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Quandries of Quarantine in Biblical Literature
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Torah Model I: Miluim

Leviticus 8:1-36

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Take Aaron along with
his sons, and the vestments, the anointing oil, the bull of sin
offering, the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread;
and assemble the whole community at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting. Moses did as the LORD commanded him.
And when the community was assembled at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting, Moses said to the community, “This is
what the LORD has commanded to be done.” Then Moses
brought Aaron and his sons forward and washed them with
water. He put the tunic on him, girded him with the sash,
clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod on him,
girding him with the decorated band with which he tied it
to him. He put the breastpiece on him, and put into the
breastpiece the Urim and Thummim. And he set the
headdress on his head; and on the headdress, in front, he
put the gold frontlet, the holy diadem—as the LORD had
commanded Moses. Moses took the anointing oil and
anointed the Tabernacle and all that was in it, thus
consecrating them. He sprinkled some of it on the altar
seven times, anointing the altar, all its utensils, and the
laver with its stand, to consecrate them. He poured some of
the anointing oil upon Aaron’s head and anointed him, to
consecrate him. Moses then brought Aaron’s sons forward,
clothed them in tunics, girded them with sashes, and
wound turbans upon them, as the LORD had commanded
Moses. He led forward the bull of sin offering. Aaron and
his sons laid their hands upon the head of the bull of sin
offering, and it was slaughtered. Moses took the blood and
with his finger put some on each of the horns of the altar,
cleansing the altar; then he poured out the blood at the base
of the altar. Thus he consecrated it in order to make
expiation upon it. Moses then took all the fat that was about
the entrails, and the protuberance of the liver, and the two
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kidneys and their fat, and turned them into smoke on the
altar. The rest of the bull, its hide, its flesh, and its dung, he
put to the fire outside the camp—as the LORD had
commanded Moses. Then he brought forward the ram of
burnt offering. Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon
the ram'’s head, and it was slaughtered. Moses dashed the
blood against all sides of the altar. The ram was cut up into
sections and Moses turned the head, the sections, and the
suet into smoke on the altar; Moses washed the entrails and
the legs with water and turned all of the ram into smoke.
That was a burnt offering for a pleasing odor, an offering by
fire to the LORD—as the LORD had commanded Moses. He
brought forward the second ram, the ram of ordination.
Aaron and his sons laid their hands upon the ran’s head,
and it was slaughtered. Moses took some of its blood and
put it on the ridge of Aaron’s right ear, and on the thumb of
his right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. Moses
then brought forward the sons of Aaron, and put some of
the blood on the ridges of their right ears, and on the
thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their
right feet; and the rest of the blood Moses dashed against
every side of the altar. He took the fat—the broad tail, all
the fat about the entrails, the protuberance of the liver, and
the two kidneys and their fat—and the right thigh. From
the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD,
he took one cake of unleavened bread, one cake of oil bread,
and one wafer, and placed them on the fat parts and on the
right thigh. He placed all these on the palms of Aaron and
on the palms of his sons, and elevated them as an elevation
offering before the LORD. Then Moses took them from their
hands and turned them into smoke on the altar with the
burnt offering. This was an ordination offering for a
pleasing odor; it was an offering by fire to the LORD. Moses
took the breast and elevated it as an elevation offering
before the LORD; it was Moses’ portion of the ram of
ordination—as the LORD had commanded Moses. And
Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the blood
that was on the altar and sprinkled it upon Aaron and upon
his vestments, and also upon his sons and upon their
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vestments. Thus he consecrated Aaron and his vestments,
and also his sons and their vestments. Moses said to Aaron
and his sons: Boil the flesh at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting and eat it there with the bread that is in the basket
of ordination—as I commanded: Aaron and his sons shall
eat it; and what is left over of the flesh and the bread you
shall consume in fire.

You shall not go outside the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting for seven days, until the day that your period of
ordination is completed. For your ordination will require
seven days. Everything done today, the LORD has
commanded to be done [seven days], to make expiation for
you. You shall remain at the entrance of the Tent of
Meeting day and night for seven days, keeping the LORD’s
charge—that you may not die—for so I have been
commanded. And Aaron and his sons did all the things that
the LORD had commanded through Moses.

On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the
elders of Israel. He said to Aaron: “Take a calf of the herd for
a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, without
blemish, and bring them before the LORD. And speak to the
Israelites, saying: Take a he-goat for a sin offering; a calf
and a lamb, yearlings without blemish, for a burnt offering;
and an ox and a ram for an offering of well-being to
sacrifice before the LORD; and a meal offering with oil
mixed in. For today the LORD will appear to you.” They
brought to the front of the Tent of Meeting the things that
Moses had commanded, and the whole community came
forward and stood before the LORD.

Torah Model II: Tzaraat

Leviticus 13:1-9

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: When a
person has on the skin of his body a swelling, a rash, or a
discoloration, and it develops into a scaly affection on the
skin of his body, it shall be reported to Aaron the priest or to
one of his sons, the priests. The priest shall examine the
affection on the skin of his body: if hair in the affected patch
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has turned white and the affection appears to be deeper
than the skin of his body, it is a leprous affection; when the
priest sees it, he shall pronounce him unclean. But if itis a
white discoloration on the skin of his body which does not
appear to be deeper than the skin and the hair in it has not
turned white, the priest shall isolate the affected person for
seven days. On the seventh day the priest shall examine
him, and if the affection has remained unchanged in color
and the disease has not spread on the skin, the priest shall
isolate him for another seven days. On the seventh day the
priest shall examine him again: if the affection has faded
and has not spread on the skin, the priest shall pronounce
him clean. It is a rash; he shall wash his clothes, and he shall
be clean. But if the rash should spread on the skin after he
has presented himself to the priest and been pronounced
clean, he shall present himself again to the priest. And if the
priest sees that the rash has spread on the skin, the priest
shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy. When a person
has a scaly affection, it shall be reported to the priest.

Leviticus 13:45-46

As for the person with a leprous affection, his clothes shall
be rent, his head shall be left bare, and he shall cover over
his upper lip; and he shall call out, “Unclean! Unclean!” He
shall be unclean as long as the disease is on him. Being
unclean, he shall dwell apart; his dwelling shall be outside
the camp.

Leviticus 14:1-4

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: This shall be the ritual for
aleper at the time that he is to be cleansed. When it has
been reported to the priest, the priest shall go outside the
camp. If the priest sees that the leper has been healed of his
scaly affection, the priest shall order two live clean birds,
cedar wood, crimson stuff, and hyssop to be brought for
him who is to be cleansed.
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Torah Model II ¥ - Miriam’s Tzaraat

Numbers 12:1-16

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the
Cushite woman he had married: “He married a Cushite
woman!” They said, “Has the LORD spoken only through
Moses? Has He not spoken through us as well?” The LORD
heard it. Now Moses was a very humble man, more so than
any other man on earth. Suddenly the LORD called to
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the
Tent of Meeting.” So the three of them went out. The LORD
came down in a pillar of cloud, stopped at the entrance of
the Tent, and called out, “Aaron and Miriam!” The two of
them came forward; and He said, “Hear these My words:
When a prophet of the LORD arises among you, I make
Myself known to him in a vision, I speak with him in a
dream. Not so with My servant Moses; he is trusted
throughout My household. With him I speak mouth to
mouth, plainly and not in riddles, and he beholds the
likeness of the LORD. How then did you not shrink from
speaking against My servant Moses!” Still incensed with
them, the LORD departed. As the cloud withdrew from the
Tent, there was Miriam stricken with snow-white scales!
When Aaron turned toward Miriam, he saw that she was
stricken with scales. And Aaron said to Moses, “O my lord,
account not to us the sin which we committed in our folly.
Let her not be as one dead, who emerges from his mother’s
womb with half his flesh eaten away.” So Moses cried out to
the LORD, saying, “O God, pray heal her!” But the LORD
said to Moses, “If her father spat in her face, would she not
bear her shame for seven days? Let her be shut out of camp
for seven days, and then let her be readmitted.” So Miriam
was shut out of camp seven days; and the people did not
march on until Miriam was readmitted. After that the
people set out from Hazeroth and encamped in the
wilderness of Paran.
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The Talmud’s Read: They’re All The Same-- And More!

Yoma 2a:1

MISHNA: Seven days prior to Yom Kippur the Sages
would remove the High Priest, who performs the entire
Yom Kippur service, from his house to the Chamber of
Parhedrin, a room in the Temple designated specifically for
the High Priest during that period. And they would
designate another priest in his stead to replace him lest a
disqualification due to impurity or another circumstance
beyond his control prevent him from entering the Temple
on Yom Kippur.

Yoma 2a:3

GEMARA: The halakha of sequestering the High Priest prior
to his performance of the Temple service on Yom Kippur is
comparable to the sequestering of the priest designated to
burn the red heifer. Therefore, the Gemara cites that which
we learned in a mishna there, in tractate Para: Seven days
prior to the burning of the red heifer, the Sages would
remove the priest who burns the heifer from his house to
the chamber that was before the bira at the northeast corner
of the courtyard on the Temple Mount. And that chamber
was called the Chamber of the Stone House. The Gemara
explains: And why was it called the Chamber of the Stone
House? It is because all the actions associated with the red
heifer were performed in dung vessels, stone vessels, and
earth vessels, which are vessels that cannot become ritually
impure.

Mishnah Para 3:1

Seven days before the burning of the [red] cow they would
separate the priest who was to burn the cow from his house
to a chamber that was facing the north-eastern corner of the
birah, and which was called the Stone Chamber. They would
sprinkle upon him throughout the seven days with [a
mixture of] all the sin-offerings that were there. Rabbi Yose
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said: they sprinkled upon him only on the third and the
seventh days. Rabbi Hanina the vice-chief of the priests said:
on the priest that was to burn the cow they sprinkled all the
seven days, but on the one that was to perform the service on
Yom Kippur they sprinkled on the third and the seventh days
only.

Yoma 2a:8

§ With regard to the halakhot of sequestering the High Priest
prior to performance of the Yom Kippur service, and of
sequestering the priest designated to burn the heifer prior to
performance of the red heifer ritual, the Gemara asks: From
where in the Torah are these matters derived? Rav Minyomi
bar Hilkiya said that Rabbi Mahseya bar Idi said that Rabbi
Yohanan said they are derived from Aaron and his sons, who
remained in the Tabernacle for seven days prior to performing
the service in the Tabernacle on the eighth day of their
inauguration, as the verse states: “As has been done this day,
so the Lord has commanded to do, to make atonement for
you” (Leviticus 8:34), meaning that this mitzva of sequestering
was not limited to the days prior to the dedication of the
Tabernacle; rather, it applies to future generations as well. The
verse is interpreted homiletically: “To do”; these are the actions
performed in the burning of the red heifer for which the priest
performing the ritual is sequestered seven days in advance; “to
make atonement”; these are the actions performed on Yom
Kippur, before which the High Priest is sequestered seven
days.

Yoma 2a:9

The Gemara asks: Granted, the entire verse is not established as
referring exclusively to the red heifer, as: “To atone,” is written,
and the heifer is not capable of facilitating atonement; rather, it
facilitates ritual purity. Rather, say that the entire verse is
written with regard to Yom Kippur, as the rites performed to
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during the days of the inauguration. What, then, is the source for
sequestering the priest who is to perform the red heifer ritual?

Yoma 2a:10

The Sages say in response: Derive it from a verbal analogy between
the terms commanded and commanded. It is stated here, with
regard to the days of the inauguration: “The Lord commanded to
do,” and it is stated there, with regard to the red heifer: “This is the
statute of the Torah that the Lord commanded, saying” (Numbers
19:2). Just as the term commanded there refers to the heifer, so too
here, the phrase: “The Lord commanded to do” written in the
context of the days of the inauguration refers to the heifer. And just
as here, with regard to the inauguration, there is the principle of
sequestering prior to performing the service, so too there, in the
context of the halakhot of the heifer, sequestering is required prior
to performance of the mitzva.

Again the Gemara asks: And say that there is a verbal analogy
between the term commanded in the context of the inauguration
and the term commanded with regard to offerings, as it is written:
“On the day that He commanded [tzavoto] the children of Israel to
sacrifice their offerings” (Leviticus 7:38). The result would be that
any priest sacrificing a communal offering would require
sequestering for seven days. The Gemara rejects this: One derives
the term commanded from the identical term commanded, and
one does not derive the term that he commanded [tzavoto] from the
term commanded [tziva].

The Gemara raises a difficulty: What is the practical difference
between the two terms? Didn’t the school of Rabbi Yishmael teach a
verbal analogy with regard to leprosy of houses between the verse:
“And the priest shall return ” (Leviticus 14: he ver
“And the priest shall come [uva]” (Leviticus 14:44)? From that verbal
analogy it is derived that this is the halakha with regard to

returning. ie. it i ) ' his i

with regard to coming, i.e., it is also after seven days. Obviously, the
less pronounced difference in grammatical forms between tziva and

tzavoto should not prevent the teaching of a verbal analogy.
The Gemara rejects this argument: This applies only where there
are no terms that are identical to it; however, where there are
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terms that are identical to it, we derive the verbal analogy from
terms that are identical to it, rather than from terms that are
merely similar.

Yoma 2b:s

§ The Gemara analyzes the verbal analogy from which the
sequestering of the High Priest is derived. The Gemara states
with regard to the phrase “to make atonement,” written in the
context of the inauguration: These are the actions performed on
Yom Kippur. The Gemara suggests: And say that it refers to the
atonement of offerings in general, such that any priest engaged
in sacrificing atonement offerings must be sequestered seven
days beforehand.

Yoma 2b:6

The Gemara seeks to reject this suggestion from a practical
perspective. Do we know in advance which priest will happen to
sacrifice a given offering, and who would consequently require
sequestering? The Sages say: Why not? There are certainly ways to

do so. Each of the twenty-four priestly watches has set weeks during

which it serves in the Temple, and the patrilineal families that

constitute that watch have set days during that week on which each
serves in the Temple. We could require sequestering for the entire
patrilineal family of the priestly watch designated to serve on that

day the following week. The Gemara rejects the suggestion that all
priests should be sequestered prior to sacrificing an atonement
offering. We derive a matter that has a fixed time during the year,
Yom Kippur, from a matter that also has a fixed time, the
inauguration of the priests for service in the Tabernacle, to the
exclusion of offerings that are sacrificed every day.

Again the Gemara asks: And say that one derives from the
phrase “to make atonement” the principle of sequestering
prior to sacrificing atonement offerings on the Festivals, which
have fixed times. The Gemara rejects this: We derive a matter
that is performed once a year, the service of Yom Kippur, from
a matter that is performed once a year, like the inauguration,
which was a one-time event, to the exclusion of the service on
the Festivals, which is not performed once a year; rather, it is
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performed three times a year.

The Gemara asks: And say that the service on one Festival of
the three, which is performed once a year, should require
sequestering. And if you say: We do not know which of them is
the most significant and requires sequestering, since one could
suggest that it is Passover, with which the verse opened, as the
Torah always lists it first among the Festivals; or one could
suggest that it is Sukkot, since its mitzva is to bring numerous
offerings, many more than the number brought on the other
Festivals.

Rather, the Gemara rejects this possibility and explains: One
derives sequestering for seven days prior to performing a
service for one day, Yom Kippur, from sequestering for seven
days prior to performing a service for one day, the
inauguration. And one does not derive sequestering for seven
days prior to performing a service for seven days, a Festival,
from sequestering for seven days prior to performing a service
for one day, the inauguration. Therefore, atonement offerings
on Festivals are not derived from the inauguration.

Yoma 3b:8

And some say that Ravina said: One derives a matter that is an
initial service from an initial service, to the exclusion of all
these that are not initial services. That statement of Ravina is
unclear, and the Gemara asks: What is the meaning of initial
service? If we say that initial service means one performed by
the High Priest; that is identical to the first version of Ravina’s
statement. Rather, it may be understood as follows: One derives
the initial service performed in the place, the Holy of Holies, on
Yom Kippur, from the initial service performed in the place, the
Tabernacle, on the eighth day of the inauguration. Therefore, it
is the service of Yom Kippur alone that is derived from the
inauguration.
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