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Pat Aku”m: Bread Baked by a Non-Jew
Classes 3-4

Drisha Institute, Fall 2020
Dr. Shana Strauch Schick

1) The Prohibition:
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2) The Relationship Between Bishul Aku”m and Pat Aku”m: Are they the same prohibition?
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A)A dilemma was raised before the Sages: If a gentile placed meat on a fire and a Jew turned
it over, what is the halakha?

B)Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: The halakha can be derived by an a fortiori inference: If the
meat is permitted when it finished cooking by the hand of a gentile, then where it finished
cooking by the hand of a Jew, all the more so is it not clear that it should be permitted?

C) It was also stated: Rabba bar bar Hana says that Rabbi Yohanan says, and some say Rav
Aha bar bar Hana says that Rabbi Yohanan says: Whether the gentile placed the meat on the
fire and the Jew turned it over, or whether the Jew placed the meat on the fire and the gentile
turned it over, the meat is permitted, and it is not prohibited unless its cooking from
beginning to end was performed by the hand of a gentile.

D)Ravina says: The halakha is that this bread baked in an oven that a gentile lit and a Jew
subsequently baked, or, alternatively, if a Jew lit the oven and a gentile baked, or,
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alternatively, even if a gentile lit, and a gentile baked, and a Jew came and stoked the coals
to heat the fire, it is permitted,
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3) Why do we eat Pat Aku”m?
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A) And bread belonging to gentiles is prohibited for consumption. Rav Kahana says that
Rabbi Yohanan says: Unlike oil, bread was not permitted by a court.
B) From the fact that Rabbi Yohanan states that bread was not permitted in court, can it be
inferred that there is a different opinion that claims that a court did permit it?
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1) Yes, as when Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he said: Once Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi went out to the field, and a gentile brought before him a se’a of bread baked in a
large baker’s oven [purnei]. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: How exquisite is this loaf of bread!
What did the Sages see that caused them to prohibit it?

What did the Sages see that caused them to prohibit it? It was prohibited due to the concern
that Jews might befriend gentiles while breaking bread with them, which could lead to marriage
with gentiles.

Rather, he asked: What did the Sages see that caused them to prohibit bread even in the field,
where this concern does not apply? The Gemara notes that upon hearing of this incident the
people thought that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi permitted the bread of gentiles. But that is not so;
Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi did not actually permit such bread. This is why Rabbi Yohanan
emphasized that the bread of gentiles was never permitted by Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi’s court.

2). Rav Yosef, and some say Rav Shmuel bar Yehuda, says: The incident did not occur in
this manner. Rather, they said: Once Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi went to a certain place and saw
that bread was scarce for the students in the study hall. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: Is there
no baker [palter] here who can prepare bread? Upon hearing of this incident, the people
thought to say that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi was referring to a gentile baker, which would
indicate that bread baked by a professional baker is permitted, even if he is a gentile. But in
reality, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi stated his question only in reference to a Jewish baker.

C) Rabbi Helbo said: Even according to the one who thought to say that Rabbi Yehuda
HaNasi was referring to a gentile baker, we said that the bread is permitted only where there is
no Jewish baker, but in a place where there is a Jewish baker, the leniency would certainly
not apply.

D)And Rabbi Yohanan said: Even according to the one who thought to say that Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi was referring to a gentile baker, that statement applies only in the field, but
in the city it would not apply, and the bread would still be prohibited due to the possibility of
marriage with a gentile.

E) Aivu would bite and eat bread of gentiles at the boundaries of the fields. Rava said, and
some say that it was Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak who said: Do not speak with Aivu, as he eats
bread of Arameans.
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Their bread: R. Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Jonathan: “The law [permitting gentile bread
for Israelite benefit, but not consumption] was an irregular measure [passed in an emergency, but
contrary to thereal law].”.. In a place in which Israelite bread is not readily available, it was
logical [nonetheless] that bread prepared by gentiles should be forbidden. But they acted
irregularly and permitted it, because it is a matter of the preservation of life.”




W

DRISHA

Rabbis of Caesarea in the name of R. Jacob bar Aha: “[Even] in accord with the position of him
who permits [using bread prepared by gentiles], this is on the condition that [it is purchased]
from a baker [and not from a householder].”

But they do not practice the law in such wise [but permit even home-baked bread].
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5) ”Pat Haba Bi-Kisnin”: Pat Aku”m or Bishul Aku”m?
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