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Rabbi Akiva’s Students

1. Talmud Bavli Yevamot 62b
Sefaria/Koren transl (modified)

MISHNA (61b): A man may not neglect the mitzva to be
fruitful and multiply unless he already has children. Beit
Shammai say: One fulfills this mitzva with two males, and
Beit Hillel say: A male and a female, as it is stated:
“Male and female He created them” (Genesis 5:2).

271 N"M9n 0TX 702 X7 aNn
nY 0DNNIK W' 0m 17 wr "R NIX
2711 1OT DMNIK Nl 0Nt
N2j721 107 (2,0 N'UKRI]) INNIY
DN

The Gemara comments: The mishna is not in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehoshua. As it is
taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehoshua says: If a man
married a woman in his youth, and she passed away, he
should marry another woman in his old age. If he had
children in his youth, he should have more children in
his old age, as it is stated: “In the morning sow your
seed, and in the evening do not withhold your hand; for
you do not know which shall prosper, whether this or
that, or whether they both alike shall be good”
(Ecclesiastes 11:6). This verse indicates that a man should
continue having children even after he has fulfilled the
mitzva to be fruitful and multiply.

Rabbi Akiva says that the verse should be understood as
follows: If one studied Torah in his youth he should
study more Torah in his old age; if he had students in
his youth he should have additional students in his old
age, as it is stated: “In the morning sow your seed,
etc.”
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They said by way of example that Rabbi Akiva had twelve
thousand pairs of students in an area of land that
stretched from Gevat to Antipatris in Judea, and they all
died in one period of time, because they did not treat
each other with respect.

And the world was desolate of Torah until Rabbi Akiva
came to our Rabbis in the South and taught his Torah to
them. This second group of disciples consisted of Rabbi
Meir, Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, and
Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And these are the very ones
who upheld the study of Torah at that time. Although
Rabbi Akiva’s earlier students did not survive, his later
disciples were able to transmit the Torah to future
generations.
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With regard to the twelve thousand pairs of Rabbi Akiva’s INK NXY TYI NO9N 1NN 0712 XIN
students, the Gemara adds: It is taught that all of them N2 XN M XAT'RE XX 12 XN Q)
died in the period from Passover until Shavuot. Rav N'D 'ND DYDY NN NN 07D 1N
Hama bar Abba said, and some say it was Rabbi Hiyya NIDOX NN "X

bar Avin: They all died a bad death. The Gemara
inquires: What is it that is called a bad death? Rav
Nahman said: Diphtheria.

2. Kohelet Rabbah 11:6

MG transl/
Rabbi Akiva says, | had 12,000 students from Gevat to D'97X TWY DI INIK X2'PY A
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3. Tanchuma Miketz 10
Sefaria transl. (See also Brachot 8a)

Another comment on In a time when Thou mayest be found. ,NNM T ,R¥N NYY ANK 12T
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4. Ben Yehoyada to Yevamot 62
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time of the Omer is a time of smallness, and after that bit
by bit they return to greatness with the eng goal of the
mussaf of the holiday of Shavuot.

We find that the great one should learn not to raise his
heart over the small, because it is possible that this great
one will fall immediately to a low level, and also this small
one who seems small now, it is possible that he will be
very great, as you can find that immediately after the
greatness of the first day of Passover comes the
smallness and after the smallness it returns to greatness.

7y qoina N''w NN NIYTA7? Ny
Jyiawn an ao or

2y 1% naar X7 1man TN NNK NRYNM
T 71TAN NTY NIFNY QWOR 1D 0N
|UPN DT DAl MINNNN NATAT 9IN
7172 N'N'Y AWON |L7 DR NNYY
NI7TAN INK 9O K¥NN TWKRD NN
NNOP NYYI NOOT [IYXI IV DI' 7Y
72T TN NNRVPZN NYYIY DRI

B rary;

And they all died a bad death - the intention is every
person who loses the power of speech at the time of his
death, who cannot speak and state his last will, this is
called a bad death. And since they died of askara they
could not speak at all.
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And that which it says, since they did not respect one
another, is difficult. This sin is not so great that they
deserve death! Rather the liability for their death was
because of the desecration of God’s name that came out
of the matter before the masses, and the sin of
desecrating God’s name is punishable by death.
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5. Shabbat 33a-b
Sefaria/Koren transl (modified)

The Sages taught in a baraita that there are four signs: A sign
of sin is hidrokan, a sign of gratuitous hatred is jaundice, a
sign of arrogance is poverty, and a sign of slander is askara.
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The Sages taught: Askara comes to the world as punishment
for neglecting to separate tithes. Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi
Yosei, says: Askara comes as punishment for slander. Rava
said, and some say that it was Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi who
said it: What is the verse that alludes to this? “But the king shall
rejoice in God; every one that swears by Him shall glory; for
the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped” (Psalms
63:12). The punishment for lying is that the mouth will be stopped.
Askara affects the mouth along with other parts of the body.
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A dilemma was raised before those who were sitting in the study
hall: Did Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Yosei, say that askara
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comes as punishment only for slander, or perhaps he said it
was also for slander? Come and hear a resolution to this
dilemma from that which was taught in a baraita: When our
Sages entered the vineyard in Yavne, Rabbi Yehuda, and
Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Yosei, and Rabbi Shimon were
there, and a question was asked before them with regard to
this plague of askara: Why does it begin in the intestines and
end in the mouth? Rabbi Yehuda, son of Rabbi lla’i, who was
the head of the speakers in every place, responded and said:
Even though the kidneys advise, and the heart understands,
and the tongue shapes the voice that emerges from the mouth,
still, the mouth completes the formation of the voice. Therefore,
the disease begins in the same place that slander begins and it
ends in the mouth. Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Yosei,
responded and said: This disease ends in the mouth because
one eats with it non-kosher things. They immediately wondered
about this: Does it enter your mind to say that askara is caused
by eating non-kosher food? Are those who eat non-kosher food
so numerous? Rather, it comes as a punishment for eating foods
that were not ritually prepared, i.e., were not tithed. Rabbi
Shimon responded and said: This disease comes as a
punishment for the sin of dereliction in the study of Torah.
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They said to him: Women will prove that dereliction in the study
of Torah is not the cause, as they are not obligated to study Torah
and, nevertheless, they contract askara. He answered them: They
are punished because they cause their husbands to be idle
from the study of Torah. They said to him: Gentiles will prove that
this is not the cause, as they also contract askara even though
they are not obligated to study Torah. He answered them: They
are also punished because they cause Israel to be idle from the
study of Torah. They said to him: Children will prove that this is
not the cause, for they are not at all obligated to study Torah and
they also suffer from askara. He answered them: They are
punished because they cause their fathers to be idle from the
study of Torah. They said to him: School children will prove that
this is not the cause, as they study Torah and, nevertheless, they
suffer from askara.
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The Gemara answers: There, it must be understood in
accordance with the statement of Rabbi Guryon, as Rabbi
Guryon said, and some say that it was Rav Yosef, son of Rabbi
Shemaya, who said it: At a time when there are righteous
people in the generation, the righteous are seized, i.e., they die
or suffer, for the sins of the generation. If there are no
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righteous people in the generation, school children, who are
also without sin, are seized for the sins of the generation. Rabbi
Yitzhak bar Ze’iri said, and some say that Rabbi Shimon ben
Nezira said: What is the verse that alludes to this? “If you know
not, you fairest among women, go your way forth by the
footsteps of the flock and feed your kids, beside the shepherds’
tents [mishkenof]” (Song of Songs 1:8). And we say in
explanation of this verse: They are the lambs that are taken as
collateral [hamemushkanin], which is etymologically similar to
the word mishkenot, in place of the shepherds. If the shepherds
and leaders of the generation corrupt the multitudes, young
children die because of their sins. With regard to the dilemma,
conclude from it that Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Yosei, said that
the illness of askara also results from slander, as the baraita
provides an additional cause of the iliness. The Gemara
comments: Indeed, conclude from it.
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In this baraita Rabbi Yehuda is described as head of the speakers
in every place. The Gemara asks: And why did they call him
head of the speakers in every place? The Gemara relates that
this resulted due to an incident that took place when Rabbi
Yehuda and Rabbi Yosei and Rabbi Shimon were sitting, and
Yehuda, son of converts, sat beside them. Rabbi Yehuda
opened and said: How pleasant are the actions of this nation,
the Romans, as they established marketplaces, established
bridges, and established bathhouses. Rabbi Yosei was silent.
Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai responded and said: Everything that
they established, they established only for their own
purposes. They established marketplaces, to place
prostitutes in them; bathhouses, to pamper themselves; and
bridges, to collect taxes from all who pass over them. Yehuda,
son of converts, went and related their statements to his
household, and those statements continued to spread until they
were heard by the monarchy. They ruled and said: Yehuda,
who elevated the Roman regime, shall be elevated and
appointed as head of the Sages, the head of the speakers in every
place. Yosei, who remained silent, shall be exiled from his
home in Judea as punishment, and sent to the city of Tzippori in
the Galilee. And Shimon, who denounced the government, shall
be killed.
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6. R. Shemaryhu Adler, Mareh Cohen 29

See http://seforimblog.com/2011/05/printing-mistake-and-mysterious-origins/

MG transl.

A fitting and correct reason for the power of La’g
ba-omer, which is included as a holiday, is apparent. By
way of introduction, it should be understood also that
which is initially surprising, why according to all the
opinions the mourning only begins from the beginning of
the counting of the omer, which is the second day of
Passover. For what connection does the mourning of
the students of Rabbi Akiva have to the time of the
beginning of counting the omer, since on Yevamot 62b it
said “the all died from Passover to Shavuot,” and it
teaches from Passover without specification - how do we
know that this is from the second day of Passover and
not the first?

It makes sense according to what is written in Menachot
68b: Rabbi Tarfon sat and posed a difficulty, why does
the halachah differentiate between before the Omer
offering and before the two loaves of bread offering?
Yehudah bar Nehemiah said before him, if you say
[regarding] before the Omer, none of it is permitted for a
layperson... Rabbi Tarfon was quiet. R Yehudah ben
Nechemiah'’s face went yellow. Rabbi Akiva said to him,
Yehudah, your face is yellow for you answered back to
an elder. | will be surprised if you live long. R. Yehudah
bar llai said, that happened before passover. When |
arrived at Shavuot | asked after Yehudah ben
Nechemiah, where he was, and they told me that he had
died...

From this it seems that it was 15 days before Passover
and they were discussing the matters of the Omer, and
because Yehudah ben Nechemiah’s face was yellowed
because he answered back to Rabbi Tarfon, and about
this Rabbi Akiva was harsh, it is logical to say that at the
time that the offering of the Omer arrived, which is the
time of the beginning of the counting of the omer, which
is the second day of Passover, the harshness found a
place to be applied. Since the substance of what he
answered to Rabbi Tarfon was in the matter of the Omer,
and since Rabbi Akiva’s harsh insistence was about how
his student Yehudah ben Nechemiah self-inflated with
his answer to Rabbi Tarfon and did not treat him with
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appropriate respect, the harsh insistence found a place
to rest in the time of the offering of the omer, since this
was the reason he answered the elder R Tarfon, Rabbi
Akiva’s harsh insistence also fittingly extended to all his
students who did not treat each other with respect.
Therefore their death fittingly began from that time, when
the essence of the harshness fell, which is from the
second day of Passover, which is the time for offering
the Omer. Therefore it is fitting that the mourning for the
students of Rabbi Akiva is associated with the beginning
of the counting of the omer, as above.

And look into this: Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai was one of
the students of Rabbi Akiva and he was a very harsh
insister. Since Rabbi Shimon also passed on the 33d
day of the Omer, even though it was already a long time
after the students of Rabbi Akiva died since it said in
Yevamont... Nevertheless, since the insistence of Rabbi
Akiva regarding failure to treat with respect was
actualized in the time of the Omer, later the passing of
Rabbi Shimon, which was in the time of the
Omer...[would have been assumed to be] also from the
insistence of Rabbi Akiva his teacher due to his being
very harsh and definitely not respectful. Therefore, to
negate any such idea, they make a small celebration to
show that the passing of Rashbi was not in the category
of the harshness of Rabbi Akiva his teacher. For the
reason that even though Rashbi was harsh, still there
was no self-aggrandizement in the shame of another,
God forbid, as this is impossible, since Rashbi was a
complete tzadik, and the essence of his harshness was
only for the honor of God and zealous for him, and this is
the essence of the hilula of Rashbi.
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https://hebrewbooks.orag/pdfpager.aspx?req=1108&st=&pgnum=234

7. Menachot 68b
Sefaria/Koren transl (modified)

GEMARA: The mishna teaches that meal offerings brought from
the new crop prior to the sacrifice of the omer offering are unfit,
whereas those brought after the omer but prior to the two loaves
are fit. Rabbi Tarfon sat and posed the following difficulty:
What is the difference between meal offerings brought before

the omer and those brought before the two loaves?
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Rabbi Yehuda bar Nehemya said before Rabbi Tarfon: No, one
cannot compare the two situations. If you said that this is the
halakha with regard to before the omer sacrifice, this is
because at that stage there are no circumstances in which the
new crop’s general prohibition was permitted, even with
regard to an ordinary person; shall you also say that this is
the halakha with regard to before the sacrifice of the two
loaves, when the new crop’s general prohibition was
permitted with regard to an ordinary person? The new crop
ingredient in the meal offering is at least permitted in
consumption after the omer is brought. Therefore, the meal
offerings that were brought after the omer but before the two
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Rabbi Tarfon was silent, and Rabbi Yehuda ben Nehemya’s
face brightened. Rabbi Akiva said to him: Yehuda, has your
face brightened because you answered the elder? | will be
astonished if the days of your life will be lengthy. Rabbi
Yehuda, son of Rabbi llai, said: That period in which that
interaction occurred was half a month before Passover. When
| ascended again to the study hall for the festival of Shavuot, |
asked about him: Where is Rabbi Yehuda ben Nehemya? And
they said to me: He passed away and left this world.
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8. R. Yerachmiel Yisrael Yitzchak of Aleksander (1853-1910) (transl. Ariel Evan Mayse)
https://jewishreviewofbooks.com/articles/7615/beauty-within-beauty-how-lag-baomer-stopped-a-pla

que/

If they study the holy Torah with arrogance and silly vanity, they will damage the font of life—the
numerical value of “wisdom” (hokhmah) is [the same as] “the life” (ha-hayim). The source of life
was damaged, God forbid, when the disciples of Rabbi Akiva did not treat each other with honor.
And when Lag BaOmer, Hod she-beHod, arrived . . . the light of the King of Life shone upon them,
and the spirit of repentance was aroused. “And understanding with the heart, return, and be
healed” (Isa. 6:10)—they drew healing into the world, and through repentance they became
humble before one other. . . .

The Jewish people have a custom to take up bows (keshet) and arrows during these days. The
idea is as follows. We know that the farther you draw back the bowstring toward the earth, the
farther the arrow will then shoot into the heavens. The same is true of tzaddikim, of righteous
individuals. The more humble they become, the more exalted and uplifted are the spiritual
unifications (yichudim) they can accomplish, and the higher their prayers will ascend. This is why
such actions are referred to as a bow. When he was leaving this world, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai
performed a great unification, something that could only have been done in a state of total
self-nullification. He was as nothing, like the dust, truly. . . . Therefore, we hold a festival on the
anniversary of his death, something not done on the anniversary of the death of any other sage.
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