Shemitah’s Radical Perspectives

Part 1: the Individual

1. Gittin 36a
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The mishna taught that Hillel the Elder instituted the prosbol (a document that prevents the
Sabbatical Year from abrogating an outstanding debt) for the betterment of the world.

We learned in a mishna there (Shevi’it 10:3): If one writes a prosbol, the Sabbatical Year does
not abrogate debt. This is one of the matters that Hillel the Elder instituted because he saw
that the people of the nation were refraining from lending to one another around the time of
the Sabbatical Year, as they were concerned that the debtor would not repay the loan, and they
violated that which is written in the Torah: “Beware that there be not a base thought in
your heart, saying: The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and your eye be evil against
your needy brother, and you give him nothing” (Deuteronomy 15:9). He arose and instituted
the prosbol so that it would also be possible to collect those debts in order to ensure that people
would continue to give loans.

2. Bava Batra 10a
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The Gemara relates: Rav Pappa was once climbing up a ladder when his foot slipped and he
almost fell. He said: Now, is the one who hates us, a euphemism for himself, liable like
Shabbat desecrators and idol worshippers, who are subject to death by stoning, which is
similar to death by falling, the punishment that Rav Pappa narrowly escaped?

Hiyya bar Rav of Difti said to Rav Pappa: Perhaps a poor person once approached you and
you did not sustain him, and therefore you were given a glimpse of the punishment that you
actually deserve.
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As it is taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha says: Anyone who turns his eyes
away from one seeking charity it is as if he worships idols. From where is this derived? It is
written here: “Beware that there be not a base thought in your heart...and your eye be evil
against your poor brother, and you give him nothing” (Deuteronomy 15:9). And it is written
there: “Certain base men have gone out...and have drawn away the inhabitants of their city,
saying, Let us go and serve other gods” (Deuteronomy 13:14). Just as there, the base men sin
with idolatry, so too here, idolatry.



3. Ethics of the Fathers (Pirkei Avot) Chapter 5: 10
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There are four types of character in human beings:

One that says: “mine is mine, and yours is yours”: this is a commonplace type (or: the middle road) ;
and some say this is a sodom-type of character (or: the quality of Sodom)

[One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person;
[One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is yours” is a pious person.

[One that says:] “mine is mine, and yours is mine” is a wicked person.

4. Leviticus Rabbah Chapter 26
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5. Exodus Rabbah Chapter 31
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