“Hunger Games” — From the Sea to Sinai
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1. Ch.14-15 Q1o D' NUp Crossing of the Reed Sea / Song of the Sea War
2.15:22-26 NN nena Mara Water
3.Ch. 16 nn The Manna Food
4.17:1-7 nanninon Masa U-Meriva Water
5.17:8-15 'y Amalek War
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The Egyptians were masters to the Israelites. This Exodus generation was accustomed from the youngest age to
suffer under the yoke of Egyptian oppression. Their spirit was broken. How could they stand up and fight their
masters ... after all they were inexperienced in the art of war....
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Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of Reeds.”(15:22) - Moses had to drag them away from there, against
their desire. Why? When the Israelites left Egypt, Pharaoh pursued them with his massive army, with horses and
chariots adorned and decorated with jewels and precious stones. When they entered the sea and God submerged
and drowned them, the jewels flowed in the water and washed up on the sea shore. Israel went down to the
water daily and would take the jewels. They didn’t want to leave. When Moses saw this, he forced them to
depart.”

2. Shemot 15:22-26
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Moses caused Israel to set out from the Sea of Reeds. They went on to the wilderness of Shur; they travelled
three days in the wilderness and found no water. They came to Marah, but they could not drink water from
Marah because it (they) were bitter; that is why it was named Marah. And the people grumbled against Moses
saying ‘What shall we drink?’ He cried to the Lord and the Lord showed him a tree . He threw it into the water
and the water became sweet. There he set for them statute and judgment and there he put them to the test.
He said ‘If you listen well to the voice of the Lord your God, doing what is upright in his sight, giving ear to his
commandments and keeping all his laws, then | will not bring upon you any of the diseases that | brought upon
the Egyptians for | the Lord am your healer.”
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There he gave them (a statute and judgment): At Marah, he gave them a segment of the parshiot of Torah for
them to occupy themselves: Shabbat, Parah Aduma, and Judgments (societal laws.)

He tested them: The nation; and he saw their stubbornness, in that they failed to consult with Moses in a
respectful manner, he prayed ... for water to drink, but they merely complained.
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“There he set for them statute and judgment and there he put them to the test : There at Marah, through the
fabrication of a test - God made them thirst for water and then ‘healed’ the water for them - He began to
demonstrate to them, that if they will keep the statutes and judgments which He will teach, He will provide their

needs.”

5. Sefer Shemot ch.16

Setting out from Elim, the whole Israelite community came to the
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth
day of the second month after their departure from the land of
Egypt. 2In the wilderness, the whole Israelite community grumbled
against Moses and Aaron. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had
died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
fleshpots, when we ate our fill of bread! For you have brought us out
into this wilderness to starve this whole congregation to death.”

“And the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread for you from the
sky, and the people shall go out and gather each day that day’s
portion—that | may thus test them, to see whether they will follow
My instructions or not. >But on the sixth day, when they apportion
what they have brought in, it shall prove to be double the amount
they gather each day.”

9N NI 12 NTYU 22 INQY D7'RN WD (N)
AWV AwnNNa 11'0 |'al 07'N "2 IWN |'0 12N
12171 (1) :0Mx¥N yIND DNRYY WD wTNY 01
12TNA NN 2V1 NN 2V Y8 Nty 7]
T2 1NN N M 728w 1 DNR NRRY (A)
IWAN 10 Y INAWA 0NXD YINa pIp
72TAN 7N 1IINN DNNNXIN 12 Yaw? DNY7 11708
D :AV11 N 200 22 NN N'MN? N

DNY D17 1'LAN 1IN AW 2R P R (T)
VN7 N DI 12T 10P71 DUN KXY DMYN N
o aqle () X% oN MIIMa 7'n 101X
VU NN DM IR AWK DN DN 'wen
O :DI' DI' ILP?' TWN

Page | 2



6. Shemot 17/ Moshe Hits the Rock... Amalek

> Then the Lord said to Moses, "Pass before the people; take
with you some of the elders of Israel, and take along the
rod with which you struck the Nile, and set out. ¢ I will be
standing there before you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the
rock and water will issue from it, and the people will
drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of
Israel.” The place was named Massah and Meribah,
because the Israelites quarreled and because they tried the
Lord, saying, "Is the Lord present among us or not?"

8 Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. °® Moses
said to Joshua, "Pick some men for us, and go out and do
battle with Amalek. Tomorrow | will station myself on the
top of the hill, with the rod of God in my hand." ° Joshua
did as Moses told him and fought with Amalek, while
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the
hill. ! Then, whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel
prevailed; but whenever he let down his hand, Amalek
prevailed. 2 But Moses' hands grew heavy; so they took a
stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and
Hur, one on each side, supported his hands; thus his hands
set. > And
overwhelmed the people of Amalek with the sword.

remained steady until the sun Joshua
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“God did not bring the people to Israel on the direct route. Instead he took them through the desert. God said: ‘If

| bring them to the Land of Israel now, everyone will immediately involve themselves with their field or vineyard
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and they will pay no attention to Torah! Instead, | will take them through the wilderness. They will eat the
manna and drink water from the miraculous well (that God provided by hitting the rock 17:5) and the Torah

will become absorbed within their bodies.”

APPROACH #2 — RATIONING AND SHARING

9. Explanation of Rav Yaakov Medan

But what is the "chok u'mishpat" that is referred to as having been given at Mara? To our understanding, the word
"statute" (chok) is meant here as a specified measurement - particularly, a specified ration of food. When the waters
of the well were sweetened, God established a "chok" - a ration, or measure - as to how much water each person
was entitled to draw for himself, for his family, and for his cattle. If no ration were determined per person from the
waters of the well, it is difficult to describe the chaos that would have ensued when 600,000 thirsty people, after
three days of wandering in the desert, were to grab water for themselves, their families, and their cattle. The "chok"
(= ration) required "mishpat" - i.e., an actual rule as to the ration of each family.

10. The word "pin"
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11. The rationing of the Manna
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18 This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather as much as they need to eat. Take an omer for each
person you have in your tent.”
7The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. ¥ And when they measured it by the omer,
the one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too
little. Everyone had gathered just as much as they needed.
... 'Each morning everyone gathered as much as they needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted away

APPROACH #3 PARALLELS WITH YETZIAT MITZRAYIM
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