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The goat [of the Day of Atonement] that was sent [into the wilderness] (Lev. 16:20, seq.) served as an
atonement for all serious transgressions more than any other sin-offering of the congregation. As it thus seemed
to carry off all sins, it was not accepted as an ordinary sacrifice to be slaughtered, burnt, or even brought near
the Sanctuary; it was removed as far as possible, and sent forth into a waste, uncultivated, uninhabited land.
There is no doubt that sins cannot be carried like a burden, and taken off the shoulder of one being to be laid on
that of another being. But these ceremonies are of a symbolic character, and serve to impress men with a certain
idea, and to induce them to repent; as if to say, we have freed ourselves of our previous deeds, have cast them
behind our backs, and removed them from us as far as possible.
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Rather, the category of those who do not repent is like that which Ulla says that Rabbi Yohanan says: If one
unwittingly ate forbidden fat and separated an offering for this sin, and became an apostate and
subsequently retracted his apostasy, nevertheless, since the offering was rejected from being sacrificed while
he was an apostate, it shall remain rejected. Accordingly, the baraita is suggesting that the same applies to one
who became an apostate and Yom Kippur passed: Even if he retracts his apostasy, the following Yom Kippur
should not atone for his transgression.

The Gemara rejects this interpretation: Granted, the offering is rejected from the altar, and therefore it cannot
be sacrificed at a later stage. But the man himself is fit for atonement, and he can bring another sin offering.
The Gemara suggests another interpretation of the baraita: Rather, it must be that the category of those who
repent is referring to one who says: My sin offering should atone for me, and the category of those who do
not repent is referring to one who says: My sin offering should not atone for me. The Gemara comments:
Conclude from the baraita that a sin offering does not atone for one who states beforehand: My sin offering
should not atone for me, in contradiction of the earlier statement of Rava. Since Rava was aware of this baraita,
he must have retracted his opinion.

The Gemara continues its analysis of this baraita by comparing it to another baraita. And the Sages raise a
contradiction: One might have thought that Yom Kippur shall atone only for one who fasted on it and did
not perform labor on it and declared it a holy convocation. With regard to one who did not fast on it, or
performed labor on it, or did not declare it a holy convocation, one might have thought that Yom Kippur
shall not atone for him. To counter this the verse states: “Yet on the tenth day of this seventh month it is Yom
Kippur” (Leviticus 23:27); the additional emphasis of “it is” serves to teach that the day atones in any case.
The ruling of this baraita disputes the one cited earlier, which states that Yom Kippur atones only for those who
repent, and both are unattributed baraitot in the Sifra. They are difficult, as they contradict each other.
Abaye said: This is not difficult. This first baraita is the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi in accordance
with the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda, and that second baraita is the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi in
accordance with his own opinion. As it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: For all
transgressions that are stated in the Torah, whether one repented or whether one did not repent, Yom
Kippur atones.

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi continues: This is the halakha except for one who divests himself of the yoke of God,
by denying His existence, and one who impudently reveals facets of the Torah in a manner that departs from
their true meaning, and one who nullifies the covenant of the flesh, i.e., circumcision. With regard to these,
if one repented, Yom Kippur atones, and if not, Yom Kippur does not atone. This indicates that according
to the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, Yom Kippur atones even if one did not repent.

Rava said: Both this baraita and that baraita are the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi in accordance with
his own opinion, that Yom Kippur atones even for those who do not repent, but even Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi
concedes that with regard to the transgressions of violating Yom Kippur itself, e.g., if one ate or performed
labor on Yom Kippur, that Yom Kippur does not atone for those transgressions. He must necessarily concede
this point, as if you do not say so, then according to Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi, with regard to the punishment of
karet for transgressing the prohibitions of Yom Kippur, since each and every hour of the day atones for
one’s sins, how can you find the application of karet in this case? The Gemara questions this proof: And
what is the difficulty? Perhaps you find a case where he performed labor the entire night of Yom Kippur
and died at dawn, as in such a case there was no daytime of Yom Kippur, which is the part of Yom Kippur
that effects atonement, to atone for him. The Gemara asks: That works out well with regard to the punishment
of karet for transgressing at night; but with regard to karet for transgressing at daytime, how can you find
these circumstances, i.e., how can he be liable to receive karet for transgressing in the day?

The Gemara responds: And what is the difficulty? Perhaps while eating bread he choked on a chunk of
meat he ate with it, and died, as there was not enough time in the day after his transgression to atone for
him. Alternatively, it is referring to a case where he performed labor close to sunset; alternatively, it is
referring to a case where as he was performing labor, the hoe with which he was working cut his thigh and
he died, as in these cases too there was no time in the day after his transgression to atone for him, either
because it was no longer Yom Kippur or because he died immediately.
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And this shall be to you a law for all time: In the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall
practice self-denial; and you shall do no manner of work, neither the citizen nor the alien who resides among
you.
For on this day atonement shall be made for you to cleanse you of all your sins; you shall be clean before the
LORD.
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The mishna taught that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: There were no days as happy for the Jewish
people as the fifteenth of Av and as Yom Kippur. The Gemara asks: Granted, Yom Kippur is a day of joy
because it has the elements of pardon and forgiveness, and moreover, it is the day on which the last pair of
tablets were given.
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26. R. Michael Rosensweig, “Teshuvah on Yom Kippur,” Torah Web,
https://www.torahweb.org/torah/2005/moadim/rros_yk.html
Teshuvah attains special prominence in the period defined as "asseret yemei teshuvah", inaugurated by Rosh
Hashanah and culminating with Yom Kippur (Rosh Hashanah 18b). The special requirement of feshuvah during
these days cannot be attributed only to the urgent need to achieve a positive judgment for the upcoming year. Nor
does the fact that this period, punctuated by the spiritually inspiring experiences of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, is particularly conducive to accomplishing teshuvah sufficiently explain the phenomenon...
However, precisely because the period of asseret yemei teshuvah is triggered by the calendar, by the need to face
judgment and by the opportunity to begin a new year with an intensified religious commitment, the focus and
orientation of the teshuvah is different. The fact that one needs to address all previous transgressions at once
contributes to the singular nature and ambition of Yom Kippur's teshuvah process. In the effort to contend and
confront all sins one necessarily engages in a holistic reassessment that includes but transcends
5

shlomozuckier@gmail.com


https://www.torahweb.org/torah/2005/moadim/rros_yk.html

individual halachic violations. Moreover, the teshuvah of this period is linked to the central motif of total
devotion to Hashem (kulo la-Hashem) that is accentuated on Yom Kippur, a day of pure spirituality in which
human beings vie with the angels on high in expressing their absolute and single-minded religious commitment...
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Yom ha-Kippurim is the time set aside for repentance for all, the individual as well as the many; for it is the
goal of exoneration and quittance in Israel. Because thereof all are obliged to make reparation and confession on
the Day of Atonement. The commandment to confess on the Day of Atonement obliges every one to commence
it during the afternoon on the ninth day of Tishri, before the evening meal, lest he be sufficated eating his meal
before he confess. And, though he did confess before his meal, one is obliged to confess gain during the night
prayer of the Day of Atonement, and to repeat the confession during the Morning, Addition, Oblation, and
Closing Prayers. At what part of the prayers is the confession made? Every individual delivers it after the silent
Benedictions, but the public Reader in the midst of his prayers, after the Fourth Benediction.
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