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8. 1 Corinthians 11

L Follow my example, as | follow the example of Christ.

2| praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to the traditions just as | passed them on
to you. 3 But | want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is
man,® and the head of Christ is God. 4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered
dishonors his head. ® But every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her
head—it is the same as having her head shaved. ® For if a woman does not cover her head, she might as
well have her hair cut off; but if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved,
then she should cover her head.

” A man ought not to cover his head,™ since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of
man. 8 For man did not come from woman, but woman from man; ° neither was man created for woman,
but woman for man. 1° It is for this reason that a woman ought to have authority over her own! head,
because of the angels. ** Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man, nor is man
independent of woman. 12 For as woman came from man, so also man is born of woman. But everything
comes from God.

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head uncovered? 4 Does not the
very nature of things teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, > but that if a woman
has long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 16 If anyone wants to be
contentious about this, we have no other practice—nor do the churches of God.

Evidence from Marriage and Reproduction

9. Yair Lorberbuam, In God’s Image, pp. 228-229 n. 16

This statement alludes to the notion that woman too is created in the Divine Image, a notion found in the
Bible as well. I am not aware of any Talmudic source that explicitly states that woman was not created in
the Divine Image. Cf. Paul in 1l Cor 11: 2-16. One source that may allude to this concept appears in Avot
de-Rabbi Nathan, Version A, 2 (p. 23): “Adam was born circumcised, as it says ‘And God created Adam
in His Image,” and Seth too was created circumcised, as it says ‘and he begot a son in his likeness after his
image.”” That this derasha implies that man alone was created in the Divine image is uncertain, because
in the ancient world the difference between male and female was not perceived as a “sexual” difference.
According to Galen, both males and females have a similar sexual organ, in men it extends outward and in
women it is folded inside her. The same applies to the other physical differences between them. Even
though woman was regarded as physiologically inferior, she was seen as belonging to the same biological
species. See Laqueur, Body and Gender, Chapter 2. The question of whether this notion is also
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characteristic of rabbinic literature requires further study. In any event, one cannot conclude from the
aforementioned passage in Avot de-Rabbi Nathan that woman was not created in the Image. Another
midrash that may allude to some reservations as to whether woman was created in the Image of God is
found in Genesis Rabbah 27 (p. 64): ““Male and female did He create them’ (Gen 1:27) [parallel versions
quote Gen 5:2]. This is one of the matters that they wrote for King Ptolemy the King, ‘Male and his holes
did he create them.”” Two interpretations have been offered for the rabbinic “rewording” of this verse.
The one is to deny the Image of God to the woman, whereas the other is to negate the possibility of Adam
having been created as an androgynous creature.
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Chazal on a Double Creation

12. Plato, Symposium, 189-190

For our original nature was by no means the same as it is now. In the first place, there were three kinds of
human beings, [189¢e] not merely the two sexes, male and female, as at present: there was a third kind as
well, which had equal shares of the other two, and whose name survives though, the thing itself has
vanished. For ‘man-woman’ was then a unity in form no less than name, composed of both sexes and
sharing equally in male and female; whereas now it has come to be merely a name of reproach. Secondly,
the form of each person was round all over, with back and sides encompassing it every way; each had four
arms, and legs to match these, and two faces perfectly alike [190a] on a cylindrical neck. There was one
head to the two faces, which looked opposite ways; there were four ears, two privy members, and all the
other parts, as may be imagined, in proportion. The creature walked upright as now, in either direction as
it pleased and whenever it started running fast, it went like our acrobats, whirling over and over with legs
stuck out straight; only then they had eight limbs to support and speed them [190b] swiftly round and
round. The number and features of these three sexes were owing to the fact that the male was originally
the offspring of the sun, and the female of the earth; while that which partook of both sexes was born of
the moon, for the moon also partakes of both. They were globular in their shape as in their progress, since
they took after their parents.
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18. Pinchas Stolper, “The Man-Woman Dynamic of Ha-Adam: A Jewish Paradigm of Marriage,”
Tradition 27:1 (1992), pp. 34-41, at p. 36, p.39

The true tzelem Elokim, the image or reflection of God, is ha-adam, man and woman together. Married,
they alone are capable of creating, or recreating, humankind's original tzelem Elokim. In essence every
man is a potential Adam and every woman is a potential Eve—their story is the story of all of mankind,
their origin represents the origin of each married couple. The Talmud (Sanhedrin 58a) notes that "a
domesticated animal and beast are exceptions [they do not reach a state of spiritual unity] since, when
they mate, they do not become one flesh.” They lack the ability to become a unified spiritual being, as do
man and women in marriage. The mandate that "a man will leave his father and mother and cling (ve-
davek, glue himself) to his wife so that they become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24) does not apply to them.
This is not a contractual, biological, or sexual unity alone, nor even the ability to unite in bringing forth
children; it is an ultimate, transcendental unity. The goal of marriage is to create the Godly unity of man
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and woman. The pursuit of marriage is to be motivated by the highest spiritual instincts implanted by the
Creator, the desire to become, again, united, as is God; to possess both male and female qualities, to
function in the uniting bond called marriage.

In Midrash Rabbah, Rabbi Hiyya Bar Gamda says: "He is not called a complete person [for his second
half is missing], as the Torah says (Genesis 5:2) '‘And God blessed them and called their name Adam.’
Only when they are both together can they be called Adam. And there are those who say that he [who
does not marry] lessens the image of God, for it says [Genesis 9:6], ‘for in God's image He created ha-
adam.’...

The true significance and relevance of the marriage blessing, “"Who creates ha-adam” is often lost because
in most prayer books yotser ha adam is translated in the past tense. "Blessed are You, Lord our God, King
of the Universe who created man,” In fact, the blessing should be translated in the present tense, "who is
creating man." The blessing refers not to the creation of man in the past, but to the act of creating man and
woman (ha-adam) in the present. The blessing assumes immediacy, relevance and focus as we realize that
its subject is the couple standing under the marriage canopy, an event taking place before our very eyes—
the recreation of a male and female into a unity of ha-adam which bears the potential of becoming the
tzelem elokim. The goal of the marriage ceremony is to "recreate” the ha-adam. The first human was not a
"man" but a united bisexual being. The Torah describes ha-adam as "levado," a word describing the
Messianic state when God alone will dominate reality. This state of levado, which sets forth mankind's
task, is not a gift but a lifelong challenge. God therefore divided this primordial being—ha-adam—into
two poles, two personalities, two halves, male and female. Their task in marriage is to bring about tov
m'od, the ultimate good, by working toward and reaching the state of levado, This is accomplished by
struggling against the forces of tum'a and profane materialism, by living a life of purpose and sanctity.
Interestingly, much of the challenge of marriage is to channel the very manner in which man and woman
control and direct the very forces which draw the sexes to each other.
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