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Exodus 24:12-18

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and
wait there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the
teachings and commandments which I have inscribed to
instruct them.” So Moses and his attendant Joshua arose, and
Moses ascended the mountain of God. To the elders he had said,
“Wait here for us until we return to you. You have Aaron and Hur
with you; let anyone who has a legal matter approach them.”
When Moses had ascended the mountain, the cloud covered the
mountain. The Presence of the LORD abode on Mount Sinai, and
the cloud hid it for six days. On the seventh day He called to
Moses from the midst of the cloud. Now the Presence of the
LORD appeared in the sight of the Israelites as a consuming fire
on the top of the mountain. Moses went inside the cloud and
ascended the mountain; and Moses remained on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.

Yoma 3b-4a

§ With regard to the sequestering of the priest, Reish Lakish said
to Rabbi Yohanan: From where did you derive this principle of
sequestering? You derived it from the inauguration. If so, just as
with regard to the inauguration, failure to perform all the details
that are written in its regard invalidates it, so too here, with
regard to Yom Kippur, failure to perform all the details that are
written in its regard invalidates the Yom Kippur service. All the
halakhot of sequestering must be precisely observed. And if you
say: Indeed, that is so; didn’t we learn in the mishna: And they
would designate another priest in his stead, and it is not taught
with regard to the designated priest: Seven days before Yom
Kippur they remove him from his house, although ultimately he
may perform the Yom Kippur service. Apparently, failure to
sequester the priest does not invalidate the service. And if you
say in response: What is the meaning of: They would designate?
It means: They would remove; that is implausible. Were that so,
let the mishna teach either with regard to both this High Priest
and that designated replacement: They would designate; or with
regard to both this High Priest and that designated replacement:
They would remove.
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Rabbi Yohanan said to Reish Lakish: Rather, from where do you,
Master, derive the halakha of sequestering before Yom Kippur?
Reish Lakish said to him: I derive it from Sinai, as it is written:
“And the glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai and the
cloud covered him [vaykhasehu] six days, and He called to Moses
on the seventh day from the midst of the cloud” (Exodus 24:16).
The masculine suffix hu in vaykhasehu can be interpreted either as
him, referring to Moses, or as it, referring to the mountain.
Now, since it states: “And He called to Moses on the seventh
day,” what is derived from the previous explicit mention of six
days? These six days are mentioned as a paradigm, from which a
general principle is derived that anyone who enters the camp of
the Divine Presence, the site of the revelation at Mount Sinai, or
the place where the Divine Presence rests, the Holy of Holies,
requires prior sequestering for six days of sanctification. The
Gemara asks: Wasn't it seven, not six, days of sequestering that
we learned in the mishna? Reish Lakish answered: The mishna
that requires sequestering for seven days is the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda ben Beteira, who is concerned about the ritual impurity
of the priest’s home, i.e., his wife. This is done lest he become
impure through relations with a menstruating woman, which is
ritual impurity lasting seven days. Therefore, he is removed from
his home for seven days.

Rabbi Yohanan said to Reish Lakish: Granted, according to my
opinion, that I derive the halakha of sequestering from the
inauguration, that explains that which is taught in the baraita:
With regard to both this priest engaged in the burning of the red
heifer and that High Priest prior to Yom Kippur, one sprinkles
upon him for all seven days the purification water mixed with
ashes from samples from all the previous red heifer
sin-offerings that were safeguarded there in the Temple. The
reason for this practice is that there was also sprinkling during
the inauguration. However, according to your opinion, that you
derive it from Sinai, was there in fact sprinkling at Sinai?
According to your opinion, why are the priests sprinkled?

Reish Lakish said to him: And according to your reasoning, does
it work out well? At the inauguration, the sprinkling was with
blood; here, the sprinkling was with water. Rabbi Yohanan
answered: That is not difficult, as Rabbi Hiyya taught: Water
replaced blood, but both have the status of sprinkling. However,
according to your reasoning, at Sinai, was there sprinkling at
all? Reish Lakish said to him: The Sages merely established a
higher standard, and this sprinkling is not a requirement.

§ The Gemara comments: A baraita was taught in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan that the sequestering is
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derived from the inauguration; and a baraita was taught in
accordance with the opinion of Reish Lakish that it is derived
from Sinai. The Gemara elaborates: A baraita was taught in
accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan: It was stated
with regard to the inauguration: “With this Aaron will come into
the Sanctuary, with a young bull for a sin-offering and a ram for
a burnt-offering” (Leviticus 16:3). To what is the term: With this,
referring? It is referring to that which is stated in the matter.
What is the matter? It is the matter of the inauguration. In the
manner that the priest was prepared for the inauguration, so too
is he prepared for Yom Kippur. And what is stated in the matter
of the inauguration? It is that Aaron the priest withdrew for
seven days and served one day, and Moses transmitted the Torah
guidelines to him all seven days in order to train him in the
Sanctuary service.

Yoma 4a-4b

§ And a baraita was taught in accordance with the opinion of
Reish Lakish that sequestering is derived from Sinai: Moses
ascended in the cloud, and was covered in the cloud, and was
sanctified in the cloud, in order to receive the Torah for the
Jewish people in sanctity, as it is stated: “And the glory of the
Lord abode upon Mount Sinai and the cloud covered him six
days, and He called to Moses on the seventh day from the midst
of the cloud” (Exodus 24:16). This was an incident that occurred
after the revelation of the Ten Commandments to the Jewish
people, and these six days were the beginning of the forty days
that Moses was on the mountain (see Exodus 24:18); this is the
statement of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili. The opinion of Rabbi Yosei

HaGelili corresponds to that of Reish Lakish; Moses withdrew for

six days before receiving permission to stand in the presence of
God.

Rabbi Akiva says: This incident occurred before the revelation of
the Ten Commandments to the Jewish people, and when the
Torah says: “And the glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai,”
it is referring to the revelation of the Divine Presence that began
on the New Moon of Sivan, which was six days before the

revelation of the Ten Commandments. And that which is written:

“And the cloud covered him,” means the cloud covered it, the
mountain, and not him, Moses. “And He called toMoses”; Moses
and all of the Jewish people were standing at the foot of the

mountain and listening, and if God did not mean that Moses was

to climb the mountain, why did He call him? The verse comes
only to accord deference to Moses, as the entire nation heard
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God address him.

Rabbi Natan says: Moses was in fact called to enter the cloud;
however, his entrance was not for the purpose of sequestering
and purifying him, rather, the verse comes only to cleanse the
food and drink that was in his intestines, to render him like the
ministering angels who require neither food nor drink.

Rabbi Matya ben Harash says: The verse calling Moses into the
cloud comes only to intimidate Moses, to instill in him a sense of
awe of the Creator, so that the Torah would be delivered with
reverence, with quaking and with trembling, as it is stated:
“Serve the Lord with awe, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalms
2:11). Apropos the end of the verse, the Gemara asks: What is the
meaning of “and rejoice with trembling”? Joy and trembling
seem contradictory. Rav Adda bar Mattana said that Rav said:
Where there is the joy of fulfilling a mitzva, there will be the
trembling of the awe of Heaven there.

§ Apropos the interpretation of the verse with regard to
revelation, the Gemara asks: With regard to what do Rabbi Yosei
HagGelili and Rabbi Akiva disagree? The Gemara explains that
their dispute is parallel to the dispute between these other
tanna’im, as it was taught in a baraita: On the sixth day of the
month of Sivan, the Torah, the Ten Commandments, was given
to the Jewish people. Rabbi Yosei says: It was on the seventh day
of the month. According to the one who said that it was on the
sixth, the Torah was given on the sixth, which is the day of the
revelation of the Ten Commandments, and on the seventh day of
the month Moses ascended the mountain, as it is written: “And
He called to Moses on the seventh day” (Exodus 24:16).
According to the one who said that the Torah was given on the
seventh of the month, it was given on the seventh and Moses
ascended on the seventh, as it is written: “And he called to
Moses on the seventh day.” The Gemara proceeds to link the two
disputes. Rabbi Yosei HaGelili holds in accordance with the
opinion of the first tanna in the baraita, who said that it was on
the sixth of the month that the Torah was given; therefore, this
incident occurred after the revelation of the Ten
Commandments. That is why he explains the verse “And the
glory of the Lord abode on Mount Sinai and the cloud covered
him for six days” to mean that the cloud covered Moses, and He
called to Moses on the seventh day to receive the rest of the
Torah. As, should it enter your mind to interpret the verse as
follows: “And the glory of the Lord abode” from the New Moon
of Sivan; “And the cloud covered it,” the mountain; “And He
called to Moses on the seventh day,” to receive only the Ten
Commandments; didn’t they already receive the Ten
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Commandments on the sixth of the month, and the cloud that
was on the mountain already departed on the sixth of the
month? And Rabbi Akiva holds in accordance with the opinion
of Rabbi Yosei, who said that on the seventh of the month the
Torah was given to the Jewish people. That is why Moses was
summoned on the seventh of the month immediately after the
revelation of the Ten Commandments. The Gemara asks:
Granted, according to the opinion of Rabbi Akiva that the Torah
was given on the seventh of Sivan and Moses then proceeded to
climb the mountain and remain there for forty days, that
explains the calculation that you find: On the seventeenth of
Tammuz the tablets were shattered, according to the standard
tradition. How so? Calculate twenty-four days until the end of
Sivan and sixteen days of Tammuz; they total the forty days that
he was on the mountain. On the seventeenth of Tammuz he
descended from the mountain and came and shattered the
tablets. However, according to Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, who said:
There were six days of sequestering after the Torah was given
and an additional forty days that Moses was on the mountain,
the tablets were not shattered until the twenty-third of
Tammuz, contrary to the standard tradition. Rabbi Yosei
HagGelili could have said to you: The forty days that Moses was on
the mountain include the six days of sequestering. § The Master
said in that baraita cited above that when the Torah says: “And He
called to Moses,” it means that Moses and all of the Jewish
people were standing and listening. The Gemara suggests that
this supports the opinion of Rabbi Elazar, as Rabbi Elazar said
that when the Torah says: “And He called to Moses,” it means
that Moses and all of the Jewish people were standing and
listening and the verse comes only to accord deference to Moses.
From Rabbi Elazar’s statement it is clear that all of Israel heard
the voice of God.

I Kings 19:1-16

When Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and how he had
put all the prophets to the sword, Jezebel sent a messenger to
Elijah, saying, “Thus and more may the gods do if by this time
tomorrow I have not made you like one of them.” Frightened, he
fled at once for his life. He came to Beer-sheba, which is in Judah,
and left his servant there; he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness. He came to a broom bush and sat down under it, and
prayed that he might die. “Enough!” he cried. “Now, O LORD,
take my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” He lay down and
fell asleep under a broom bush. Suddenly an angel touched him
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and said to him, “Arise and eat.” He looked about; and there,
beside his head, was a cake baked on hot stones and a jar of
water! He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the
LORD came a second time and touched him and said, “Arise and
eat, or the journey will be too much for you.” He arose and ate and
drank; and with the strength from that meal he walked forty days
and forty nights as far as the mountain of God at Horeb. There he
went into a cave, and there he spent the night. Then the word of
the LORD came to him. He said to him, “Why are you here,
Elijah?” He replied, “I am moved by zeal for the LORD, the God of
Hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars, and put Your prophets to the sword. I alone am left,
and they are out to take my life.” “Come out,” He called, “and
stand on the mountain before the LORD.” And lo, the LORD
passed by. There was a great and mighty wind, splitting
mountains and shattering rocks by the power of the LORD; but
the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind—an earthquake;
but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the
earthquake—fire; but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the
fire—a soft murmuring sound. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his mantle about his face and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. Then a voice addressed him: “Why are you here,
Elijah?” He answered, “I am moved by zeal for the LORD, the God
of Hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken Your covenant, torn
down Your altars, and have put Your prophets to the sword. I
alone am left, and they are out to take my life.” The LORD said to
him, “Go back by the way you came, [and] on to the wilderness of
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael as king of Aram.
Also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king of Israel, and anoint
Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah to succeed you as prophet.

Shabbat 33b:5-10

In this baraita Rabbi Yehuda is described as head of the speakers in
every place. The Gemara asks: And why did they call him head of
the speakers in every place? The Gemara relates that this resulted
due to an incident that took place when Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi
Yosei and Rabbi Shimon were sitting, and Yehuda, son of
converts, sat beside them. Rabbi Yehuda opened and said: How
pleasant are the actions of this nation, the Romans, as they
established marketplaces, established bridges, and established
bathhouses. Rabbi Yosei was silent. Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai
responded and said: Everything that they established, they
established only for their own purposes. They established
marketplaces, to place prostitutes in them; bathhouses, to pamper
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themselves; and bridges, to collect taxes from all who pass over
them. Yehuda, son of converts, went and related their statements
to his household, and those statements continued to spread until
they were heard by the monarchy. They ruled and said: Yehuda,
who elevated the Roman regime, shall be elevated and appointed
as head of the Sages, the head of the speakers in every place. Yosei,
who remained silent, shall be exiled from his home in Judea as
punishment, and sent to the city of Tzippori in the Galilee. And
Shimon, who denounced the government, shall be killed.

Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai and his son, Rabbi Elazar, went and hid in
the study hall. Every day Rabbi Shimon's wife would bring them
bread and a jug of water and they would eat. When the decree
intensified, Rabbi Shimon said to his son: Women are easily
impressionable and, therefore, there is room for concern lest the
authorities torture her and she reveal our whereabouts.

They went and they hid in a cave. A miracle occurred and a carob
tree was created for them as well as a spring of water. They would
remove their clothes and sit covered in sand up to their necks.
They would study Torah all day in that manner. At the time of
prayer, they would dress, cover themselves, and pray, and they
would again remove their clothes afterward so that they would
not become tattered. They sat in the cave for twelve years. Elijah
the Prophet came and stood at the entrance to the cave and said:
Who will inform bar Yohai that the emperor died and his decree
hasbeen abrogated?

They emerged from the cave, and saw people who were plowing
and sowing. Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai said: These people abandon
eternal life of Torah study and engage in temporal life for their
own sustenance. The Gemara relates that every place that Rabbi
Shimon and his son Rabbi Elazar directed their eyes was
immediately burned. A Divine Voice emerged and said to them:
Did you emerge from the cave in order to destroy My world?
Return to your cave. They again went and sat there for twelve
months. They said: The judgment of the wicked in Gehenna lasts
for twelve months. Surely their sin was atoned in that time. A
Divine Voice emerged and said to them: Emerge from your cave.
They emerged. Everywhere that Rabbi Elazar would strike, Rabbi
Shimon would heal. Rabbi Shimon said to Rabbi Elazar: My son,
you and I suffice for the entire world, as the two of us are engaged
in the proper study of Torah.

As the sun was setting on Shabbat eve, they saw an elderly man
who was holding two bundles of myrtle branches and running at
twilight. They said to him: Why do you have these? He said to
them: In honor of Shabbat. They said to him: And let one suffice.
He answered them: One is corresponding to: “Remember the
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Shabbat day, to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8), and one is
corresponding to: “Observe the Shabbat day, to keep it holy”
(Deuteronomy 5:12). Rabbi Shimon said to his son: See how
beloved the mitzvot are to Israel. Their minds were put at ease and
they were no longer as upset that people were not engaged in Torah
study.

Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya'ir, Rabbi Shimon'’s son-in-law, heard and
went out to greet him. He brought him into the bathhouse and
began tending to his flesh. He saw that Rabbi Shimon had cracks
in the skin on his body. He was crying, and the tears fell from his
eyes and caused Rabbi Shimon pain. Rabbi Pinehas said to Rabbi
Shimon, his father-in-law: Woe is me, that I have seen you like
this. Rabbi Shimon said to him: Happy are you that you have seen
me like this, as had you not seen me like this, you would not have
found in me this prominence in Torah, as the Gemara relates: At
first, when Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai would raise a difficulty,
Rabbi Pinehas ben Ya’ir would respond to his question with twelve
answers. Ultimately, when Rabbi Pinehas ben Y2'ir would raise a
difficulty, Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai would respond with
twenty-four answers. Rabbi Shimon said: Since a miracle
transpired for me, I will go and repair something for the sake of
others in gratitude for God’s kindness, as it is written: “And Jacob
came whole to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan,
when he came from Paddan-aram; and he graced the countenance
of the city” (Genesis 33:18). Rav said, the meaning of: And Jacob
came whole, is: Whole in his body, whole in his money, whole in
his Torah. And what did he do? And he graced the countenance of
the city; he performed gracious acts to benefit the city. Rav said:
Jacob established a currency for them. And Shmuel said: He
established marketplaces for them. And Rabbi Yohanan said: He
established bathhouses for them. In any event, clearly one for
whom a miracle transpires should perform an act of kindness for
his neighbors as a sign of gratitude. He said: Is there something
that needs repair? They said to him: There is a place where there is
uncertainty with regard to ritual impurity
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