶה בְּלאֹ בְּרָכָה כְאִילוּ נֶהֱנָה מִקׇדְשֵּ

 וּמְלוֹאָהּ״.

י: כְתִיב ״לַה׳ הָאָרֶץ וּמְלוֹאָהּ״, וּכְתִיב ״הַשָמַיִם שָמַיִם לַה׳ וְהָאָרֶץ נָתַן לִבְנֵּי אָדָם״! לָ   וִי רָמֵּ  ,קוֹדֶם בְּרָכָה  א קַשְיָא כָאןרַבִּי לֵּ

 כָאן לְאַחַר בְּרָכָה

 Similarly, Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: One who derives benefit from this world 

without a blessing, it is as if he enjoyed objects consecrated to the heavens, as it is stated: 

“The earth and all it contains is the Lord’s, the world and all those who live in it” (Psalms 

24:1). Rabbi Levi expressed this concept differently. 

 Rabbi Levi raised a contradiction: It is written: “The earth and all it contains is the 

Lord’s,” and it is written elsewhere: “The heavens are the Lord’s and the earth He has 

given over to mankind” (Psalms 115:16). There is clearly a contradiction with regard to whom 

the earth belongs. He himself resolves the contradiction: This is not difficult. Here, the verse 

that says that the earth is the Lord’s refers to the situation before a blessing is recited, . and 

here, where it says that He gave the earth to mankind refers to after a blessing is recited.  
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