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Is Teshuvah a Miracle?: Two Pictures of Character and Teshuvah
Sarah Zager

Yom Kippur Amidah
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My God, before | was formed | was
insufficient; and now that | have been formed,
it is as if | never was. | am dust and ashes in
life, and even more so in death. | stand before
you full of embarrassment and shame.

May it be you Will, my God and God of my
ancestors, that | do not sin again, and that, in
Your Great Mercy, You erase my sins | have
committed before, but not through pain and
severe illness.
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I: Teshuvah as a Miracle
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It was taught in a baraita: Rabbi Meir said:
Teshuvah is so great that the whole world is
forgiven if just one person does teshuvah, as
it says “l will heal their affliction, Generously
will | take them back in love; For My anger
has turned away from them” (Hosea 14:5).
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Reish Lakish said: Teshuvah is so great that
a person’s intentional sins are made as if they
were unintentional sins, as it says “Return, O
Israel, to the LORD your God, For you have
stumbled because of your sin [avon]” (Hosea
14:2)

But doesn’t “sin” [avon], mean an intentional
sin? But the verse calls it a “stumbling”?

Is that really so?!

But didn’t Reish Lakish say, Teshuvah is so
great that a person’s intentional sins are
made as if they were merits, as it says “And
when a wicked man turns back from his
wickedness and does what is just and right, it
is he who shall live by virtue of these things”
(Ezekiel 33:19).

There is no problem! In the latter, he is talking
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about when a person repents out of love, and
in the former, he is talking about when a
person repents out of fear.
Il: Teshuvah as a Change in Character
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Rav Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi
Yonatan said Teshuvah is so great that it
extends a person’s lifetime, as it says “And if
a wicked person turns back from the
wickedness that he practiced and does what
is just and right, such a person shall save his
life” (Ezekiel 18:27).

NAIYN N21TA [NAIF 1NN 10N 12 7RINY "X
(T ,n* IRpPTN') "MNXIY DTXR 7¥ MY IDIRNY
n'n' (I'n) Mywnn ywn vl

B. Yoma 86b

19 NnI' 7121

What is a person who has done teshuvah
like?

Rav Yehudah said: Like a person who has
the opportunity to commit a sin one time, and
a second time, and he saved himself from it.
Rav Yehudah clarified: With the same
woman, at the same time, in the same place.
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Ill: How does this work? Does it?

Bava Metzia 58b
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Mishnah: Just as there is ona’ah
[exploitation] in business, so too there is
ona’ah in words.

He should not say “how much does this
cost?” if he does not want to buy it.

If he is a person who has repented, he should
not say to him “Remember your previous
deeds.”

If he is the child of converts, he should not
say to him, “Remember the deeds of your
parents,” as it says “And you shall not
oppress or mistreat a convert [ger].”
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One day, Rabbi Yochanan was bathing in the
Jordan.

Reish Lakish saw him and jumped in after
him.

He said to him: Your strength should be for
Torah!

He said to him: Your beauty should be for
women!

He said to him: If you return [to Torah] | will
give you my sister, who is even more
beautiful than | am.

He accepted.

He taught him Torah and Misnah, and he
became a great man.

One day, they were debating in the Beit
Midrash: The sword, the knife, the dagger,
the spear, a hand sickle, and a harvest sickle,
from when are they susceptible to impurity?
From the time that they are finished.

But when are they finished?

Rabbi Yochanan said: from when they are
forged in the furnace.

Reish Lakish said: from when they are cooled
in water.

He said to him: A bandit knows his banditry...
He said to him: What good did you do me [by
returning me to Torah]? There, they called me
“Master,” and here they call me “Master.

He said to him: | helped you by bringing you
under the wings of shekhinah.
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Rabbah bar bar Hanan’s workers broke his
wine barrels.

He took their cloaks.

They came, and told Rav.

Rav said to him: “Go and give them their
cloaks!”

He said to him: Is this the halakhah?

He said to him: Yes. “So follow the way of the
good” (Proverbs 2:20).

He gave them their cloaks.

They said to him: “We are poor, and we work
hard all day, and we are hungry, and we do
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not have enough.”

He said to him: “Give them them their wages.”
He said to him: Is this the halakhah?

He said to him: Yes. “And keep to the paths
of the just” (Proverbs 2:20)
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