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Practical Application

Eli Lebowicz
e Ed @EliLebowicz

The non-Jewish equivalent to not wanting to eat bread
because you have to wash/bench is not wanting to eat
an orange because you have to peel it.
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19. Shlomo Zuckier, “Creativity, Not Formalism: Towards A Survey of Rav Yoel Bin-Nun’s Halakhic
Methodology,” July 6, 2010, Kol Hamevaser,

R. Yoel is a creative and maverick thinker, in all areas of his Jewish oeuvre, including his halakhic pesakim.
One notices this approach immediately upon meeting R. Yoel, as he usually is found wearing his tsitsit on his
suit jacket, an extremely rare halakhic practice. The sources that he utilizes as the bases for his pesak are the
traditional halakhic works of the Shulhan Arukh and its commentaries, as they follow the track laid out for them
by the Gemara and Rishonim. However, there is a certain distinctive nature in the methodology of how he
reaches his decisions, which this article will attempt to spell out.

An important preliminary note to make is that R. Yoel’s positions are neither consistently meikel (lenient)

nor mahamir (stringent), but are certainly often distinct from the norm. If he feels that a certain position is right,
he will argue powerfully for it, regardless of how it squares with mainstream contemporary practice...

This reliance on the original reason for the law and not the technical details that developed over time, especially
when they do not fit the original purpose, is part of a broader idea in R. Yoel’s halakhic philosophy that values
making Halakhah applicable and realistic to our generation. One particularly striking application of this
philosophy is how he views the law of sof zeman keri’at Shema (the latest time to recite theShema). The
Mishnah says that those who are obligated in reading Shema daily can do so until the third hour of the day
because that is when princes, the latest risers, awake. R. Yoel claims (it is unclear if he is claiming what the
halakhah should be or what it is and whether he advises this in practice) that in our day, when it is standard for
people to awake even later, the time period for saying Shema should be later. He sees the law as not mandating
specifically the third hour, but as representing the realistic time when people tend to awake.
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