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Some Broad Themes: 

 

I. Hospitality Or Cruelty 
 

Bereishit 18:1-3  vs. Bereishit 19 
Rashi’s reading: From Hashem we learn bikkur holim. From Avraham we learn hachnasat orhim.  
On Sedom: Yechezkel, Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer, Bereishit Rabba, Ramban 
 

Ezekiel 16:48-49 
ִיְך׃ ְׂשָתה֙ ְסֹד֣ם ֲאחֹוֵתְ֔ך ִה֖יא ּוְבנֹוֶת֑יָה ַּכֲאֶׁש֣ר ָעִׂש֔ית ַאְּ֖ת ּוְבנֹותָֽ  ַחי־ָאִ֗ני ְנֻאם֙ ֲאדָֹנ֣י ְיהִו֔ה ִאם־עָֽ

 ִהֵּנה־ֶז֣ה ָהָי֔ה ֲעוֺ֖ן ְסֹד֣ם ֲאחֹוֵתְ֑ך ָּגאֹ֨ון ִׂשְבַעת־ֶלֶ֜חם ְוַׁשְלַו֣ת ַהְׁשֵק֗ט ָהָ֤יה ָלּה֙ ְוִלְבנֹוֶת֔יָה וְַיד־ָעִנ֥י ְוֶאְביֹ֖ון ֹל֥א ֶהֱחזִֽיָקה׃

As I live—declares the Lord GOD—your sister Sodom and her daughters did not do what you and your 
daughters did.Only this was the sin of your sister Sodom: arrogance! She and her daughters had plenty of 
bread and untroubled tranquillity; yet she did not support the poor and the needy. 

II. Friends & Enemies 
 

Other Nations: Devarim 23:4 - Amon and Mo’av 
 

The Witch Of Ein Dor and King Saul 

 
 

Josephus, History Of The Jews, Book 6, Ch.14 
Now it is only right to reflect upon the generosity of this woman. The king had forbidden her to 
use her art that allowed her to improve her circumstances, and yet she did not hold this against him 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.2?lang=bi&aliyot=0
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18?lang=bi&aliyot=0&p2=Rashi_on_Genesis.18.3&lang2=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.16.48-49?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Pirkei_DeRabbi_Eliezer.25.8?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.49?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Genesis.19.5?lang=bi
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.23.4?vhe=Tanach_with_Ta%27amei_Hamikra&lang=bi&aliyot=0


and did not refuse him as a stranger... but she had compassion upon him and comforted him and 
exhorted him to do what he was greatly averse to, and earnestly and with great humanity offered 
him the only calf she had even though she was a poor woman. Furthermore she expected nothing in 
return for her kindness, nor hunted after any future favour from him, for she knew that he was to 
die; whereas men are naturally eager to please those that bestow benefits upon them, or are very 
ready to serve those from whom they may receive some advantage. It would be well therefore to 
imitate the example of this woman, and to do kindnesses to all who are in need, and to think that 
nothing is better nor more fitting for mankind than such a general beneficence, that will also render 
God favourable and ready to bestow good things upon us. 

 

III. To Vomit Or To Devour 
 

The Land Of Israel: Vayikra 18:28 

ֶאְזָר֔ח ְוַהֵּג֖ר ַהָּג֥ר ְּבתֹוְככֶֽם׃ִּכ֚י  ּוְׁשַמְרֶּת֣ם ַאֶּת֗ם ֶאת־ֻחֹּקַתי֙ ְוֶאת־ִמְׁשָּפַט֔י ְוֹל֣א ַתֲעׂשּ֔ו ִמֹּכ֥ל ַהּתֹוֵעֹב֖ת ָהֵאֶּ֑לה הָֽ
ַּמֲאֶכ֖ם ֹאָתּ֑ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֥ר י־ָהָאֶ֖רץ ֲאֶׁש֣ר ִלְפֵניֶכ֑ם ַוִּתְטָמ֖א ָהָֽאֶרץ׃ְולֹֽא־ָתִק֤יא ָהָאֶ֙רץ֙ ֶאְתֶכ֔ם ְּבטַֽ  ֶאת־ָּכל־ַהּתֹוֵעֹב֣ת ָהֵא֔ל ָעׂשּ֥ו ַאְנׁשֵֽ

 ָקָא֛ה ֶאת־ַהּגֹ֖וי ֲאֶׁש֥ר ִלְפֵניכֶֽם׃

But you must keep My laws and My rules, and you must not do any of those abhorrent things, neither the 
citizen nor the stranger who resides among you;for all those abhorrent things were done by the people who 
were in the land before you, and the land became defiled. So let not the land spew you out for defiling it, as 
it spewed out the nation that came before you. 

Other Lands: Vayikra 26:38 
  ַוֲאַבְדֶּת֖ם ַּבּגֹוִי֑ם ְוָאְכָל֣ה ֶאְתֶכ֔ם ֶאֶ֖רץ אְֹיֵביכֶֽם׃

You shall perish among the nations; and the land of your enemies shall consume you. 
 
The Mistake Of The Spies:  Bamidbar 13:32 
ּנּו׃ וַּיֹוִצ֜יאּו ִּדַּב֤ת ָהָאֶ֙רץ֙ ֲאֶׁש֣ר ָּתרּ֣ו ֹאָתּ֔ה ֶאל־ְּבֵנ֥י  ְוָהֲ֨אָנִׁש֜ים ֲאֶׁשר־ָעלּ֤ו ִעּמֹו֙ ָֽאְמרּ֔ו ֹל֥א נּוַכ֖ל ַלֲעלֹ֣ות ֶאל־ָהָע֑ם ּכִֽי־ָחָז֥ק הּ֖וא ִמּמֶֽ
 ִיְׂשָרֵא֖ל ֵלאֹמ֑ר ָהָאֶ֡רץ ֲאֶׁשר֩ ָעַבְ֨רנּו ָבּ֜ה ָלתּ֣ור ֹאָתּ֗ה ֶאֶ֣רץ ֹאֶכֶ֤לת יֹוְׁשֶב֙יָה֙ ִה֔וא ְוָכל־ָהָע֛ם ֲאֶׁשר־ָרִא֥ינּו ְבתֹוָכּ֖ה ַאְנֵׁש֥י ִמּֽדֹות׃

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We cannot attack that people, for it is stronger than we.” 
Thus they spread calumnies among the Israelites about the land they had scouted, saying, “The country that 
we traversed and scouted is one that devours its settlers. All the people that we saw in it are men of great 
size; 

IV. A Foil For Sexuality? 
 
Except for the bread: Yosef and Eishet Potifar 
Rashi: 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.39?lang=bi&aliyot=0


 :כי אם הלחם. ִהיא ִאְׁשּתֹו, ֶאָּלא ֶׁשִּדֵּבר ְּבָלׁשֹון ְנִקָּיה
SAVE THE BREAD — this means his wife, but Scripture uses here a euphemism (Genesis Rabbah 86:6) 
In what lies the connection? 
 

V. In Denial… 
 

● Joseph’s Brothers 
● Achashverosh & Haman 
● Nadav & Avihu? 

 

VI. Religiously Destructive vs. Religiously Redemptive 

 
Devarim 8: 

● V.3 Not by bread alone 
● V.17 The strength of my hand 
● V.10 You shall bless... 
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