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Proverbs 31

(1) The words of Lemuel, king of Massa,
with which his mother admonished him:
(2) No, my son! No, O son of my womb!
No, O son of my vows! (3) Do not give
your strength to women, Your vigor, to
those who destroy kings. (4) Wine is not
for kings, O Lemuel; Not for kings to
drink, Nor any strong drink for princes,
(5) Lest they drink and forget what has
been ordained, And infringe on the rights
of the poor. (6) Give strong drink to the
hapless And wine to the embittered. (7)
Let them drink and forget their poverty,
And put their troubles out of mind. (8)
Speak up for the dumb, For the rights of
all the unfortunate. (9) Speak up, judge
righteously, Champion the poor and the
needy. (10) What a rare find is a capable
wife! Her worth is far beyond that of
rubies. (11) Her husband puts his
confidence in her, And lacks no good
thing. (12) She is good to him, never
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bad, All the days of her life. (13) She
looks for wool and flax, And sets her
hand to them with a will. (14) She is like
a merchant fleet, Bringing her food from
afar. (15) She rises while it is still night,
And supplies provisions for her
household, The daily fare of her maids.
(16) She sets her mind on an estate and
acquires it; She plants a vineyard by her
own labors. (17) She girds herself with
strength, And performs her tasks with
vigor. (18) She sees that her business
thrives; Her lamp never goes out at
night. (19) She sets her hand to the
distaff; Her fingers work the spindle. (20)
She gives generously to the poor; Her
hands are stretched out to the needy.
(21) She is not worried for her household
because of snow, For her whole
household is dressed in crimson. (22)
She makes covers for herself; Her
clothing is linen and purple. (23) Her
husband is prominent in the gates, As he
sits among the elders of the land. (24)
She makes cloth and sells it, And offers
a girdle to the merchant. (25) She is
clothed with strength and splendor; She
looks to the future cheerfully. (26) Her
mouth is full of wisdom, Her tongue with
kindly teaching. (27) She oversees the
activities of her household And never
eats the bread of idleness. (28) Her
children declare her happy; Her husband
praises her, (29) “Many women have
done well, But you surpass them all.”
(30) Grace is deceptive, Beauty is
illusory; It is for her fear of the LORD
That a woman is to be praised. (31) Extol
her for the fruit of her hand, And let her
works praise her in the gates.

Sanhedrin 101b:11-15

The Gemara resumes its discussion of
Jeroboam. And from where do we

YWTIRTTOY iR Azya 0Yyea v ()
11AY29'7 NN ViANINRENDYY |'TO (1)
(19) :jiNDX Dit7 PNl AYR7 A0V (1d)
(72) :Mig777y TEII"MIN| NN NN N'9
{72ND N7 MYy DNYI AN NI Ni9IX
(03) :n77ni1 A7YT AL YA N (M)
(7) :n17277v M7y AR 7N 1Y NidY NI

29000 KD NTRRY NYK 9 7201 N0 Y

DYYA 770 T 9N an (X7)
'yun

I”0=-KR""2 X7 |"YTN10

N D'7M) A'NDT 'MXRT KN7W7 'NX K7T |7 kM
DY N2 NRLVNY AT AT DY (T7 A

3


https://www.sefaria.org/Sanhedrin.101b.11-15

derive that Jeroboam does not enter
into the World-to-Come? It is derived
from a verse, as it is written: “And by
this matter there was a sin to the
house of Jeroboam, and to eradicate
it and to destroy it from off the face of
the earth” (I Kings 13:34). It can be
interpreted to mean: To eradicate it in
this world, and to destroy it for the
World-to-Come. Rabbi Yohanan says:
For what virtue was Jeroboam
privileged to ascend to monarchy? It is
due to the fact that he rebuked
Solomon for his sins. And for what
misdeed was he punished and lost
everything? It is due to the fact that he
rebuked Solomon and humiliated him in
public, as it is stated: “And this was
the cause that he lifted his hand
against the king: Solomon built the
Millo, and repaired the breaches of
the city of David his father” (I Kings
11:27). Jeroboam said to Solomon:
David, your father, created breaches
in the wall so that the Jewish people
could ascend for the pilgrimage
Festival, and you sealed them in order
to marshal forced labor [angarya] for
the daughter of Pharaoh, your wife.
And what is the meaning of the phrase
“and this was the cause that he lifted
his hand against the king”? Rav
Nahman says: He removed his
phylacteries before Solomon, thereby
demonstrating that he does not consider
Solomon his superior. Rav Nahman
says: The arrogance that existed in
Jeroboam drove him from the
World-to-Come, as it is stated: “And
Jeroboam said in his heart: Now shall
the kingdom return to the house of
David. If this people go up to offer
sacrifices in the House of the Lord in
Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this
people turn again to their lord, even to
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Rehoboam, king of Judea, and they
shall kill me and return to Rehoboam,
king of Judea” (I Kings 12:26-27).
Jeroboam calculated and said: It is
learned as a tradition that sitting in the
Temple courtyard is permitted only for
kings of the house of Judah alone.
Once they see Rehoboam, who is
sitting, and they see me standing, they
will think: This, Rehoboam, is king,
and that, Jeroboam, is the servant.
And if | sit there, | will be considered a
traitor against the throne, and they
will kill me and follow him.
Immediately, the following took place:
“And the king took counsel, and made
two calves of gold, and said to them:
It is too much for you to ascend to
Jerusalem; behold your gods, Israel,
who brought you up from the land of
Egypt. And he placed the one in
Bethel and the other he placed in
Dan” (I Kings 12:28-29). What is the
meaning of the phrase “and the king
took counsel”? Rabbi Yehuda says: It
means that he assembled the elders of
the kingdom of Israel and seated a
wicked person alongside a righteous
person and consulted them. He said to
the elders: Do you sign a writ of
authorization for all that | am doing?
They said to him: Yes. He said to
them: | want to be the king. They said
to him: Yes. Jeroboam said to them:
Will you do everything | tell you to
do? They said to him: Yes. He said to
them: Even to worship idols? A
righteous man said: Heaven forfend;
idol worship is unacceptable. The
wicked man seated alongside him said
to the righteous man: Does it enter
your mind that a man like Jeroboam
would worship idols? Rather, he
merely seeks to test those sitting here,
to determine if they accept and will



obey his pronouncements.

Shabbat 56b:5-15

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that
Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who
says that King Solomon sinned is
nothing other than mistaken, as it is
stated: “And his heart was not perfect
with the Lord his God, as was the
heart of David, his father” (I Kings
11:4). By inference: Solomon’s heart
was not equal to the heart of David,
his father; however, he also did not
sin. However, how then do | establish
the meaning of the verse: “For it came
to pass, when Solomon was old, that
his wives turned away his heart after
other gods” (I Kings 11:4)? That verse
is in accordance with the statement of
Rabbi Natan; as Rabbi Natan raised a
contradiction between the two parts of
the verse. On the one hand, it is
written: “For it came to pass, when
Solomon was old, that his wives
turned away his heart after other gods.”
On the other hand, isn’t it written: “And
his heart was not perfect with the Lord
his God, as was the heart of David his
father,” indicating that Solomon’s heart
was not equal to the heart of David
his father; however, he also did not
sin? Rather, the verse says as follows:
For it came to pass, when Solomon
was old, that his wives turned away
his heart, in an attempt to spur him to go
after other gods; however, he did not
go after them. The Gemara asks: Isn’t it
written: “Then did Solomon build
[yivne] an altar for Kemosh, the
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the
abomination of the children of Ammon” (|
Kings 11:7), indicating that Solomon did
in fact stray after idols? The Gemara

I”0-"N2 1) NAY

72 1M2i' 27 K 119N 12 7RINY 127 K
NXIY L,NYI0 KX 'R RN NNYY RIRD
TI7227 1778 "N DY DY 1227 N N

NOD'M ,NID K7T RN MAX TIT 2299 — 11X
NY7 'l D4R K NN KX .RYD K7 ')
279 X'ND — “i227 X1V 1'Y1 N7y Nt
NPT NYY 'DI7 1AM LMY NI AT L N)

TI7 22797 1AM ,7227 IR VD I'Y) NN7Y
NON'M NID N7T NN 1A TIT 2279 — "X
NN7¢ NPT NYY NI 0KRE N IKoD K7 M)
"DINK D'77)¢ "INX D277 1127 DX 100 1'Y)
NN NN7Y M) TR 1AM .70 K7 —

.2 X7) MDY Upay — "aRin YRy windYy
— "'N7 NATN YYin! N TR INNYN K7

"I NN ,NIRT 7K 1702 K71 Ninx7 Wipay

Ninan NXI” NiX Qi 20, XNINTI KX INT

NNYNRD 07 [N WYX DY 19 7Y YK

YRY MAYYY? 78" 9'70 ANy N2 wix

VOYIN! ,0IY'A N7] KON K2 WJ9N .ia] DIT'Y
72 N701 7D UK KAY TY DV N7
VOYIN'I NOX 7XIW! YINAY NIT NTIQY

NN ,0INNKY DRIYRY U'pn KX Innya
DIIYKY X ,N2YY7 |02 NYN]HYY K7 DIINDX
N7Y WY mN| LINIAY DA NN 1YY KT
1'Y2 NiNRY i7 Nty 1190 K7 I wa vin

NN .NON 178D 24N2D 17V N7Yn M N7

ND'Y 2 TY iNiNYT 17 nid 7xmy mx NN 20
'1'W2 YN WY1 i 2Nt X1 NK 11T YRy
NYIY NYYa 78NY 1Y NTIN' 20 NK N
QT M Q7K 7 101N ,NYI2 N2 NX N7y
121 ,N1i79 N1 NTIAYY? 'wiv 72 §7 "N
M .2 NNM N7 ,NNI79 DT NTiAY? D'wiy
NY NNYY KYIY NYYR 178Ny MK DTN 20
2 NYY1 D1 N YVII 7R3 T N2 N2
[in 7¢] 7ima 312 N1 11y livyy

1¢ DY 0'1)NY Di'D ININ IXIN KN'INNA
Q¥ NI, [T TOXI X N2 TOX 20T 13y
A1 79 ARIONRANTL TN


https://www.sefaria.org/Shabbat.56b.5-15

answers: This can be understood to
mean that Solomon sought to build an
altar for idols but did not build it. The
Gemara objects: But now if that is the
way to understand the future tense verb
form yivne, what of another instance
where the same form is employed:
“Then did Joshua build [yivne] an
altar to the Lord God of Israel in Mount
Eival” (Joshua 8:30)? There too, would
you say that Joshua sought to build an
altar but did not build one? Rather,
there, in the case of Joshua, it means
that he actually built it. Here too, with
regard to Solomon, it means that he
actually built the altar. Rather, this verse
should be understood as it was taught
in a baraita that Rabbi Yosei says: The
verse states: “And the altars that were
before Jerusalem, which were on the
right hand of the Mount of Olives,
which Solomon the king of Israel had
built for Ashtoret the abomination of
the Zidonim, and for Kemosh the
abomination of Moab, and for Milkom the
abomination of the children of Ammon,
did the king defile” (Il Kings 23:13). Al
these were destroyed by Josiah. The
Gemara asks: Is it possible that the
righteous king Asa came and did not
destroy them, and the righteous king
Jehosaphat came and did not destroy
them until Josiah came and destroyed
them? Didn’t Asa and Jehosaphat
destroy all the idolatry in Eretz
Yisrael? Rather, the verse juxtaposes
the earlier ones, i.e., Solomon, to the
later ones, i.e., Josiah. Just as the later
ones, Josiah, did not effect the
destruction of the altars, as it was done
by his predecessors, and nevertheless
the verse attributes it to him to praise
him as if he had destroyed all those
altars, so too, the earlier ones,
Solomon, did not effect the



construction, and nevertheless the
verse attributes it to him to disgrace
him as he did not prevent their
construction. The Gemara raises another
question. Isn’t it written: “And
Solomon did evil in the sight of the
Lord” (I Kings 11:6), clearly indicating
that Solomon sinned? Rather, since he
should have protested against the
conduct of his wives, i.e., their
involvement in idolatry, but he did not
protest, the verse ascribes to him
liability as if he had sinned. Rav
Yehuda said that Shmuel said: It
would have been preferable for that
righteous man, Solomon, to be a
servant tasked with drawing water and
hewing wood for another matter, i.e.,
idolatry, and not have the verse write
about him: “And he did evil in the
sight of the Lord,” even though he did
not. Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel
said: When Solomon married
Pharaoh’s daughter, she brought to
him a thousand musical instruments
and said to him: This is the way we do
it for this idolatry, and this is the way
we do it for that idolatry, and he did
not protest that talk. Rav Yehuda said
that Shmuel said: When Solomon
married Pharaoh’s daughter, the angel
Gabriel descended from heaven and
implanted a reed into the sea, and a
sandbar grew around it, growing larger
each year, and upon it the great city of
Rome was built, which became God’s
instrument to punish Israel. It was
taught in a baraita: On that very day
that Jeroboam introduced two golden
calves, one in Beth-El and the other in
Dan, a single small hut was
constructed, which was the first house
constructed there. And that was the
inauguration of Italy of Greece.



Shabbat 30a:3-30b:2

The Gemara relates: This question was
asked before Rabbi Tanhum from the
village of Nevi: What is the ruling with
regard to extinguishing a burning
lamp before a sick person on
Shabbat? The Gemara relates that
Rabbi Tanhum delivered an entire homily
touching upon both aggadic and halakhic
materials surrounding this question. He
began and said: You, King Solomon,
where is your wisdom, where is your
understanding? Not only do your
statements contradict the statements
of your father David, but your
statements even contradict each
other. Your father David said: “The
dead praise not the Lord, neither any
that go down into silence” (Psalms
115:17); and you said: “And | praised
the dead that are already dead more
than the living that are yet alive”
(Ecclesiastes 4:2). And then again you
said: “For a living dog is better than a
dead lion” (Ecclesiastes 9:4). These are
different assessments of life and death.
He resolved the contradictions in the
following manner: This is not difficult.
That which David said: “The dead
praise not the Lord,” this is what he is
saying: A person should always
engage in Torah and mitzvot before
he dies, as once he is dead he is idle
from Torah and mitzvot and there is
no praise for the Holy One, Blessed
be He, from him. And that is what
Rabbi Yohanan said: What is the
meaning of that which is written: “Set
free among the dead, like the slain that
lie in the grave, whom You remember no
more” (Psalms 88:6)? When a person
dies he then becomes free of Torah
and mitzvot. And that which Solomon
said: “And | praised the dead that are
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already dead”’; he was not speaking of
all dead people, but rather in praise of
certain dead people. As when Israel
sinned in the desert, Moses stood
before the Holy One, Blessed be He,
and he said several prayers and
supplications before Him, and his
prayers were not answered. And when
he said: “Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, Your servants” (Exodus
32:13), his prayers were answered
immediately. Consequently, did
Solomon not speak appropriately
when he said: “Wherefore | praised
the dead that are already dead”?
Certainly the merit of the deceased
forefathers is greater than that of the
righteous people who are alive.
Alternatively, the way of the world is
such that when a flesh-and-blood
prince issues a decree on the public it
is uncertain whether they fulfill it and
uncertain whether they do not fulfill it.
And even if you want to say that they
fulfill it, it is only during his lifetime
that they fulfill it; after he dies they do
not fulfill it. But Moses our teacher
issued several decrees and instituted
several ordinances, and they are in
effect forever and ever. And, if so, is it
not appropriate that which Solomon
said: “Wherefore | praised the dead
that are already dead”? Alternatively,
another explanation is given for the
verse: “And | praised the dead that are
already dead,” is in accordance with
that which Rav Yehuda said that Rav
said. As Rav Yehuda said that Rav
said: What is the meaning of the verse
that was written: “Work on my behalf
a sign for good; that they that hate me
may see it, and be put to shame”
(Psalms 86:17)? David said before the
Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of
the Universe, forgive me for that sin in
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the matter of Bathsheba. He said to
him: It is forgiven you. David said to
Him: Show me a sign in my lifetime so
that all will know that You have forgiven
me. God said to him: In your lifetime |
will not make it known that you were
forgiven; however, in the lifetime of
your son Solomon | will make it
known. When Solomon built the
Temple and sought to bring the Ark
into the Holy of Holies, the gates
clung together and could not be
opened. Solomon uttered twenty-four
songs of praise, as in his prayer there
are twenty-four expressions of prayer,
song, etc. (I Kings 8), and his prayer
was not answered. He began and
said: “Lift up your heads, O you
gates, and be you lifted up, you
everlasting doors; that the King of
glory may come in” (Psalms 24:7).
Immediately, the gates ran after him to
swallow him, as they thought that in the
words: “King of glory” he was referring to
himself, and they said to him: “Who is
the King of glory?” (Psalms 24:8). He
said to them: “The Lord strong and
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle”
(Psalms 24:8). And he said again: “Lift
up your heads, O you gates, yea, lift
them up, you everlasting doors; that
the King of glory may come in. Who
then is the King of glory? The Lord of
hosts; He is the King of glory. Selah”
(Psalms 24:9-10), and he was not
answered. When he said: “O Lord
God, turn not away the face of Your
anointed; remember the good deeds
of David Your servant” (Il Chronicles
6:42), he was immediately answered,
and a fire descended from Heaven (Il
Chronicles 7:1). At that moment, the
faces of all of David’s enemies turned
dark like the charred bottom of a pot.
And all of Israel knew that the Holy
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One, Blessed be He, forgave him for
that sin. And if so, is it not appropriate
what Solomon said: “And | praised the
dead that are already dead,” David,
more than the living, Solomon, to whose
request to open the gates of the Temple
God did not respond? And that is what
is written: “On the eighth day he sent
the people away, and they blessed the
king, and went unto their tents joyful
and glad of heart for all the goodness
that the Lord had shown unto David
His servant and to Israel His people”
(I Kings 8:66). The Gemara explains:
And went unto their tents, in
accordance with the common
expression: One’s house is his wife. It is
explained that when they returned home
they found their wives ritually pure
from the ritual impurity of menstruation.
Joyful means that they enjoyed the
aura of the Divine Presence at the
dedication of the Temple. And glad of
heart means that the wife of each and
every one of them was impregnated
and gave birth to a male. The verse
continues: For all the goodness that
the Lord had shown unto David His
servant and to Israel His people. Unto
David His servant means that at that
opportunity they all saw that God
forgave him for that sin. And to Israel
His people means that He forgave
them for the sin of Yom Kippur, as they
did not fast that year (see | Kings 8:65).
The Gemara continues: And that which
Solomon said: “For a living dog is
better than a dead lion” (Ecclesiastes
9:4), is in accordance with that which
Rav Yehuda said that Rav said. As Rav
Yehuda said that Rav said: What is the
meaning of that verse which David said:
“Lord, make me to know my end, and
the measure of my days, what it is; let
me know how short-lived | am”

12



(Psalms 39:5)? It means that David said
before the Holy One, Blessed be He:
Master of the Universe, Lord, make
me to know my end; in how long will |
die? God said to him: It is decreed
before Me that | do not reveal the end
of the life of flesh and blood. He asked
further: And the measure of my days;
on what day of the year will | die? He
said to him: It is decreed before Me not
to reveal the measure of a person’s
days. Again he requested: Let me know
how short-lived | am; on what day of
the week will | die? He said to him: You
will die on Shabbat. David requested of
God: Let me die on the first day of the
week so that the honor of Shabbat will
not be tarnished by the pain of death. He
said to him: On that day the time of the
kingdom of your son Solomon has
already arrived, and one kingdom
does not overlap with another and
subtract from the time allotted to another
even a hairbreadth. He said to him: |
will cede a day of my life and die on
Shabbat eve. God said to him: “For a
day in your courts is better than a
thousand” (Psalms 84:11); a single day
in which you sit and engage in Torah
is preferable to Me than the thousand
burnt-offerings that your son
Solomon will offer before Me on the
altar (see | Kings 3:4). What did David
do? Every Shabbat he would sit and
learn all day long to protect himself from
the Angel of Death. On that day on
which the Angel of Death was
supposed to put his soul to rest, the
day on which David was supposed to
die, the Angel of Death stood before
him and was unable to overcome him
because his mouth did not pause from
study. The Angel of Death said: What
shall | do to him? David had a garden
[bustana] behind his house; the Angel

13



of Death came, climbed, and shook
the trees. David went out to see. As he
climbed the stair, the stair broke
beneath him. He was startled and was
silent, interrupted his studies for a
moment, and died. Since David died in
the garden, Solomon sent the following
question to the study hall: Father died
and is lying in the sun, and the dogs
of father’s house are hungry. There is
room for concern lest the dogs come and
harm his body. What shall | do? They
sent an answer to him: Cut up an
animal carcass and place it before the
dogs. Since the dogs are hungry,
handling the animal carcass to feed them
is permitted. And with regard to your
father, it is prohibited to move his body
directly. Place a loaf of bread or an
infant on top of him, and you can
move him into the shade due to the
bread or the infant. And is it not
appropriate what Solomon said: “For
a living dog is better than a dead
lion.” The ultimate conclusion of this
discussion is that life is preferable to
death. And now, with regard to the
question that | asked before you; Rav
Tanhum spoke modestly, as, actually,
they had asked him the question. A
lamp is called ner and a person’s soul
is also called ner, as it is written: “The
spirit of man is the lamp [ner] of the Lord”
(Proverbs 20:27). It is preferable that
the lamp of a being of flesh and blood,
an actual lamp, will be extinguished in
favor of the lamp of the Holy One,
Blessed be He, a person’s soul.
Therefore, one is permitted to extinguish
a flame for the sake of a sick person.

Eruvin 21b:12-16

Concerning the significance of observing
the words of the Sages, the Gemara
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relates: The Sages taught in a baraita:
It once happened that Rabbi Akiva
was incarcerated in a prison, and
Rabbi Yehoshua HaGarsi would come
to the prison to attend to his needs.
Every day his disciples would bring
him water in a measured quantity. One
day the prison guard met Rabbi
Yehoshua HaGarsi and said to him: The
amount of your water today is more
than usual; perhaps you need it in
order to soften the walls and thus
undermine the prison. He then poured
out half the water, and gave him the
other half to take in to Rabbi Akiva.
When Rabbi Yehoshua came to Rabbi
Akiva, and the latter saw the small
amount of water he had brought, he said
to him: Yehoshua, do you not know
that | am old, and my life depends on
your life? No one else brings me water,
so if you bring me less than | need, my
life is endangered. After Rabbi Yehoshua
related to him the entire incident,
Rabbi Akiva said to him: Give me
water so that | may wash my hands.
Rabbi Yehoshua said to him: The water
that | brought will not suffice for
drinking; how will it suffice for
washing your hands? He said to him:
What can | do; for transgressing the
words of the Sages and eating without
first washing hands one is liable to
receive the death penalty. And if so, it is
better that | should die my own death
by thirst, rather than transgress the
opinion of my colleagues who enacted
that one must wash hands before eating.
They said that he would not taste
anything until Rabbi Yehoshua brought
him water and he washed his hands.
When the Sages heard about this,
they said: If in his old age and
weakened state he is still so meticulous
in his observance of the mitzvot, how
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much more so must he have been in
his youth. And if in prison he is so
scrupulous in his behavior, how much
more so must he have been when not
in prison. Rav Yehuda said that
Shmuel said: At the time that King
Solomon instituted the ordinances of
eiruv of courtyards and of washing
hands to purify them from their impurity,
which are added safeguards to the
words of the Torah, a Divine Voice
emerged and said in his praise: “My
son, if your heart is wise, My heart will
be glad, even Mine” (Proverbs 23:15).
And it states with regard to him: “My
son, be wise and make My heart glad,
that | may respond to he who taunts
Me” (Proverbs 27:11).

Berakhot 48b:2

With regard to the origins of the four
blessings of Grace after Meals, Rav
Nahman said:

Moses instituted for Israel the first
blessing of: Who feeds all, when the
manna descended for them and they
needed to thank God.

Joshua instituted the blessing of the
land when they entered Eretz Yisrael.
David and Solomon instituted the third
blessing: Who builds Jerusalem, in the
following manner:

David instituted “...on Israel Your
people and on Jerusalem Your city...”
as he conquered the city,

and Solomon instituted “...on the
great and Holy Temple...” as he was
the one who built the Temple.

They instituted the blessing: Who is
good and does good, at Yavne in
reference to the slain Jews of the city
of Beitar at the culmination of the bar
Kokheva rebellion. They were ultimately
brought to burial after a period during
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which Hadrian refused to permit their
burial. As Rav Mattana said: On the
same day that the slain of Beitar were
brought to burial, they instituted the
blessing: Who is good and does good,
at Yavne. Who is good, thanking God
that the corpses did not decompose
while awaiting burial, and does good,
thanking God that they were ultimately
brought to burial.

Gittin 67b:9-68b:20

MISHNA: In the case of one who was
afflicted with temporary insanity
[kordeyakos] and said: Write a bill of
divorce for my wife, he said nothing,
because he was not lucid at the time. If
he said: Write a bill of divorce for my
wife, when he was lucid, and was then
afflicted with temporary insanity and
he retracted his previous statement and
said: Do not write it, his latter
statement is considered to be nothing,
i.e., it is not halakhically valid. The
mishna continues: In a case where the
husband became mute, and two people
said to him: Shall we write a bill of
divorce for your wife, and he nodded
his head indicating his agreement, they
examine him with various questions
three times. If he responded to
questions that have a negative answer:
No, and responded to questions that
have a positive answer: Yes, indicating
his competence, they shall write the bill
of divorce and give it to his wife based
on the nod of his head. GEMARA: The
Gemara asks: What is the nature of the
temporary insanity mentioned in the
mishna? Shmuel said: The reference is
to one who was afflicted by drinking
new wine that came directly from the
winepress. The Gemara asks: And let
the tanna of the mishna then teach
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explicitly: With regard to one who was
afflicted by drinking new wine. The
Gemara answers: This teaches us that
the name of the demon that causes this
insanity is Kordeyakos. The Gemara
asks: What difference is there? The
Gemara answers: The difference is with
regard to writing an amulet to prevent
harm caused by the demon. The amulet
must include the name of the demon.
The Gemara asks: What is the remedy
for that illness? The Gemara responds:
The afflicted person should eat red meat
roasted over coals and drink wine
diluted [marka] with a large amount of
water. Abaye said: My mother told me
that the remedy for a day-old fever, i.e.,
one contracted that day, is drinking a jug
[kuza] of water. The remedy for a fever
two days old is bloodletting [sikurei].
The remedy for a fever three days old is
eating red meat roasted over coals and
drinking diluted wine. For an old fever
that lasts for an extended period of time,
the remedy is to bring a black hen, tear
it lengthwise and widthwise, shave
the middle of the sufferer’s head, and
place the hen upon it, and leave the
hen upon him until it adheres to his
head due to the blood. And let him
descend into the water and let him
stand in the water up to his neck until
the world appears faint for him, i.e., he
feels faint. And let him submerge
himself in the water, and emerge from
the water and sit and rest. And if he is
not able to undergo this process, let him
eat leeks, and descend into the water,
and stand in the water up to his neck
until the world appears faint for him.
And let him submerge himself in the
water, and emerge from the water and
sit and rest. The remedy for a fever is
eating red meat that was roasted over
coals and drinking diluted wine. A
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remedy for the chills is eating fatty
meat that was roasted over coals and
drinking undiluted wine. It was related:
When the members of the Exilarch’s
house would afflict Rav Amram the
pious they would make him lie down
to sleep all night on the snow. The next
day they would say to him: What is
preferable for the Master, i.e., Rav
Amram, for us to bring him to eat? Rav
Amram said to himself: Anything | say
to them, they will do the opposite. He
said to them: Bring me red meat
roasted over coals and diluted wine.
They brought him fatty meat roasted
over coals and undiluted wine instead,
which is what Rav Amram had intended,
because this is the remedy for one who
suffers from the chills. Yalta, Rav
Nahman’s wife, heard what the
members of the Exilarch’s house did,
and that Rav Amram was suffering from
the chills. And she brought him to the
bathhouse, and placed him in the
water of the bathhouse until the water

of the bathhouse turned red like blood.

And his flesh became covered with
spots that looked like coins [peshitei]. It
is related: When Rav Yosef suffered
from the cold he would work by
grinding with millstones in order to keep
warm. When Rav Sheshet suffered from
the cold he would work by lifting
beams. He said: Great is labor, as it
warms its master. § The Gemara
relates another incident of the house of
the Exilarch: The Exilarch said to Rav
Sheshet: What is the reason that the
Master, i.e., Rav Sheshet, does not eat
with us? He said to him: Because the
slaves do not act according to a high
standard, as they are suspected of
transgressing the prohibition against
eating a limb severed from a living
animal. The Exilarch said to him: Who
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says that this is so? Rav Sheshet said
to him: | will now show you. Rav
Sheshet said to his servant: Go steal
one leg from the animal that the
servants of the Exilarch’s house
slaughtered for a meal and bring it to
me. Rav Sheshet’s servant brought one
leg to him and afterward Rav Sheshet
said to the servants of the Exilarch’s
household: Set out the portions of the
animal for me. They brought him only
three legs and placed them before
him, because the fourth leg had been
stolen. Rav Sheshet said to them: Did
this animal have only three legs? When
the servants heard this they cut one leg
from another living animal and they
brought it and placed it before Rav
Sheshet. Rav Sheshet said to his
servant: Bring out this leg of yours,
i.e., that you stole, as well. He placed
that leg on the table and Rav Sheshet
said to them: Did this animal have five
legs? The Exilarch realized that he could
not rely on his servants. He said to Rav
Sheshet: If so, they should prepare the
meat in the presence of my Master’s
servant and then you can eat without
concern. Rav Sheshet said to him: Very
well. They brought a table before
them, and they brought the meat
before him. And the servants placed a
small bone in the meat before him so
that it would cause Rav Sheshet to
choke. Since Rav Sheshet was blind,
they thought that he would be unable to
notice the bone. He felt it, took the
entire piece of meat and wrapped it in
his scarf [sudarei] out of concern that
he would be hurt by the small bones that
he could not see. After he ate, the
servants realized what he had done and
they wanted to show the Exilarch that
Rav Sheshet did not eat the meat that
was given to him. Therefore, the
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servants said to the Exilarch: A silver
cup was stolen from us, and they
searched everyone for it. When they
were checking they found the piece of
meat wrapped in his scarf. The
Exilarch’s servants said to the Exilarch:
See Master, i.e., the Exilarch, Rav
Sheshet does not desire to eat, rather
he wishes only to afflict us. Even after
everything that was done for him he did
not eat from the Exilarch’s meal. Rav
Sheshet said to them: | ate and |
tasted the taste of white leprous spots
in the meat and therefore | did not eat it.
They said to the Exilarch: We did not
prepare an animal with white spots
today. Rav Sheshet said to them:
Check the skin in the place of the
portion that | was given. He issued this
instruction in accordance with the
statement of Rav Hisda, as Rav Hisda
said: Black spots within white skin and
white spots within black skin are an
affliction and a sign of disease. They
checked and found that the animal was
afflicted in this manner, and the
Exilarch’s servants became even angrier
with him. When Rav Sheshet was
exiting the house of the Exilarch the
servants dug a pit and placed a reed
mat [tzifta] on top of it so that the pit
would not be noticed. And they said to
Rav Sheshet: The Master, i.e., Rav
Sheshet, should come and rest for a
short time, and they intended for him to
fall and be hurt. Rav Hisda, who was
also present, snorted [nehar] to him
from behind in order to signal to him.
Rav Sheshet said to a child who was
there: Recite your verse for me that
you studied today. The child said to
him: “Turn to your right or to your
left” (Il Samuel 2:21). Rav Sheshet, who
was blind, said to his servant: What do
you see? His servant said to him: | see
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a mat that has been placed on the
ground. Rav Sheshet said to him: Turn
away from it and we will go around it.
After Rav Sheshet left the Exilarch’s
house, Rav Hisda said to him: From
where did the Master, i.e., Rav
Sheshet, know that the servants had
dug a pit in that place? Rav Sheshet
said to him: There were several matters
that raised my suspicions. One, that the
Master, i.e., Rav Hisda, snorted to me
to signal that | should beware. And
additionally, when the child recited
the verse for me it alluded to this matter.
And additionally, servants are suspect
of not acting according to a high
standard, and | suspected that they
would attempt to cause me harm. § After
mentioning the spirit named kordeyakos
on the previous daf the Gemara relates
other matters connected to spirits and
demons. It is written: “l got myself
sharim and sharot, and human
pleasures, shidda and shiddot”
(Ecclesiastes 2:8). The Gemara
explains: “Sharim and sharot’: These
are types of musical instruments. “And
human pleasures”: These are pools
and bathhouses. “Shidda and
shiddot’: Here, in Babylonia, they
interpreted these words in the following
manner: Male demons [shidda] and
female demons [shiddetin]. In the
West, Eretz Yisrael, they said that these
words are referring to carriages
[shiddeta]. Rabbi Yohanan says:
There were three hundred types of
demons in a place named Shihin, but |
do not know what the form or nature of
a demon itself is. The Master said:
Here they interpreted it: Male demons
and female demons. The Gemara asks:
Why was it necessary for Solomon, the
author of Ecclesiastes, to have male
demons and female demons? The
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Gemara answers: As it is written with
regard to the building of the Temple:
“For the house, when it was being
built, was built of stone made ready at
the quarry; and there was neither
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron
heard in the house, while it was being
built” (I Kings 6:7). Solomon said to the
sages: How shall | make it so that the
stone will be precisely cut without using
iron? They said to him: There is a
creature called a shamir that can cut the
stones, which Moses brought and used
to cut the stones of the ephod.
Solomon said to them: Where is it
found? They said to him: Bring a male
demon and a female demon and
torment them together. It is possible
that they know where, and due to the
suffering they will reveal the place to
you. Solomon brought a male demon
and a female demon and tormented
them together, and they said: We do
not know where to find the shamir.
Perhaps Ashmedai, king of the
demons, knows. Solomon said to
them: Where is Ashmedai? They said
to him: He is on such-and-such a
mountain. He has dug a pit for himself
there, and filled it with water, and
covered it with a rock, and sealed it
with his seal. And every day he
ascends to Heaven and studies in the
heavenly study hall and he descends
to the earth and studies in the earthly
study hall. And he comes and checks
his seal to ensure that nobody has
entered his pit, and then he uncovers it
and drinks from the water in the pit.
And then he covers it and seals it
again and goes. Solomon sent for
Benayahu, son of Jehoiada, a member
of the royal entourage, and gave him a
chain onto which a sacred name of
God was carved, and a ring onto
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which a sacred name of God was
carved, and fleeces of wool and
wineskins of wine. What did Benayahu
do? He went and dug a pit lower down
the mountain, below the pit dug by
Ashmedai, drained the water, and
plugged it with the fleeces of wool so
that Ashmedai’s pit was emptied. And
he dug a pit higher up the mountain,
above Ashmedai’s pit. And he poured
the wine into it so that the wine filled
Ashmedai’s pit, and he plugged the
lower and upper pits that he dug. He
climbed up and sat in a tree. When
Ashmedai came he checked his seal,
opened the pit, and found it to be filled
with wine. He said that it is written:
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is
riotous; and whosoever wallows in it
is not wise” (Proverbs 20:1), and it is
written: “Harlotry, wine, and new wine
take away the heart” (Hosea 4:11). He
concluded: | will not drink this wine.
Eventually, when he became thirsty, he
was unable to resist the wine and he
drank, became intoxicated, and fell
asleep. Benayahu descended from the
tree, came, and threw the chain
around Ashmedai, and enclosed him
within it. When Ashmedai awoke he
struggled to remove the chain.
Benayahu said to him: The name of
your Master is upon you, the name of
your Master is upon you, do not tear
the chain. God’s name is written on this
chain, and it is forbidden to destroy it.
When Benayahu took Ashmedai and
came to Jerusalem he reached a palm
tree and Ashmedai rubbed against it
and knocked it down. He reached a
house and knocked it down. He
reached a small shack [kuva]
belonging to a certain widow. This
widow emerged, and she begged him
not to knock down the house. He bent
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his body away from her, to the other
side, and broke one of his bones. He
said: This is as it is written: “Soft
speech can break a bone” (Proverbs
25:15). Ashmedai saw a blind man who
was lost on the road and he brought
him to the correct road. He saw a
drunk who was lost on the road and
he brought him to the correct road. He
saw the joy of a wedding celebration in
which they were celebrating, and he
cried. He heard a certain man say to a
shoemaker [ushkafa]: Make me shoes
that will last for seven years, and he
laughed. He saw a certain sorcerer
performing magic, and he laughed.
When Ashmedai arrived there, in
Jerusalem, they did not bring him
before Solomon until three days had
passed. On the first day he said to
them: Why doesn’t the king want me
to come to him? They said to him: He
drank too much and was overcome by
drink. Ashmedai took a brick and
placed it on top of another brick. The
servants came and told Solomon what
he had done. Solomon interpreted the
action and said to them: This is what
he said to you through this allusion:
Return and give the king more to drink.
The following day Ashmedai said to
them: And why doesn’t the king want
me to come to him? They said to him:
He ate too much and was overcome by
food. Ashmedai took the brick off the
other brick and placed it on the
ground. The servants came and told
Solomon what Ashmedai had done. He
interpreted Ashmedai’s actions and said
to them: This is what he said to you
through this allusion: Take his food
away from him. At the end of three
days Ashmedai came before Solomon.
Ashmedai took a reed and measured
four cubits [garmidei], and threw it
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before him. He said to Solomon: See,
when that man, Solomon, dies, he will
have nothing in this world except the
four cubits of his grave. Now you have
conquered the entire world and yet
you are not satisfied until you also
conquer me? Solomon said to him: |
need nothing from you. | want to build
the Temple and | need the shamir for
this. Ashmedai said to him: The shamir
was not given to me, but it was given
to the angelic minister of the sea. And
he gives it only to the wild rooster,
also known as the dukhifat or the
hoopoe, whom he trusts by the force of
his oath to return it. And what does the
wild rooster do with it? He brings it to
mountains that are not fit for
habitation, and he places the shamir
on the craggy rock and the mountain
splits. And he takes and brings seeds
of trees, throws them there, and it
becomes fit for habitation. And this is
why we interpret the word dukhifat as a
cutter of mountains [naggar tural, i.e.,
the Aramaic translation of the word
dukhifat in the Bible is naggar tura, cutter
of mountains. They investigated and
found the nest of a wild rooster in
which there were chicks, and he
covered its nest with translucent
glass. When the rooster came it
wanted to enter the nest but was
unable to do so. It went and brought
the shamir and placed it on top to
crack the glass. Solomon’s servant
threw a clump of dirt at the rooster and
the rooster knocked over the shamir.
The man took it and the wild rooster
went and strangled itself over the fact
that it had not kept its oath, by not
returning the shamir. Later, Benayahu
said to Ashmedai: What is the reason
that when you saw that blind man who
was lost on the road you brought him
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to the correct road? Ashmedai said to
him: They proclaim about him in
heaven that he is a completely
righteous man, and anyone who does
good for his soul shall merit to enter
the World-to-Come. Then Benayahu
asked: And what is the reason that
when you saw the drunk man who
was lost on the road you brought him
to the correct road? Ashmedai said to
him: They proclaim about him in
heaven that he is a completely wicked
man. And | did good for his soul so
that he will consume his reward in this
world and not have any reward in the
World-to-Come. Benayahu continued
and asked him: What is the reason that
when you saw that joy of the wedding
you cried? Ashmedai said to him: |
knew that this man will die within thirty
days. And his wife is required to wait
for the yavam, the husband’s brother,
who is a minor, to reach the age of
thirteen years, the age of majority, so
that he can release her through halitza,
the ritual through which the yavam frees
the yevama of her levirate bonds. In
addition, he asked: What is the reason
that when you heard that man say to a
shoemaker: Make me shoes that will
last for seven years, you laughed?
Ashmedai said to him: That man does
not have seven days to live; does he
need shoes that will last for seven
years? Benayahu then asked: What is
the reason that when you saw that
sorcerer performing magic you
laughed? Ashmedai said to him:
Because he was sitting on the king’s
treasury [bei gazal. Let him use his
magic to know what there is buried
underneath him. Solomon kept
Ashmedai with him until he completed
building the Temple. One day he
stood with Ashmedai alone. He said to
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Ashmedai: It is written: “For him like
the lofty horns of the wild ox”
(Numbers 24:8), and the Sages say in
explanation of the verse: “Like the lofty
horns”; these are the ministering
angels. “The wild ox”; these are the
demons. In what way are you greater
than us? Why does the verse praise
your abilities and powers over those of
human beings? Ashmedai said to him:
Take the chain engraved with God’s
name off me and give me your ring
with God’s name engraved on it, and |
will show you my strength. Solomon
took the chain off him and he gave
him his ring. Ashmedai swallowed the
ring and grew until he placed one wing
in the heaven and one wing on the
earth. He threw Solomon a distance of
four hundred parasangs. With regard
to that moment Solomon said: “What
profit is there for a person through all
of his toil under the sun?”
(Ecclesiastes 1:3). With Solomon
deposed from the throne, Ashmedai took
his place. With regard to the verse: “And
this was my portion from all of my
toil” (Ecclesiastes 2:10), the Gemara
asks: What is the meaning of the
expression: “And this”? This
expression is always an allusion to an
item that is actually in his hand or can be
shown. Rav and Shmuel disagree with
regard to the meaning of this phrase.
One said: This is referring to Solomon’s
staff that remained in his hand. And one
said: This is referring to his cloak.
Solomon circulated from door to door
collecting charity, and wherever he
arrived he would say: “Il, Ecclesiastes,
was king over Israel in Jerusalem”
(Ecclesiastes 1:12). When he finally
arrived at the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem
the sages said: Now, an imbecile does
not fixate on one matter all of the time,
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so what is this matter? Is this man
perhaps telling the truth that he is
Solomon? The sages said to
Benayahu: Does the king require you
to be with him? Benayahu said to
them: No. They sent to the queens
and asked: Does the king come to be
with you? The queens sent a response
to them: Yes, he comes. They sent a
request to the queens: Check his feet to
see if they are human feet. The queens
sent a response to the sages: He
always comes in socks [bemokei], and
it is not possible to see his feet. The
queens continued discussing the king’s
behavior: And he demands of them,
i.e., the queens, to engage in sexual
inter-course when they are
menstruating. And he also demands
that Bathsheba his mother engage in
sexual intercourse with him. Once the
Sanhedrin heard this they understood
that this was an imposter and not
actually Solomon. They brought
Solomon, gave him a ring and the
chain on which the name of God was
carved. When Solomon entered,
Ashmedai saw him and fled. The
Gemara adds: And even so, although
Ashmedai fled, Solomon was fearful of
him, and this is as it is written:
“Behold the bed of Solomon
surrounded by sixty strong men from
the warriors of Israel. All of them
holding swords and trained in war,
each man with his sword on his thigh
from fear in the nights” (Song of Songs
3:7-8). Rav and Shmuel disagreed with
regard to this story of Solomon. One
said: He was a king and afterward he
became a commoner, and never
returned to his position as king. And one
said: He was a king, and became a
commoner, and a king, as ultimately he
returned to his throne and defeated
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Ashmedai.

| Kings 11

(1) King Solomon loved many foreign
women in addition to Pharaoh’s
daughter—Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite,
Phoenician, and Hittite women, (2) from
the nations of which the LORD had said
to the Israelites, “None of you shall join
them and none of them shall join you,
lest they turn your heart away to follow
their gods.” Such Solomon clung to and
loved. (3) He had seven hundred royal
wives and three hundred concubines;
and his wives turned his heart away. (4)
In his old age, his wives turned away
Solomon’s heart after other gods, and he
was not as wholeheartedly devoted to
the LORD his God as his father David
had been. (5) Solomon followed
Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Phoenicians, and Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. (6)
Solomon did what was displeasing to the
LORD and did not remain loyal to the
LORD like his father David. (7) At that
time, Solomon built a shrine for
Chemosh the abomination of Moab on
the hill near Jerusalem, and one for
Molech the abomination of the
Ammonites. (8) And he did the same for
all his foreign wives who offered and
sacrificed to their gods. (9) The LORD
was angry with Solomon, because his
heart turned away from the LORD, the
God of Israel, who had appeared to him
twice (10) and had commanded him
about this matter, not to follow other
gods; he did not obey what the LORD
had commanded. (11) And the LORD
said to Solomon, “Because you are guilty
of this—you have not kept My covenant
and the laws which | enjoined upon
you—I will tear the kingdom away from
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you and give it to one of your servants.
(12) But, for the sake of your father
David, | will not do it in your lifetime; | will
tear it away from your son. (13)
However, | will not tear away the whole
kingdom; | will give your son one tribe,
for the sake of My servant David and for
the sake of Jerusalem which | have
chosen.” (14) So the LORD raised up an
adversary against Solomon, the Edomite
Hadad, who was of the royal family of
Edom. (15) When David was in Edom,
Joab the army commander went up to
bury the slain, and he killed every male
in Edom; (16) for Joab and all Israel
stayed there for six months until he had
killed off every male in Edom. (17) But
Hadad, together with some Edomite
men, servants of his father, escaped and
headed for Egypt; Hadad was then a
young boy. (18) Setting out from Midian,
they came to Paran and took along with
them men from Paran. Thus they came
to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who
gave him a house, assigned a food
allowance to him, and granted him an
estate. (19) Pharaoh took a great liking
to Hadad and gave him his sister-in-law,
the sister of Queen Tahpenes, as wife.
(20) The sister of Tahpenes bore him a
son, Genubath. Tahpenes weaned him in
Pharaoh’s palace, and Genubath
remained in Pharaoh'’s palace among the
sons of Pharaoh. (21) When Hadad
heard in Egypt that David had been laid
to rest with his fathers and that Joab the
army commander was dead, Hadad said
to Pharaoh, “Give me leave to go to my
own country.” (22) Pharaoh replied,
“What do you lack with me, that you want
to go to your own country?” But he said,
“Nevertheless, give me leave to go.” (23)
Another adversary that God raised up
against Solomon was Rezon son of
Eliada, who had fled from his lord, King
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Hadadezer of Zobah, (24) when David
was slaughtering them. He gathered
men about him and became captain over
a troop; they went to Damascus and
settled there, and they established a
kingdom in Damascus. (25) He was an
adversary of Israel all the days of
Solomon, adding to the trouble [caused
by] Hadad; he repudiated [the authority
of] Israel and reigned over Aram. (26)
Jeroboam son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of
Zeredah, the son of a widow whose
name was Zeruah, was in Solomon’s
service; he raised his hand against the
king. (27) The circumstances under
which he raised his hand against the
king were as follows: Solomon built the
Millo and repaired the breach of the city
of his father, David. (28) This Jeroboam
was an able man, and when Solomon
saw that the young man was a capable
worker, he appointed him over all the
forced labor of the House of Joseph. (29)
During that time Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem and the prophet Ahijah of
Shiloh met him on the way. He had put
on a new robe; and when the two were
alone in the open country, (30) Ahijah
took hold of the new robe he was
wearing and tore it into twelve pieces.
(31) “Take ten pieces,” he said to
Jeroboam. “For thus said the LORD, the
God of Israel: | am about to tear the
kingdom out of Solomon’s hands, and |
will give you ten tribes. (32) But one tribe
shall remain his—for the sake of My
servant David and for the sake of
Jerusalem, the city that | have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel. (33) For
they have forsaken Me; they have
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Phoenicians, Chemosh the god of Moab,
and Milcom the god of the Ammonites;
they have not walked in My ways, or
done what is pleasing to Me, or [kept] My
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laws and rules, as his father David did.
(34) However, | will not take the entire
kingdom away from him, but will keep
him as ruler as long as he lives for the
sake of My servant David whom | chose,
and who kept My commandments and
My laws. (35) But | will take the kingship
out of the hands of his son and give it to
you—the ten tribes. (36) To his son | will
give one tribe, so that there may be a
lamp for My servant David forever before
Me in Jerusalem—the city where | have
chosen to establish My name. (37) But
you have been chosen by Me; reign
wherever you wish, and you shall be king
over Israel. (38) If you heed all that |
command you, and walk in My ways, and
do what is right in My sight, keeping My
laws and commandments as My servant
David did, then | will be with you and |
will build for you a lasting dynasty as |
did for David. | hereby give Israel to you;
(39) and I will chastise David’s
descendants for that [sin], though not
forever.” (40) Solomon sought to put
Jeroboam to death, but Jeroboam
promptly fled to King Shishak of Egypt;
and he remained in Egypt till the death of
Solomon. (41) The other events of
Solomon’s reign, and all his actions and
his wisdom, are recorded in the book of
the Annals of Solomon. (42) The length
of Solomon'’s reign in Jerusalem, over all
Israel, was forty years. (43) Solomon
slept with his fathers and was buried in
the city of his father David; and his son
Rehoboam succeeded him as king.
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