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MISHNA: A sin-offering, which atones for unwitting performance of transgressions punishable by karet, and a definite
guilt-offering, which is brought for robbery and misuse of consecrated items, atone for those sins. Death and Yom Kippur
atone for sins when accompanied by repentance. Repentance itself atones for minor transgressions, for both positive
mitzvot and negative mitzvot...
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... The mishna returns to the subject of defiling the Temple or its sacrificial foods. It elaborates on which offerings atone
for different cases of defiling the Temple or its sacrificial foods: In cases in which one had awareness, i.e., he knew he
was ritually impure and was aware of the sanctity of the Temple or foods involved at the beginning, i.e., before he
transgressed, and had awareness at the end, i.e., after the transgression, but had a lapse of awareness of one of those
two components in between, while he actually transgressed, this person is liable to bring a sliding-scale offering.
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For cases in which one had awareness at the beginning, transgressed during a lapse of awareness, and still had no
awareness at the end, the goat whose blood presentation is performed inside the Sanctuary on Yom Kippur, and Yom
Kippur itself, suspend any punishment that he deserves until he becomes aware of his transgression; and then to
achieve atonement he brings a sliding-scale offering.

For cases in which one did not have awareness at the beginning but had awareness at the end, the goat whose blood
presentation is performed outside the Sanctuary, i.e., the goat of the additional offerings of Yom Kippur, and Yom
Kippur itself, atone, as it is stated with regard to the offerings brought on Yom Kippur: “One goat for a sin-offering
aside from the sin-offering of the atonements” (Numbers 29:11). The verse juxtaposes the internal and external goats
together to teach that for that which this one atones, that one atones. Just as the internal goat, i.e., the one whose
blood presentation is performed inside the Sanctuary, atones only for a case in which there was awareness of the
components of the transgression at some point, i.e., at the beginning, so too, the external goat, i.e., the goat of the
additional offerings of Yom Kippur, atones only for a case in which there was awareness at some point, i.e., at the end.
And for cases in which one did not have awareness, neither at the beginning nor at the end, the goats brought as sin-
offerings for the additional offerings of the Festivals and the goats brought as sin-offerings for the additional offerings of
the New Moons atone. This is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda. Rabbi Shimon says: The goats of the Festivals atone
for cases in which one never had awareness of the transgression, but the goats of the New Moons do not...
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If a person transgresses any of the mitzvot of the Torah, whether a positive command or a negative command -
whether willingly or inadvertently - when he repents, and returns from his sin, he must confess before God, blessed
be, He as [Numbers 5:6-7] states: "If a man or a woman commit any of the sins of man... they must confess the sin
that they committed."”
This refers to a verbal confession. This confession is a positive command.
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How does one confess: He states: "I implore You, God, | sinned, | transgressed, | committed iniquity before You by
doing the following. Behold, I regret and am embarrassed for my deeds. | promise never to repeat this act again."
These are the essential elements of the confessional prayer. Whoever

confesses profusely and elaborates on these matters is worthy of praise.

Those who bring sin offerings or guilt offerings must also [confess their sins] when they bring their sacrifices for their
inadvertent or willful transgressions. Their sacrifices will not atone for their sins until they repent and make a verbal
confession as [Leviticus 5:5] states: "He shall confess the sin he has committed upon it."

Similarly, those obligated to be executed or lashed by the court do not attain atonement through their death or lashing
unless they repent and confess. Similarly, someone who injures a colleague or damages his property, does not attain
atonement, even though he pays him what he owes until he confesses and makes a commitment

never to do such a thing again as implied by the phrase [Numbers, loc. cit..], "any of the sins of man."

Since the goat sent [to Azazel] atones for all of Israel, the High Priest confesses upon it as a spokesman for all of
Israel as [Leviticus 16:21] states: "He shall confess upon it all the sins of the children of Israel.”

The goat sent to Azazel atones for all the transgressions in the Torah, the severe and the lighter [sins]; those violated
intentionally and those transgressed inadvertently; those which [the transgressor] became conscious of and those
which he was not conscious of. All are atoned for by the goat sent [to Azazel].

This applies only if one repents. If one does not repent, the goat only atones for the light [sins].

Which are light sins and which are severe ones? The severe sins are those for which one is liable for execution by the
court or karet. False and unnecessary oaths are also considered severe sins even though they are not [punished

by] karet. [The violation of] the other prohibitions and [the failure to perform] positive commandments that are not
punishable by karet are considered light [sins].

At present, when the Temple does not exist and there is no altar of atonement, there remains nothing else aside from
Teshuvah.

Teshuvah atones for all sins. Even a person who was wicked his whole life and repented in his final moments will not
be reminded of any aspect of his wickedness as [Ezekiel 33:12] states "the wickedness of the evil one will not cause
him to stumble on the day he repents his wickedness."

The essence of Yom Kippur atones for those who repent as [Leviticus 16:30] states: "This day will atone for you."
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