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Two Deep Dives:
Part I - Yitzchak

Yaakov and Eisav - The Early Years: Bereishit 25:19-34
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And Yaakov cooked — Perhaps as he saw that Esav’s feeding of Yitzchak was effective (in producing love) he also

pursued that path of cooking a meal in order to bring closer his father’s heart, as had Esav.

Yitzchak’s Blessings: Bereishit 27

Part II - Kivrot HaTa’ava - The Graves Of Desire

Bamidbar Ch.11

Commentary of the Emek Davar (Russia 19th C) 11:4, 6:
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https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.25.19?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.27?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.11?lang=bi&aliyot=0
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The Mahloket of Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Yishmael

Meshech Hochma (20th Century, Dvinsk), to Bamidbar 11

Two Intriguing Parallels:
I.  Moshe’s Leadership Crisis

Bamidbar 11:11-15, 18
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And Moses said to the LORD, “Why have You dealt ill with Your servant, and why have I not enjoyed Your
favor, that You have laid the burden of all this people upon me? Did I conceive all this people, did I bear them,
that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom as a nurse carries an infant,” to the land that You have

promised on oath to their fathers? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people, when they whine before me



and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I cannot carry all this people by myself, for it is too much for me. If You would

deal thus with me, kill me rather, I beg You, and let me see no more of my wretchedness!”...
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And say to the people: Purify yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat meat, for you have kept whining before
the LORD and saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Indeed, we were better off in Egypt!” The LORD will give

you meat and you shall eat.
Shemot 32:31-33

I'N"DXI DDXYN KYN"DX NRYI 20T j)‘?gg DR7 1wy nY YN DTN DYD KON K IX AN DINTIN NG 2w
W DYNTIRAM )7 NAYI 11901 1INNK -'f'xgrj

NNYN DY 'PT9I '179 Di'217119Y7 1'7- 'Jx'm nan 1'7 'm:rr YN

_) \I’
~>.a

nK
Z{ mi \’JYJ '7N nln! 'IYJN'I J"I;ﬂ) 'WJN T]DOYJ N] nn

Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people is guilty of a great sin in making for themselves a god
of gold.Now, if You will forgive their sin [well and good]; but if not, erase me from the record which You have
written!” But the LORD said to Moses, “He who has sinned against Me, him only will I erase from My record.
Go now, lead the people where I told you. See, My angel shall go before you. But when I make an accounting, I

will bring them to account for their sins.”
Shemot 33:12-13
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Moses said to the LORD, “See, You say to me, ‘Lead this people forward,” but You have not made known to me
whom You will send with me. Further, You have said, ‘T have singled you out by name, and you have, indeed,
gained My favor.” Now, if I have truly gained Your favor, pray let me know Your ways, that I may know You

and continue in Your favor. Consider, too, that this nation is Your people.”

II. Sanctify Yourselves

Shemot 19:9-11
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And the LORD said to Moses, “I will come to you in a thick cloud, in order that the people may hear when I
speak with you and so trust you ever after.” Then Moses reported the people’s words to the LORD, and the
LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and warn them to stay pure today and tomorrow. Let them wash their
clothes. Let them be ready for the third day; for on the third day the LORD will come down, in the sight of all

the people, on Mount Sinai.



