What is “Halakhah”?The Fascinating History of an Essential Term
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Genres of “Halakhah” and “Aggadah”
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Treating Halakhah and Aggadah Differently
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An Aggadah that is Called “Halakhah”?
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Taking this Aggadah as “Halakhah”
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Debate Over Taking this Midrash Literally
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“It’s criminal those who constantly chatter and expound that it is a halacha that Esav hates
Yaakov and the hatred is eternal — this is against the truth, against our Sages and the Torah, for
Esav himself was not always a wicked person and his hatred stopped after appropriate
behavior. Just like with regard to the first Esav, so, too, with regard to his generations, humility
leads to peace. This is what Ben Zoma says, “Who is honored? One who honors created beings.”
The intent of this is also for the other nations. When we honor them and say to them you are my
friend then they become friendly [to us]. The opposite is also true. When we say that we hate
them, then they become hateful [to us] and this happens all the time.”
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What Does the Midrash Really Say?
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