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Rav Hisda: Expanding the Role of Intention in Rituals
Dr. Shana Strauch Schick
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A sukkah which is more than twenty cubits high is not valid. Rabbi Judah validates it. One which
is not ten handbreadths high, or which does not have three walls, or which has more sun than
shade, is not valid. An old sukkah: Bet Shammai invalidates it and Bet Hillel validates it. What is
an “old sukkah”? Any one which he made thirty days before the festival; but if he made it for the
purpose of the festival, even at the beginning of the year, it is valid.
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It has been taught: [From the viewpoint of the House of Hillel one nonetheless] must do
something new to the sukkah [to validate it, if it was built more than thirty days before the
Festival]
Associates said, “It must involve a handbreadth [of the sukkah roofing].”
R. Yosé¢ says, “It may be any measure at all.”
He who said, “It may be any measure at all,” requires that whatever is done cover the entire face
of the sukkah.
The same dispute pertains to unleavened bread [for use for Passover]: As to unleavened bread
that is old, there is a dispute between the House of Shammai and the House of Hillel.
Said R. Yosé, “It represents the view of all parties [that old unleavened bread may not be used on
Passover]. [Why not?]
“Because the unleavened bread was not prepared for the sake of Passover, it is perfectly obvious
that the one who made it did not take pains with it [to keep it from leavening at all].”
The sukkah made by shepherds, the sukkah made by field-workers in the summer, is valid
A sukkah made by Samaritans — if it is made in accord with the law pertaining to it, it is valid.
If it is not made in accord with the law pertaining to it, it is invalid.
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What is the rationale for the opinion of Beit Shammai? The verse states: “The festival of
Sukkot is seven days unto the Lord” (Leviticus 23:34), indicating that we require a sukka
established for the sake of the Festival...
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/Leviticus.23.34

Rather what is the rationale for the opinion of Beit Shammai with regard to an old sukka?
Another verse is written: “You shall prepare for you the festival of Sukkot for seven days”
(Deuteronomy 16:13), from which it is derived that we require a sukka established for the
sake of the Festival. The Gemara asks: And how do Beit Hillel interpret this verse? The
Gemara answers: That verse is necessary to teach that one may establish a sukka even during
the intermediate days of the Festival. If one failed to construct a sukka prior to the onset of the
Festival, or if it collapsed during the Festival, he may establish it during the intermediate days, as
the mitzva to establish a sukka is in effect for all seven days of the Festival. The Gemara asks:
And from where do Beit Shammai derive this halakha? They hold in accordance with the
opinion of Rabbi Eliezer, who said: One may not establish a sukka during the intermediate
days of the Festival. Therefore, the requirement to build the sukka for the sake of the mitzva
may be derived from this verse.
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The Sages taught: “The booths represented by the mnemonic: Gimmel, nun, beit, kaf, which
stands for a booth of gentiles [goyim], a booth of women [nashim], a booth of domesticated
animals [behema], a booth of Samaritans [Kutim], a booth of any sort, each is fit for use as a
sukka, provided it is roofed in the standard sense.” What is the meaning of the term: In the
standard sense? Rav Hisda said: “And provided that one established the booth to provide
shade of a sukka from its roofing.” What does the phrase: A booth of any sort, come to
include? What other booths are included in this generalization? It comes to include the booths
listed in another baraita with the mnemonic: Reish, kuf, beit, shin, as the Sages taught: “The
booth known by the mnemonic reish, kuf, beit, shin, which stands for the booth of shepherds
[ro’im], the booth of fig driers [kayyatzim], the booth of guards of fields [burganin], the
booth of the guards of produce [shomerei peirot], a booth of any sort, each is fit, provided it
is roofed in the standard sense.” \What is the meaning of the term: In the standard sense?
Rav Hisda said: “And provided that one established the booth to provide shade of a sukka.”
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If he spread a sheet over it because of the sun or beneath it because of falling [leaves]; Or if he
spread [a sheet] over the frame of a four-post bed, [the sukkah] is invalid. But he may spread it
over the frame of a two-post bed.
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Circumcision:
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The Sages taught: A Jew may circumcise a gentile for the sake of making him a convert, to
the exclusion of circumcising a gentile for the sake of removing a worm [murna], which is not
permitted. But one may not allow a gentile to circumcise a Jew in any situation, because
gentiles are suspected of bloodshed. This is the statement of Rabbi Meir.

And the Rabbis say: One may allow a gentile to circumcise a Jew while others are standing
over him, but not when they are alone together.

And Rabbi Meir says: Even where others are standing over him it is also not permitted, as
there are times when a gentile might tilt the knife and render the Jew one whose penis has
been severed.

But does Rabbi Meir hold that one may not allow a gentile to circumcise a Jew? And they
raised a contradiction: In a city in which there is no Jewish physician, and in which there is
a Samaritan physician and an Aramean, i.e., a gentile, physician, it is preferable that the
Aramean circumcise the Jewish boys of the city and the Samaritan not circumcise them. This
is the statement of Rabbi Meir.

Rabbi Yehuda says: It is preferable that the Samaritan circumcise the boys and the Aramean
not circumcise them...

And does Rabbi Yehuda actually hold that it is permitted for a Samaritan to perform
circumcision? But isn’t it taught in a baraita: A Jew may circumcise a Samaritan but a
Samaritan may not be allowed to circumcise a Jew, because he circumcises him for the sake
of Mount Gerizim; this is the statement of Rabbi Yehuda.

Rabbi Yosei said to him: And where do we find that circumcision from the Torah must be
performed for the sake of fulfilling God’s will? Rather, a Samaritan may continue to
circumcise Jews until his soul leaves his body.

...that opinion, that a gentile may not perform circumcision, is actually the opinion of Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi, as it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: From where is
it derived with regard to circumcision performed by a gentile that it is not valid? The verse



states: “And God said to Abraham: And as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you, and
your seed after you throughout their generations” (Genesis 17:9).

Rav Hisda said: What is the reasoning of Rabbi Yehuda? As it is written: “And when a
stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the Passover to the Lord let all his males be
circumcised” (Exodus 12:48). And what is the reasoning of Rabbi Yosei? “He must be
circumcised [himmol yimmol]” (Genesis 17:13).
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If a stranger who dwells with you would offer the Passover to the LORD, all his males must be
circumcised; then he shall be admitted to offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the country. But
no uncircumcised person may eat of it.

Biur Chametz:
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Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread; on the very first day you shall remove leaven from
your houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the first day to the seventh day, that person
shall be cut off from Israel.
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Rabbi Yose says: “you shall remove leaven from your houses” through burning.
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And the following are to be burned: Chametz on Pesah is burned
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Mishnah: He who is on his way to slaughter his Pesah sacrifice or to circumcise his son or to
dine at a betrothal feast at the house of his father-in-law, and remembers that he has chametz at
home: if he is able to go back, remove [it], and [then] return to his religious duty, he must go
back and remove [it]; but if not, he annuls it in his heart. [If he is on his way] to save from an
invasion or from a river or from brigands or from a fire or from a collapse [of a building], he
annuls it in his heart. [But if] to rest for pleasure, he must return immediately.
Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “Come and see how great is peace for [visiting one’s in-laws which is
done to establish harmony in a family] is compared to two matters over which [people] are liable
for extirpation [ = extirpation]: the circumcision of one’s son and the slaughter of one’s Passover
offering
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav Said: One who searches for leaven must render it null and void.
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MISHNAH. IF RUINS COLLAPSED ON LEAVEN, IT IS REGARDED AS REMOVED R.
SIMEON B. GAMALIEL SAID: PROVIDED THAT A DOG CANNOT SEARCH IT OUT.
GEMARA. R. Hisda said: Yet he must annul it in his heart
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