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Review

v Three main forms of  liturgical poetry that we encounter in Elul and during the 

High Holidays:

o Part One (last week): Selichot

• Piyyut in general

• The genre of  Selichot specifically 

o Part Two (today!): The Piyyutim (and other prayers) of  Rosh haShana

o Part Three (next week, 9/9 [@ 9pm ET]): The Seder ha-Avodah of  Yom 

Kippur 



Outline of  Today’s Class

o A Brief  Overview of  the Rosh Hashana Prayers

o Closer look at Shacharit

o Closer look at Musaf

o [Time Permitting: Some Additional Tidbits]



An Overview of  the Rosh Hashana Prayers and Their History

The Main “Critical Edition” of  the Ashkenazi Machzor

Daniel Goldschmidt 
(1895-1972)



An Overview of  the Rosh Hashana Prayers and Their History

Sections of  the Service

o Ma’ariv

• Ma’arivim

o Shacharit

• Yotzerot

• Kedushta’ot

o Torah Service—(Genesis 21, 1 Sam. 1; Genesis 22, Jer. 31; see b. Megilah 31a)

o Initial Shofar Blasts ( בשוימדתועיקת )

o Musaf

• Kedushta (!), With Tekiatot (=Malchuyot, Zikhronot, Shofrot)



Rabbi Elazar BeRabbi Kalir (“the Kaliri”)

o Lived in the Galilee

o Flourished in the late 6th century and in the first decades of  the 7th

century

o Composed many, many piyyutim, primarily for holidays and special 

Sabbathes

o Much of  his work survived as it remained (and remains) in use in 

some European rites

• His aesthetic was not particularly popular in every region or period

o Many works also survive in copies from the Cairo Genizah, and 

some are exclusively found there



Rabbi Elazar Berabbi Kalir (“the Kaliri”)

Shulamit Elizur 
(1955-)

Michael Rand
(1972-)



An Overview of  the Rosh Hashana Prayers and Their History

Central Themes and Motifs

o God answers prayers, with examples brought from the Bible

• In particular, he answered Sarah and Chana’s prayers

o The Binding of  Isaac

o God is King

o The Creation of  the World

o Shofarot



Sidebar: Some Ancient Synagogue Art



Beit Alpha



Sepphoris





Hammath Tiberias Synagogue



Shacharit



Shacharit, Day 1—The Qaliri’s Kedushta “ הדוקפ םוי ליח תא ”

1 - Magen הדוקפ םוי ליח תא

2 - Mehaye וזתלאת

3 - Meshalesh )הישנ קוצמ גוח ןבא(

4 הכלממ תרדא

5 הנשיתנ קדצב רשא םא

6 םויא רזנדיפאא

7 ןוילע ךלמ

8 המויא ירידא-ךלמ ׳ה

9 - Silluk  טפשמב ךלמ

10 - Kedusha תרקס לעפמ לכ זאמ זא



…but first, “Reshuyot”









Musaf



As for the order of the Benedictions' a man recites Fathers and Power and the Holiness of

the Name, and combines with them Sovereignty verses, but he does not then sound the

shofar; [he then recites] the Holiness of the Day and sounds the shofar; [he then recites]

Remembrance and sounds the shofar; [he then recites] Shofarot and sounds the shofar;

then he recites Worship, and Thanksgiving and the Benediction of the Priests. So R.

Johanan b. Nuri. R. Akiba said to him: If he does not sound the shofar for Sovereignty, why

does he mention it? Rather, he recites Fathers, Power, and the Holiness of the Name, and

combines Sovereignty with the Holiness of the Day, and sounds the shofar; [he then

recites] Remembrance verses and sounds the shofar; [he then recites] Shofarot and sounds

the shofar; and then he recites Worship, Thanksgiving, and the Benediction of the Priests.

ללוכו,םשהתשודקותורובגותובארמוא,תוכרברדס

.עקותו,םויהתשודק.עקותוניאו,ןהמעתויוכלמ

האדוהוהדובערמואו.עקותו,תורפוש.עקותו,תונורכז

יברולרמא.ירונןבןנחוייברירבד.םינהכתכרבו

?ריכזמאוההמל,תויוכלמלעקותוניאםא:אביקע

ללוכו.םשהתשודקותורובגותובארמואאלא

.עקותו,תונורכז.עקותו,םויהתשודקםעתויוכלמ

.םינהכתכרבוהאדוהוהדובערמואו.עקותו,תורפוש

They may not recite less than ten Sovereignty verses, ten Remembrance verses, or ten

Shofar verses. R. Johanan b. Nuri says: If he recites three of each he has fulfilled his

obligation. They may not make mention of any Remembrance, Sovereignty, or Shofar

verses that record divine chastisement. They begin with [verses from] the Law and end with

[verses from] the Prophets. R. Jose says: If a man ended with [verses from] the Law he has

fulfilled his obligation.

,תונורכזהרשעמ,תויוכלמהרשעמןיתחופןיא

.תורפושהרשעמ

,ןלוכמשלששלשרמאםא:רמואירונןבןנחוייבר

.תונערופלשרפושותוכלמןורכזןיריכזמןיא.אצי

םא:רמואיסוייבר.איבנבםילשמוהרותבליחתמ

.אצי,הרותבםילשה

m. Rosh Hashana 4:5-6



The holiday of Rosh Hashana that fell on the Sabbath, Beit Shammi says, one

prays ten, and Beit Hillel says, one prays nine. A holiday that falls on the Sabbath,

Beit Shammai says, one prays eight, and says Sabbath by itself and the Holiday by

itself, and begins with the Sabbath; and Beit Hillel says, one prays seven, and

begins with Sabbath and ends with Sabbath and says the Holiness of the Day in

the middle. Beit Hillel said to Beit Shammai: And was it not in front of you all, the

elders of Beit Shammai, that Little Honi went down and said seven, and the whole

nation said to him, “this is pleasing”? Beit Shammai said to them: for it was a time

at which it was appropriate to be brief. Beit Hillel said to them: if it was a time at

which it was appropriate to be brief, then he should have abbreviated all of them.

׳מואיימשתיב,תבשבתויהללחשהנשהשארלשבוטםוי

תויהללחשבוטםוי.עשתללפתמ׳ואללהתיבו,רשעללפתמ

ינפבתבשלש׳ואו,הנומשללפתמ׳מואיימשתיב,תבשב

ללהתיבו,תבשלשבליחתמו,המצעינפבבוטםוילשוהמצע

׳מואו,תבשלשבםייסמותבשלשבליחתמו,עבשללפתמ׳וא

דמעמבאלהויימשתיבלללהתיבורמא.עצמאבםויהתשודק

לכולורמאו,עבש׳מאוןטקהינוחדרי,יימשתיבינקז,םכלוכ

העשהתיהשינפמיימשתיבםהלורמא.ךלאוהחורתחנםעה

היוארהעשהתיהוליאללהתיבםהלורמא.רצקלהיואר

.םלוכברצקלולהיה,רצקל

t. Rosh Hashana 2.17



The Phrase “Went down before the Ark”
Cf., the synagogues in Magdala and Gamla, and other Second Temple era synagogues



The holiday of Rosh Hashana that fell on the Sabbath, Beit Shammi says, one

prays ten, and Beit Hillel says, one prays nine. A holiday that falls on the Sabbath,

Beit Shammai says, one prays eight, and says Sabbath by itself and the Holiday by

itself, and begins with the Sabbath; and Beit Hillel says, one prays seven, and

begins with Sabbath and ends with Sabbath and says the Holiness of the Day in

the middle. Beit Hillel said to Beit Shammai: And was it not in front of you all, the

elders of Beit Shammai, that Little Honi went down and said seven, and the whole

nation said to him, “this is pleasing”? Beit Shammai said to them: for it was a time

at which it was appropriate to be brief. Beit Hillel said to them: if it was a time at

which it was appropriate to be brief, then he should have abbreviated all of them.

׳מואיימשתיב,תבשבתויהללחשהנשהשארלשבוטםוי

תויהללחשבוטםוי.עשתללפתמ׳ואללהתיבו,רשעללפתמ

ינפבתבשלש׳ואו,הנומשללפתמ׳מואיימשתיב,תבשב

ללהתיבו,תבשלשבליחתמו,המצעינפבבוטםוילשוהמצע

׳מואו,תבשלשבםייסמותבשלשבליחתמו,עבשללפתמ׳וא

דמעמבאלהויימשתיבלללהתיבורמא.עצמאבםויהתשודק

לכולורמאו,עבש׳מאוןטקהינוחדרי,יימשתיבינקז,םכלוכ

העשהתיהשינפמיימשתיבםהלורמא.ךלאוהחורתחנםעה

היוארהעשהתיהוליאללהתיבםהלורמא.רצקלהיואר

.םלוכברצקלולהיה,רצקל

t. Rosh Hashana 2.17



(=Malchuyot of  R. Yohanan b. Nuri?)״ךדחפ ןת ןכבו״

You are holy and Your Name is holy and holy beings praise You every day, forever.
And so, grant. that Your awe, Lord, our God, be upon all Your works, and Your dread upon
all You have created; and [then] all [Your] works will fear You, and prostrate before You will
be all [Your] created beings. And may they all form a single band to do Your will with a
perfect heart. For we know Lord, our God that rulership is Yours, strength is in Your hand,
might is in Your right hand and Your Name is awesome over all You have created.
And so, grant honor, Lord, to Your people, praise to those who fear You, good hope to
those who seek You confident speech to those who yearn for You, joy to Your land,
gladness to Your city, flourishing of pride to David, Your servant and an array of light to
the son of Yishai, Your anointed, speedily in our days.
And then the righteous will see [this] and rejoice, and the upright will be jubilant, and the
pious will exult with joyous song; injustice will close its mouth, and all the wickedness will
vanish like smoke, when You remove the rule of evil from the earth.
And You Lord will reign alone over all Your works on Mount Zion, dwelling place of Your
glory, and in Jerusalem, city of Your Sanctuary, as it is written in Your holy words, “Lord
will reign forever; Your God, Zion, throughout all generations. Praise God.” (Ps. 146.10)
Holy are You, and awesome is Your Name, and there is no God beside You, as it is written,
“And Lord of Hosts is exalted through justice and the Almighty, the Holy One, is sanctified
through righteousness.” (Is. 5:16)
Blessed are You, Lord, the King, the Holy One.

:הלָס6ֶּֽוּלֽלְהַיְםוֹילכָבְּםישִׁוֹדקְוּשׁוֹדק6ָמְשִׁוְשׁוֹדקָהתָּאַ
לכָּלע6ַתְמָיאֵו6ְישֶֽׂעֲמַלכָּלעַוּניהֵֹֽלאֱיי6דְּחְפַּןתֵּןכֵבְוּ
לכ6ָּינֶפָלְוּוחֲתַּשְׁיִוְםישִׂעֲמַּהַלכ6ָּוּאֽרָייִוְ.תָארָֽבָּשֶּׁהמַ
בבָלֵב6ְּנְוֹצרְתוֹשׂעֲלַתחָאֶהדָּגֻאֲםלָּכֻוּשׂעָיֵוְ.םיאִוּרבְּהַ
6דְיָבְּזע6ֹינֶֽפָלְןוֹטלְשִּׁהַשֶׁוּניהֵֹֽלאֱייוּנעְדַֽיָּשֶׁוֹמכְּ.םלֵשָׁ
:תָארָֽבָּשֶּׁהמַלכָּלעַארָוֹנ6מְשִׁו6ְנֶֽימִיבִּהרָוּבגְוּ
הבָוֹטהוָקְתִו6ְיאֶֽרֵילִהלָּהִת6ְּמֶּֽעַלְהוָהֹיְדוֹבכָּןתֵּןכֵבְוּ
6צֶֽרְאַלְהחָמְשִׂ.Tלָםילִחֲיַמְלַהפֶּןוֹחתְפִו6ּישֶֽׁרְוֹדלְ
רנֵתכַירִעֲו6ַדֶּֽבְעַדוִדָלְןרֶקֶֽתחַימִצְו6ּרֶֽיעִלְןוֹשׂשָׂוְ
:וּנימֵֽיָבְהרָהֵמְב6ִּחֶֽישִׁמְישַׁיִ־ןבֶלְ
ֹלעֲיַםירִשָׁיוִוּחמָֽשְׂיִוְוּארְיִםיקִידִּצַןכֵבְוּ הנָּרִבְּםידִיסִחֲוַוּזֽ
הלֶכְתִּןשָׁעָכְּהּלָּכֻּהעָשְׁרִהָלכָוְ.הָיפִּֽץפָּקְתִּהתָלָֽוֹעוְוּליגִֽיָ
:ץרֶאָֽהָןמִןוֹדזָתלֶשֶֽׁמְמֶריבִעֲתַיכִּ
ןכַּשְׁמִןוֹיּצִרהַב6ְּישֶֽׂעֲמַלכָּלע6ַדֶּֽבַלְהוָהֹיְהתָּאTַוֹלמְתִוְ
Tֹלמְי6ִשֶֽׁדְקָירֵבְדִבְּבוּתכָּכַּ.6שֶֽׁדְקָריעִםיִלַֽשָׁוּריבִו6ּדֶֽוֹבכְּ
:הּיָוּללְהַרדֹוָרדֹלְןוֹיּצTִיִהַֹֽלאֱםלָוֹעלְיי
בוּתכָּכַּ.6ידֶֽעָלְבַּמִהַּוֹלֽאֱןיאֵו6ְמֶֽשְׁארָוֹנוְהתָּאַשׁוֹדקָ
.הקָדָצְבִּשׁדַּקְנִשׁוֹדקָּהַלאֵהָוְטפָּשְׁמִּבַּתוֹאבָצְייהּבַּגְיִּוַ
:שׁוֹדקָּהTַלֶמֶּֽהַייהתָּאTַוּרבָּ



Oxford Heb. d. 55 33b
From a Siddur of  the Palestinian Rite



(=Malchuyot of  R. Yohanan b. Nuri?)״ךדחפ ןת ןכבו״

You are holy and Your Name is holy and holy beings praise You every day, forever.
And so, grant. that Your awe, Lord, our God, be upon all Your works, and Your dread upon
all You have created; and [then] all [Your] works will fear You, and prostrate before You will
be all [Your] created beings. And may they all form a single band to do Your will with a
perfect heart. For we know Lord, our God that rulership is Yours, strength is in Your hand,
might is in Your right hand and Your Name is awesome over all You have created.
And so, grant honor, Lord, to Your people, praise to those who fear You, good hope to
those who seek You confident speech to those who yearn for You, joy to Your land,
gladness to Your city, flourishing of pride to David, Your servant and an array of light to
the son of Yishai, Your anointed, speedily in our days.
And then the righteous will see [this] and rejoice, and the upright will be jubilant, and the
pious will exult with joyous song; injustice will close its mouth, and all the wickedness will
vanish like smoke, when You remove the rule of evil from the earth.
And You Lord will reign alone over all Your works on Mount Zion, dwelling place of Your
glory, and in Jerusalem, city of Your Sanctuary, as it is written in Your holy words, “Lord
will reign forever; Your God, Zion, throughout all generations. Praise God.” (Ps. 146.10)
Holy are You, and awesome is Your Name, and there is no God beside You, as it is written,
“And Lord of Hosts is exalted through justice and the Almighty, the Holy One, is sanctified
through righteousness.”
Blessed are You, Lord, the King, the Holy One.

:הלָסֶּֽ.וּלֽלְהַיְםוֹילכָבְּםישִׁוֹדקְוּשׁוֹדקָ.מְשִׁוְשׁוֹדקָהתָּאַ
לכָּלע2ַתְמָיאֵו2ְישֶֽׂעֲמַלכָּלעַוּניהֵֹֽלאֱיי2דְּחְפַּןתֵּןכֵבְוּ
לכ2ָּינֶפָלְוּוחֲתַּשְׁיִוְםישִׂעֲמַּהַלכ2ָּוּאֽרָייִוְ.תָארָֽבָּשֶּׁהמַ
בבָלֵב2ְּנְוֹצרְתוֹשׂעֲלַתחָאֶהדָּגֻאֲםלָּכֻוּשׂעָיֵוְ.םיאִוּרבְּהַ
2דְיָבְּזע2ֹינֶֽפָלְןוֹטלְשִּׁהַשֶׁוּניהֵֹֽלאֱייוּנעְדַֽיָּשֶׁוֹמכְּ.םלֵשָׁ
:תָארָֽבָּשֶּׁהמַלכָּלעַארָוֹנ2מְשִׁו2ְנֶֽימִיבִּהרָוּבגְוּ
הבָוֹטהוָקְתִו2ְיאֶֽרֵילִהלָּהִת2ְּמֶּֽעַלְהוָהֹיְדוֹבכָּןתֵּןכֵבְוּ
2צֶֽרְאַלְהחָמְשִׂ.Sלָםילִחֲיַמְלַהפֶּןוֹחתְפִו2ּישֶֽׁרְוֹדלְ
רנֵתכַירִעֲו2ַדֶּֽבְעַדוִדָלְןרֶקֶֽתחַימִצְו2ּרֶֽיעִלְןוֹשׂשָׂוְ
:וּנימֵֽיָבְהרָהֵמְב2ִּחֶֽישִׁמְישַׁיִ־ןבֶלְ
ֹלעֲיַםירִשָׁיוִוּחמָֽשְׂיִוְוּארְיִםיקִידִּצַןכֵבְוּ הנָּרִבְּםידִיסִחֲוַוּזֽ
הלֶכְתִּןשָׁעָכְּהּלָּכֻּהעָשְׁרִהָלכָוְ.הָיפִּֽץפָּקְתִּהתָלָֽוֹעוְוּליגִֽיָ
:ץרֶאָֽהָןמִןוֹדזָתלֶשֶֽׁמְמֶריבִעֲתַיכִּ
ןכַּשְׁמִןוֹיּצִרהַב2ְּישֶֽׂעֲמַלכָּלע2ַדֶּֽבַלְהוָהֹיְהתָּאSַוֹלמְתִוְ
Sֹלמְי2ִשֶֽׁדְקָירֵבְדִבְּבוּתכָּכַּ.2שֶֽׁדְקָריעִםיִלַֽשָׁוּריבִו2ּדֶֽוֹבכְּ
:הּיָוּללְהַרדֹוָרדֹלְןוֹיּצSִיִהַֹֽלאֱםלָוֹעלְיי
בוּתכָּכַּ.2ידֶֽעָלְבַּמִהַּוֹלֽאֱןיאֵו2ְמֶֽשְׁארָוֹנוְהתָּאַשׁוֹדקָ
.הקָדָצְבִּשׁדַּקְנִשׁוֹדקָּהַלאֵהָוְטפָּשְׁמִּבַּתוֹאבָצְייהּבַּגְיִּוַ
:שׁוֹדקָּהַ%לֶמֶּֽהַייהתָּאַ%וּרבָּ



Birkat ha-Avodah

MS Parma 3006-7, France, Early 14th c.





Oxford Heb. d. 55 33b
From a Siddur of  the Palestinian Rite



Kedushat Yotzer



“Tekiatot deVei Rav”

ינתד...הנשהשארבןינודינםהלוכהרמאברדהיתלמ

,ןושארםוילןורכז,ךישעמתליחתםויההז,ברדאתיעיקתב

ובתונידמהלעו,"בקעייהלאלטפשמאוה'שילקוחיכ"

,עבושלוז-יאובערלוז-יא,םולשלוז-יאוברחלוז-יא,רמאיי

.תומלוםייחלםריכזהל,ודקפיובתוירבו

- PT Rosh Hashana 1:3 (57a)











Siddur Rasa”g (pg. 225)



Yose ben Yose

Aharon Mirsky
(1914-2001)



Unetaneh Tokef



The Kaliri’s Silluq Unetaneh Tokef

םישפחנ רואל םימוטא לכו / םיסרפנ םירפס וב יכ

םיסחיתמ םש תומולעת יזנגו

 םישענה םירבד ארקי וליאמו / םיסחי רפסשרדי יכ

םיסגו םיקד םיערו םיבוט / םיסכנ אל םהמ דחא דע

 םישי ודגנל ודי םתוחו / םישי וישעמ שיא חכונו

תוחכשנה לכ רוכזתו /תונורכזה רפס תא חתפתו

וב םדא לכ די םתוחו / בתכה ארקי ויליאמ

רמגנ וצק יכסחיתי לא הזו / רמאיי םייחלוסחיתי הז

תומי ואטחב וצק אלב הזו / תומיועוגי וצקב הז

תומי ימ / היחי ימ // וצקב אל ימ / וצקב ימ



Some Tidbits



Mishnah Study, according to the Kaliri

 / הננשל םויה םישגור
 / הנשמו ארקמ תדב
הנשה שארו תבש

“They are fearful to recite it today / 
According to the Law, Scripture and Mishnah / 
Shabbat and Rosh Hashana”

- (Elizur and Rand, 368 ll.95-7)



Shofar… on Shabbas?



Summary



Questions


