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Key Pesukim on Tzelem Elokim
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27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and
female created He them. 28 And God blessed them; and God said unto them: 'Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and

over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that creepeth upon the earth.'
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7 Then the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul.
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1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of
God made He him; 2 male and female created He them, and blessed them, and called their name
Adam, in the day when they were created. 3 And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and

begot a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth.
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6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God made

He man.
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Targumim on Tzelem and Demut
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Rashi and His Commentators on Tzelem and Demut
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In the Human Image?
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Angels
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With Authority?
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With a Soul?
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Who is ‘Adam’?
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A More Literal Approach of Hazal

31. Yair Lorberbaum, In God’s Image, p. 4

For the tannaim, creation in the divine image refers to the concrete human individual. In their
view, the term comprises all components of a human being — consciousness, personality, and
body — all of which are organic elements of the flesh-and-blood person. This understanding of
zelem differs from other approaches (those of Philo and Maimonides, for example), that detach
the term from the realm of the physical and the concrete, confining it exclusively to the rational
faculty, the soul, the conscience, or the like.

32. Yair Lorberbaum, In God’s Image, p. 5

The tendency of the tannaim to stress the corporeal-figurative element of Imago Dei should not,
therefore, be understood as a denial or diminution of man’s personal — mental or spiritual —
aspects. The emphasis on man’s corporeality is not based on any preference conferred to the
body over the soul or personality; rather, it attests to their fusion within the concrete individual
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R. Akiva says: Whoever sheds blood is regarded as though he had annulled the [Divine] Image,
as it says “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed [for in the image of
God did He make man].” R. Leazar ben Azariah says: Whoever does not partake in procreation
sheds blood and annuls the [Divine] Image, as it says “because in the image of God He made
man” and it says “and you shall be fruitful and multiple.”
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How were the Ten Commandments arranged? Five on one tablet and five on the other. [On the
one tablet] it was written: “I am the Lord your God ...”” and opposite it, [on the other tablet,] was
written: “Do not murder.” The verse states that anyone who sheds blood as if he diminished the
Divine image. This might be compared, by way of parable, to a king of flesh and blood who
entered a province and set up icons of himself, made images of himself and struck coins [with his
image]. Later on they overturned his icons, broke his images and annulled his coins, thereby
diminishing the images of the king. So too, anyone who sheds blood, the verse reckons it to him
as though he diminished the Divine image, as it is said: “Whoever sheds the blood of man ... for
in the image of God did He make man.”
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Therefore, Adam the first man was created alone, to teach you that with regard to anyone
who destroys one soul from the Jewish people, i.e., kills one Jew, the verse ascribes him
blame as if he destroyed an entire world, as Adam was one person, from whom the population
of an entire world came forth. And conversely, anyone who sustains one soul from the Jewish
people, the verse ascribes him credit as if he sustained an entire world. The mishna cites
another reason Adam the first man was created alone: And this was done due to the importance
of maintaining peace among people, so that one person will not say to another: My father,
I.e., progenitor, is greater than your father. And it was also so that the heretics who believe in
multiple gods will not say: There are many authorities in Heaven, and each created a different
person. And this serves to tell of the greatness of the Holy One, Blessed be He, as when a
person stamps several coins with one seal, they are all similar to each other. But the
supreme King of kings, the Holy One, Blessed be He, stamped all people with the seal of
Adam the first man, as all of them are his offspring, and not one of them is similar to another.
Therefore, since all humanity descends from one person, each and every person is obligated to
say: The world was created for me, as one person can be the source of all humanity, and
recognize the significance of his actions.
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