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A Bavli Story About A Sukkah, A Savta, and Misogyny

1. Textual context

Mishnah Sukkah 3:1

A stolen or dried lulav — pasul (invalid)
From an Asherah or “city led astray” — pasul
Its top cut off, it’s leaves split — pasul
Its leaves separated — kosher

Rabbi Yehuda says, bind them at the top
Palms from the Iron Mountain — kosher
A lulav with three handbreadths to shake — kosher
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Bavli Sukkah 29b-30a

The Mishnah teaches it categorically and does not distinguish
between the first and second day of the holiday. This makes
sense for the dried one — it needs to be beautiful, and isn’t.
But for the stolen one, it makes sense on the first day, as it is
written “for yourselves” (Lev 23:40) which can be read as
“from yours,” but on the second day, why not? Rabbi
Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai,
“because it is a mitzvah that comes from a sin, as it says, ‘and
you bring the stolen and the lame and the sick’ (Mal 1:13)” ...
And Rabbi Yohanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben
Yohai, “What is the meaning of the verse, ‘Because | am the
Lord who loves justice and hates robbery with a burnt
offering’ (Isa 61:8) ... ” It was also stated, Rabbi Ami said,
“A dried one is invalid because it is not beautiful, a stolen one
is invalid because it is a mitzvah that comes from a sin. And
this disagrees with Rabbi Yitzhak, as Rabbi Yitzhak bar
Nahmani said that Shmuel said, “It was only taught on the
first day, but on the second, because one fulfills one’s
obligation with a borrowed one, one also fulfills it with a
stolen one.”
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Bavli Sukkah 31a

The rabbis taught, “A stolen sukkah and the one who erects
skakh in the public domain, Rabbi Eliezer invalidates, and the
sages make kosher.” ... But if one stole trees and used them
as skakh, everyone agrees that he (the original owner) is only
entitled to the monetary value of the trees.
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Bavli Sukkah 27b

It is taught in a baraita, Rabbi Eliezer says, “Just like a
person does not fulfill this obligation on the first day of the
holiday with his friend’s lulav, as it says, ‘And take for
yourselves on the first day the fruit of a beautiful tree, palm
fronds (Lev 23:40)’ (can be read) ‘from your own,” so too a
person does not fulfill his obligation with his friend’s sukkah,
as it says, ‘The holiday of Sukkot make for yourself seven
days’ (Deut 16:13) (“for you’ can be read) ‘from yours’ (Deut
16:13).” And the sages say, “Even though it says that a person
does not fulfill his obligation on the first day with his friend’s
lulav, a person fulfils his obligation with his friend’s sukkah,
as it states, ‘all the citizens of Israel will sit in Sukkot (Lev
23:42) teaches that all of Israel is fit to sit in one sukkah.”
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2. The Story, Bavli Sukkah 31a
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There was a woman that came in
front of Rav Nahman. She said to
him, “The exilarch and all of the
rabbis (of the house of the
exilarch) are sitting in a stolen
sukkah.” (She screamed and
screamed) and Rav Nahman didn’t
look at her (/pay her attention).
She said to him, “A woman whose
father had 318 slaves is screaming
in front of you and you don’t even
look at her.” He said to them,
“This one is a screamer, and she is
only entitled to the monetary value
of the wood.”
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3. Rav Nahman and Others in Related Cases

Bavli Bava Kama 21a

There was a man who built a mansion on the garbage dump of
orphans. Rav Nahman confiscated his mansion from him.
Should we say that Rav Nahman thinks that the one who
resides in his friend’s courtyard without his knowledge needs
to pay him? (That one needs to pay rent while squatting in an
uninhabited place?) Here originally Carmanians lived there
and gave the orphans a little something. He said to them, “go
appease the orphans” and he (the new owner) did not pay
attention. Rav Nahman confiscated his mansion from him.

XN2P2°PR RITOXR 77127 K123 R0
TPI7ORY 1AM 27 AR N7
9777 A3 27 120p R0 01
TOIX INYTA XYW 17720 D302
RIPOVn R DWW 1? MOvIS
1777 927771 77°2 97707 1A ORIAP

17°070 97 "R LY 727 MY
M3 27 PR AWK K71 o007
11N PITORY

Bavli Shabbat 54b-55a

Translation Geoffrey Herman, A Prince without a Kingdom: The Exilarch in the Sasanian Era (2012), 225.
Referenced by Shemuel Faust, n°7w%n7 72777 *119% :xn7ax (2011), 423-424.

Rav Judah was sitting before Samuel. A certain woman came
screaming before him but he paid no attention to her. He [Rav
Judah] asked him: is the master not sensitive to [the scripture]
“one who seals his ears from the cries of the poor, he too, will
call and not be answered” (Prov. 21:13)?! He replied to him:
shinena! Your head is in cold water and the head of your head
in hot water! Behold! Mar ‘Ugba the Av bet-din sits, as it is
said (Jer. 21:12): “House of David, thus says the Lord, render
judgment in the morning and save stolen things from the
oppressor, lest the fire of my anger shall come out and
consume, and there shall be no extinguisher on account of
their evil deeds”.
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4. 318 as a Possible Reference to Avraham

Rashi Sukkah 31a

“Her father” — Avraham our father, those born in his house
were three hundred and eighteen
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Genesis 14:11-16, translation Sefaria.org

[The invaders] seized all the wealth of Sodom and Gomorrah
and all their provisions, and went their way. They also took
Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, and his possessions, and
departed; for he had settled in Sodom. A fugitive brought the
news to Abram the Hebrew, who was dwelling at the
terebinths of Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and
Aner, these being Abram’s allies. When Abram heard that his
kinsman had been taken captive, he mustered his retainers,
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born into his household, numbering three hundred and
eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. At night, he and
his servants deployed against them and defeated them; and he
pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus.
He brought back all the possessions; he also brought back his
kinsman Lot and his possessions, and the women and the rest
of the people.
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Bavli Bava Metzia 86b

And this disagrees with Rabbi Hama the son of Rabbi Hanina
because Rabbi Hama the son of Rabbi Hanina says and
similarly it was taught in the school of Rabbi Ishmael: As a
reward for three they merited three: As a reward for butter
and milk, they merited the manna, as a reward for “and he
stood with them,” they merited the clouds of glory, as a
reward for “take for yourself a little water,” they merited
Miriam’s well.
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Bereshit Rabbah Vayiera 48 on Genesis 18:1

“In the opening of the tent” A good opening opened for those
passing and returning [a good opening opened] for converts
... Rabbi Abahu said, “A tent of gates of our father Avraham
was open (on all sides).”
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5. Questions

» How does the story relate to the surrounding discussion?

*  What details stand out?

* What is the significance of 318?

* Which characters do you sympathize with?

* What emotions and dynamics motivate the characters?
» Are the details of the case provided?

 Is there significance to the setting on Sukkot?




