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1. Deuteronomy 15:1-11

Every seventh year™ you shall practice remission of debts.
This shall be the nature of the remission: every creditor shall
remit the due that he claims from his fellow; he shall not dun
his fellow or kinsman, for the remission proclaimed is of the
LORD. You may dun the foreigner; but you must remit
whatever is due you from your kinsmen.

There shall be no needy among you—since the LORD your
God will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you as a hereditary portion— if only you heed the
LORD your God and take care to keep all this Instruction that
[ enjoin upon you this day. For the LORD your God will bless
you as He has promised you: you will extend loans to many
nations, but require none yourself; you will dominate many
nations, but they will not dominate you.

If, however, there is a needy person among you, one of your
kinsmen in any of your settlements in the land that the LORD
your God is giving you, do not harden your heart and shut
your hand against your needy kinsman. Rather, you must
open your hand and lend him sufficient for whatever he
needs. Beware lest you harbor the base thought, “The
seventh year, the year of remission, is approaching,” so
that you are mean to your needy kinsman and give him
nothing. He will cry out to the LORD against you, and
you will incur guilt. Give to him readily and have no
regrets when you do so, for in return the LORD your God
will bless you in all your efforts and in all your undertakings.
For there will never cease to be needy ones in your land,
which is why I command you: open your hand to the poor
and needy kinsman in your land.

2.Rashi: HOWBEIT THERE SHALL BE NO NEEDY
AMONG YOU — But further on (v. 11) it states, “For the
needy shall never cease out of the land”! But the explanation
is: When you do the will of the Omnipresent the needy will
be amongst the others and not amongst you, if, however, you
do not the will of the Omnipresent, the needy will be amongst
you.
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3. Ketubot 68a:2 *2:N 1170 Mawno
And Rabbi Hiyya bar Rav of Difti taught: Rabbi Yehoshua ben 27 °0D77 17 12 K71 °27 I
Korha says: With regard to anyone who averts his eyes from the 23 70N 1R 12 Y
obligation to give charity, it is as if he engages in idol worship. It is 1’7’?_(:;) IRIXA N IY u’?s_zr_au
written here concerning charity: “Beware that there be not a base N2 2°n2 11 172y 1Y
[beliyaal] thought in your heart...and you will not give him” 7227 0y 127 T 1R A7 nwn
(Deuteronomy 15:9), and it is written there concerning idolatry: INY® ONiT 22021 i3 23002
“Certain base [beliyaal] fellows have gone out” (Deuteronomy 1717 MR 29722 712 DWIN
13:14). Just as there, in the latter verse, the word “base [beliyaal]” is T T2y IND AX AT ATy

referring to idol worship, so too here, this expression indicates a sin
on the scale of idol worship.

4. Sifrei Devarim 113 °p 027 "R
"and what you have with your brother (your hand shall release") and 2w N21 MR DX 72 T e
not what your brother has in your hand — whence it is derived that if 77277 ;71X 70K IXO1 .7T°2 NN
someone lent on a pledge, shemitah does not release (the pledge). NuNWN N°Y7Iw PR NN oY
"and what you have with your brother your hand shall release": and 2011 K T LAYN TPIN DX
not one who hands over his bills (of indebtedness) to beth-din (i.e., 551 ,17K X971 .27 07aR rmne
Beth-din may present the bills for him; for then it is not his hand, but ...0?W1 PPN 2190 Manne 1Ppnn

their hand that is doing so.) It is for this reason, for the general
welfare, that Beth-Hillel instituted the prozbul...

5. Pruzbul Form
https://oukosher.org/blog/consumer-kosher/pruzbul-form-before-a-bet-din-english/

In the presence of the undersigned three judges (dayanim), duly constituting a Bet Din, there
appeared before us
who declared before us as follows:
“I hereby turn over to you judges [insert names] ,
and

. in this place [insert place name]
all of the debts owed to me, whether or not the debts are evidenced in writing, so that | may
therefore collect these debts at any time that | desire.”
We the undersigned Bet Din heard the declaration of the above-described person and have
empowered such person to avoid having his (or her) debts canceled by shmitta and he (or she)
may therefore collect all of his (or her) debts by virtue of this Pruzbul in accordance with the
special enactment of Hillel and Chazal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereby affix our signatures this day of
, 5781, here in
Signed: , dayan Signed:

, dayan Signed: , dayan



https://www.sefaria.org/Ketubot.68a.2
https://oukosher.org/blog/consumer-kosher/pruzbul-form-before-a-bet-din-english/

6. Mishnah Gittin 4:3

And Hillel instituted a document that prevents the
Sabbatical Year from abrogating an outstanding debt
[prosbol] for the betterment of the world.

7. Gittin 36a:11-36b:2

§ The mishna taught that Hillel the Elder instituted a document
that prevents the Sabbatical Year from abrogating an
outstanding debt [prosbol]. We learned in a mishna there
(Shevi’it 10:3): If one writes a prosbol, the Sabbatical Year does not
abrogate debt. This is one of the matters that Hillel the Elder
instituted because he saw that the people of the nation were
refraining from lending to one another around the time of the
Sabbatical Year, as they were concerned that the debtor would not
repay the loan, and they violated that which is written in the
Torah: “Beware that there be not a base thought in your
heart, saying: The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and
your eye be evil against your needy brother, and you give him
nothing” (Deuteronomy 15:9). He arose and instituted the
prosbol so that it would also be possible to collect those debts in
order to ensure that people would continue to give loans.

And this is the essence of the text of the prosbol: I transfer to
you, so-and-so the judges, who are in such and such a place,
so that I will collect any debt that I am owed by so-and-so
whenever I wish, as the court now has the right to collect the
debts. And the judges or the witnesses sign below, and this is
sufficient. The creditor will then be able to collect the debt on
behalf of the court, and the court can give it to him.

The Gemara asks about the prosbol itself: But is there anything
like this, where by Torah law the Sabbatical Year cancels the
debt but Hillel instituted that it does not cancel the debt?
Abaye said: The baraita is referring to the Sabbatical Year in
the present, and it is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi. As it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi says: The verse states in the context of the cancellation of
debts: “And this is the manner of the abrogation: He shall
abrogate” (Deuteronomy 15:2). The verse speaks of two types
of abrogation: One is the release of land and one is the
abrogation of monetary debts. Since the two are equated, one
can learn the following: At a time when you release land, when
the Jubilee Year is practiced, you abrogate monetary debts; ata
time when you do not release land, such as the present time,
when the Jubilee Year is no longer practiced, you also do not
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abrogate monetary debts. And the Sages instituted that
despite this, the Sabbatical Year still will abrogate debt in the
present, in remembrance of the Torah-mandated Sabbatical
Year. Hillel saw that the people of the nation refrained from
lending to each other so he arose and instituted the prosbol.
According to this explanation, the ordinance of Hillel did not
conflict with a Torah law; rather, he added an ordinance to
counter the effect of a rabbinic law. According to this explanation,
the Sages instituted that even in the present the Sabbatical Year
would bring a cancellation of debt, despite the fact that by Torah
law the debt still stands.
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11. Arachin 32a

it means to compare their arrival in Eretz Yisrael in the days of
Ezra to their arrival in the days of Joshua: Just as with regard to
their arrival in the days of Joshua, they counted Sabbatical Years
and Jubilee Years and they sanctified walled cities, so too, with
regard to their arrival in the days of Ezra, they counted Sabbatical
Years and Jubilee Years and they sanctified walled cities.

But did they count Sabbatical Years and Jubilee Years in the days of
Ezra? Now, if from the time that the tribe of Reuben and the tribe
of Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh were exiled (see I Chronicles
5:26) the counting of Jubilee Years was nullified, despite the fact that
a majority of Jews lived in Eretz Yisrael, then in the time of Ezra, about
which it is written: “The whole congregation together was
42,360” (Ezra 2:64), would they have counted Jubilee Years? As it is
taught in a baraita: From the time that the tribe of Reuben and the
tribe of Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh were exiled, the
counting of Jubilee Years was nullified, as it is stated: “And you
shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants;
it shall be a Jubilee for you” (Leviticus 25:10), indicating that the
halakhot of the Jubilee Year apply only when all its inhabitants are in
Eretz Yisrael, and not when some of them have been exiled.

The baraita continues: One might have thought that if all the Jews
were living in Eretz Yisrael, but they are intermingled, e.g., the
tribe of Benjamin is living in the portion of the tribe of Judah, and
the tribe of Judah in the portion of the tribe of Benjamin, that the
Jubilee Year should be in effect. Therefore, the verse states: “To all
its inhabitants,” which teaches that the Jubilee Year applies only
when its inhabitants are living according to their proper
arrangment, and not when they are intermingled. How, then,
could those who returned from exile have counted the Jubilee Years?

Rather, Rabbi Yohanan says: Indeed, the Jubilee Year was not in
effect once the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh
were exiled. But Jeremiah brought back all the exiled tribes, and
Josiah, son of Amon, ruled over them. And from where do we
derive that Jeremiah brought them back? As it is written: “For the
seller shall not return to that which he has sold” (Ezekiel 7:13).
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Ezekiel prophesied that there will come a time when fields will not be R’
returned to the owners in the Jubilee Year. Now, is it possible that the

Jubilee Year had already been nullified and yet the prophet is

prophesying that it will be annulled in the future? Rather, this

teaches that Jeremiah brought back the exiled tribes.

NN:2 17 12003 By mpoin .12

TORY 12 TINYY 1P2197 12X N1 PRT DA 2210 131 92 N1 Npn KT XM - 1°Y7awh 101 vawnT 1127 pm
MDY 07w N YpIp NTaya



