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1. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Yoma 85b

MISHNA: A sin-offering, which atones for unwitting performance of transgressions punishable by
karet, and a definite guilt-offering, which is brought for robbery and misuse of consecrated items,
atone for those sins. Death and Yom Kippur atone for sins when accompanied by repentance.
Repentance itself atones for minor transgressions, for both positive mitzvot and negative mitzvot.
And repentance places punishment for severe transgressions in abeyance until Yom Kippur comes
and completely atones for the transgression...
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2. Babylonian Talmud Tractate Yoma 85b
8 It was taught in the mishna that death and Yom Kippur atone for sins when accompanied by
repentance. The Gemara analyzes this: With repentance, yes, they do atone for sins; but by
themselves, without repentance, they do not. Let us say that the mishna is not in accordance with
the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, as it was taught in a baraita: Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says that
for all transgressions in the Torah, whether one repented or did not repent, Yom Kippur atones, with
the exception of rejecting the yoke of Torah and mitzvot; and denying the Holy One, Blessed be He;
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and interpreting the Torah falsely; and violating the covenant of the flesh, i.e., circumcision. In
these cases, if one repents Yom Kippur atones for his sin, and if one does not repent Yom Kippur
does not atone for his sin.

The Gemara rejects this: This is no proof; even if you say that the mishna is in accordance with the
opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, the mishna can be understood as follows: Repentance still
requires Yom Kippur in order to complete the atonement, whereas Yom Kippur does not require
repentance but atones even without it...
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15. Rambam L aws of Teshuvah 1:2-3

Since the goat sent [to Azazel] atones for all of Israel, the High Priest confesses upon it as a

spokesman for all of Israel as [Lev. 16:21] states: "He shall confess upon it all the sins of the

children of Israel.”

The goat sent to Azazel atones for all the transgressions in the Torah, the severe and the lighter

[sins]; those violated intentionally and those transgressed inadvertently; those which [the

transgressor] became conscious of and those which he was not conscious of. All are atoned for

by the goat sent [to Azazel].

This applies only if one repents. If one does not repent, the goat only atones for the light [sins].

Which are light sins and which are severe ones? The severe sins are those for which one is liable

for execution by the court or karet. False and unnecessary oaths are also considered severe sins

even though they are not [punished by] karet. [The violation of] the other prohibitions and [the

failure to perform] positive commandments that are not punishable by karet are considered light

[sins].

At present, when the Temple does not exist and there is no altar of atonement, there remains

nothing else aside from Teshuvah.

Teshuvah atones for all sins. Even a person who was wicked his whole life and repented in his

final moments will not be reminded of any aspect of his wickedness as [Ezek. 33:12] states "the

wickedness of the evil one will not cause him to stumble on the day he repents his wickedness."

The essence of Yom Kippur atones for those who repent as [Lev. 16:30] states: "This day will

atone for you."
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16. Rambam L aws of Teshuvah 2:7
Yom Kippur is the time of Teshuvah for all, both individuals and the community at large. It is the
apex of forgiveness and pardon for Israel. Accordingly, everyone is obligated to repent and confess
on Yom Kippur.
The mitzvah of the confession of Yom Kippur begins on the day's eve, before one eats [the final
meal], lest one choke to death in the meal before confessing.
Although a person confessed before eating, he should confess again in the evening service, Yom
Kippur night, and similarly, repeat the confession in the morning, Musaf,afternoon,
and Ne'ilah services.
At which point [in the service] should one confess? An individual confesses after the Amidah and
the Chazan confesses in the midst of the Amidah, in the fourth blessing.
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17. Rambam, Laws of Errors 3:10

Yom Kippur, sin-offerings and guilt-offerings do not generate atonement unless one repents and
believes in the atonement they grant. If, however, one rebels against them, they do not generate
atonement for him.

What is implied? A person was in a state of rebellion, but brought a sin-offering or a guilt-offering,
saying or thinking in his heart that these will not generate atonement. Accordingly, even though they
were offered as commanded, they do not generate atonement for him. When he repents from his
rebellion, he must bring another sin-offering and/or guilt-offering.

Similarly, when one is in a state of rebellion on Yom Kippur, Yom Kippur does not atone for him.
Therefore if he was obligated to bring a tentative guilt-offering and Yom Kippur passed while he was
in a state of rebellion, Yom Kippur does not generate atonement for him. When he repents after Yom
Kippur, he is obligated to bring all the tentative guilt-offerings for which he is liable.
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