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When and What is Ne’ilah? Talmudic Sources
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1. Babylonian Talmud, Tractate Yoma 87b

We learned: ‘At three times in the year, Kohanim raise their hands [to recite the priestly blessing]
four times in a single day: at Shaharit, Musaf, Minha, and the closing of the gates [Ne i/at
She‘arim]. And these are the three times [in the year]: During communal fasts [Rashi-for lack of
rain], and during watches [ma ‘amadot; Rashi- where Israelites gather to fast and read Bereshit],
and on Yom Kippur.” What is the closing of the gates [Neilat She ‘arim]? Rav said: It is an
added prayer [Rashi-of Amida, seven blessing]. And Shmuel said: It is [Rashi-not a full prayer
but the short confession]: ‘What are we, what are our lives?” The Gemara raises an objection:
‘On the night of Yom Kippur, one prays seven [blessings in the Amida] and confesses; during
Shaharit one prays seven [blessings] and confesses; during Musaf one prays seven [blessings]
and confesses; during Minha one prays seven [blessings] and confesses; and during Ne ’ilah, one
prays seven [blessings] and confesses’ [so it is a full prayer].

This is a dispute between tanna’im, as it was taught: ‘At the end of Yom Kippur, as it becomes
dark, one prays seven [blessings of the Amida] and confesses and ends with the confession; the
statement of Rabbi Meir. And the Rabbis say: He prays seven [blessings] and if he wishes to end
with a confession, he may. ‘If so, this is a refutation of Shmuel [since all agree that Ne’ilah is a
complete prayer]. It is a refutation.

Ulla bar Rav went down [Rashi-to lead Ne ’ilah] before Rava. He opened with: “You have chosen
us,” and he concluded with: “What are we, what are our lives?’ Rava praised him. Rav Huna, son
of Rav Natan, said: An individual says it after his Amida [rather than during].

Rav said: The Neilah prayer exempts one from Arvit. Rav conforms to his line of reasoning
above, as he said: It is an added prayer, and since he has prayed [Rashi — after it has become
dark] it he needs no further [prayer in the evening].
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Did Rav actually say this? Didn’t Rav say: The halakha is in accordance with the statement of
the one who says that Arvit is optional? [Rashi- so why would Rav use the term exempt?] He
said this in accordance with the statement of the one who says [Arvit] is mandatory.
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3. Jerusalem Talmud Berakhot 4:1

When is Ne’ilah? The Rabbis of Caesarea say it is a dispute between Rav and R. Yohanan — Rav
says at the time of the closing of the gates of heaven, and R. Yohanan says at the losing of the
gates of the [Temple] sanctuary. R. Yudan Anthordia said: The Mishnah supports R. Yohanan:
‘On three occasions the Kohanim raise their hands [in the priestly blessing] four times a day — at
Shaharit, Musaf, Minha, and Closing of the Gates (Ne ’ilat She 'arim) — on fast days, and
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stationed times (ma ‘amadot) and on the Day of Atonement.” Can you say that the closing of the
gates of heaven is during the day? (Therefore Ne ilah must refer to the closing of the gates of the
Temple sanctuary, supporting R. Yohanan).

Rav Ada’s uncle would watch the cloak (Tallit?) of Rav on the long fast (Yom Kippur). He said
to him: When the sun passes over the heads of the palm trees, pass me my cloak so that I can
pray the Closing of the Gates (Ne 'ilat She arim). We find a flipped (i.e., opposite) position of
Rav: There he says that it is the closing of the gates of heaven, while here he says it is the closing
of the gates of the [Temple] sanctuary. Rav Matnah [answered]: Since Rav would extend his
prayer greatly he would get to the closing of the gates of heaven {by the end of his prayer,
although he started with the closing of the gates of the [Temple] sanctuary).

Ne’ilah — could it exempt one of the [prayer of the] evening [i.e., Arvit]? R. Abba and Rav Huna
in the name of Rav: Ne’ilah exempts one from the [prayer of the] evening. R. Abba said to Rav
Huna: How could he mention [the prayer] of Havdalah [in the Amidah if it is Neilah]? R.
Yonah said to Rabbi Abba — how can seven [blessings of Ne 'ilah] exempt eighteen [blessings of
the weekday Arvit]? He responded: “But weren’t you already disproven?” He said: “Because it
was disproven it should be undone?”

R. Yose said: What R. Abba asked is a real problem; what R Yonah asked is not a real problem,
[because] they were lenient upon him because of his fast that the seven [blessings] would excuse
eighteen [blessings]. Rabbi Abba bar Mamal said to the group: Sirs, from all of you I understand
that Neilah cannot exempt the [prayer of the] evening. R. Simon in the name of R. Yehoshua
ben Levi [said]: Neilah does not exempt the [prayer of the] evening.

R. Yose be-R. Bon said, and some say Ra’h said: ‘Every day one prays eighteen [blessings of the
Amidah] — on Saturday night, and evening following Yom Kippur or a public fast day.’ R.
Yitzhak bar Nahman said in the name of R. Yehoshua ben Levi: Yom Kippur that falls out on
Shabbat, although there is no Neilah on Shabbat (regularly), he mentions Shabbat in Ne ‘ilah.
They add to this — Rosh Hodesh that falls out on a public fast day, even though there is no
Ne’ilah on a fast day (regularly) he mentions Rosh Hodesh in Ne'ilah...

It was taught there: What about Arvit? R. Gamliel — it is an obligation. R. Yehoshua — it is
optional. Ra”’h — These disputes are like those disputes: One who says it is an obligation, Neilah
does not exempt Arvit; one who says it is optional, Ne'ilah does exempt Arvit. There was a story
with one student who went and asked Rabbi Yehoshua about Arvit and he said it was optional; he
then asked R. Gamliel about Arvit and he said it was obligatory.

When and What is Ne’ilah? Legal Codes
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4. Rif to Tractate Yoma 6b

It was taught there: Three times a year the Kohanim raise their hands [in the priestly blessing]
four times a day... What is Neilat She 'arim? Rav said: an extra prayer. Shemuel said: “What are
we? What is our life?” The Halakha is like Rav, as Ulla bar Rav passed before Rav and opened
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with Atta Behartanu and ended with Mah Anu and Rav praised him. Natan the father of Rav
Huna bar Natan passed before Rav Papa, opened with Atta Behartanu and ended with Mah Anu
and [Rav] praised him. Rav Aha son of Rava said: An individual says it after his prayer. Rav
said: The prayer of Neilah exempts one from praying Arvit. Rav is consistent, as he says it is an
extra prayer, and once he prays it he no longer needs [to pray Arvit]. Nowadays we have the
practice of praying Arvit after Neilah.
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5. Ran on Rif to Tractate Yoma 6b
You should know that there are some who rule like Shemuel, as the Maharam me-Rutenburg
ruled, and | wrote on this in greater length in the Hiddushim. Therefore, we must pray the
entirety of Neilah during the day. However, based on the Rif it appears that [he believes] the
Halakha is like Rav, as he cites it in his Halakhot. Still, we who add in Ne’ilah many verses of
mercy and words of petition, once we see the sun at the head of the trees we begin, as it says in
the Yerushalmi.
Rav said — the prayer of Neilah exempts Arvit. It is clear from the Gemara that this discussion is
based on the fact that Rav holds that Neilah is at night, and therefore he says that Ne’ilah
exempts Arvit, because since one prays after dark it is not necessary to pray again.
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6. Rambam, Laws of Prayer 1:7

And they also established a prayer after the prayer of Minha, close to sundown, particularly for
fast days, in order to add supplication and requests due to the fast. And this is the prayer called
Neilah, meaning that the gates of heaven have been locked by the sun, and are hidden, since we
only pray it close to sundown.
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7. Rambam, Laws of Prayer 3:6

The evening prayer, although it is not an obligation, for one who prays it its time is from the
beginning of the night until the rays of light rise. The time of the prayer of Ne'ilah is such that
one should finish it close to sundown.
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8. Tur, Orah Hayyim, Laws of Yom Kippur, 623
We extend with Selihot and requests for mercy until we arrive at the time of the prayer of
Ne’ilah. Its time is close to sundown, when the sun is at the top of the trees. One should be
careful not to be late and pray it at night but rather close to sundown, such that it will be finished
with the emergence of the stars...
The prayer leader should once again recite Viduy in the middle of the prayer, like in all other
prayers, and said Keter [in Kedusha] like in Musaf. And the Kohanim raise their hands [in the
priestly blessing], and if there is time in the day they say Selihot.
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9. Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim, Laws of Yom Kippur, 623
Se’if 2 The time of Ne’ilah is when the sun is at the top of the trees, in order that he will finish
it close to sundown. The prayer leader should be careful to shorten the Selihot and verses cited in
the middle of the prayer, and should not extend each word during the prayer of Ne'ilah like one
would extend it for other prayers, in order to finish prior to sundown (and, instead of saying
Kotveinu [write us], says Hotmeinu [seal us]).
Se’if 5 We perform the raising of hands [of the priestly blessing] in Ne’ilah (and the practice in
these countries is not to perform the raising of hands, but to say Avinu Malkeinu).
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10. Magen Avraham, Orah Hayyim, to 623:1
“[The Hazan should try to end prior to] Sundown” — This is the end of sundown (Sheki ah),
which is the time that the stars come out (Tzeit a-Kokhavim), as Tosafot wrote. See Beit Yosef
662. Bah wrote that now that we extend the prayer into the night (ba-layla), one should not
object to those who hold like the Rif and Rosh, but should be careful to start while it is still day.
And say the poem “Today will pass” prior to sundown; if not it is [reciting] lies before God.

The Priestly Blessing at Ne’ilah: Contemporary Perspectives

7 Y0 397N 12°0 2371557 210 N129T 2% AR 1Y I By 32 mawn .11

2°N375 371237 "1 WRNURT 0993 PRYI PR 7OWA 120 OX 2R OV 17V RIT OK 110077 - 792°Y12 0993 PR
0°52 NROWI RTPW 272 79907 IR 220D 1IMR YR AT OX 1921 012 RPIT XIT ATV w3 7029 0w
:071°2

11. Mishnah Berurah on Shulhan Arukh Orah Hayyim 623:5:8

“[The Kohanim] raise their hands [in the priestly blessing] at Ne 'ilah” — this applies if it is still
daytime. However, if it is already dark they do not raise their hands, because there is a
connection between the raising of hands and [Temple] service, as it is said “to serve Him and to
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bless in His name” (Deut. 10:8), and [Temple] service is only by day. Therefore, if time is short
one should say piyyutim following the prayer in order that the raising of hands [by the Kohanim]
can take place by day.
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12. R. Eliezer Melamed, Peninei Halakha, Priestly Blessing at Ne’ilah
One should aim to carry out Neilah in such a way that the Kohanim can raise their hands [to
offer the priestly blessing] prior to sundown, because according to many opinions the time of
raising hands is during the day, because raising of hands is compared to the service [Avodah] of
bringing the sacrifices, and just like the time of sacrifices is by day [so too is the raising of hands
by day]. And since the priestly blessing is a biblical commandment, we shorten the recitation of
Piyyutim and Tehinnot in order to have enough time to say [the priestly blessing] prior to
sundown. However, if one is stuck [Bedi avad], over the entire time of twilight [bein ha-
shemashot] it is permitted to raise hands [in the priestly blessing], since there is still a doubt as to
whether it is night time or not.
Footnote — It is permitted to raise hands until the stars come out, because there is the
combination of doubts...
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13. Letter of R. Yosef Hayyim Sofer in the publication Davar be-Itto, 2004

I have seen written that some have the practice of beginning Ne’ilah about an hour and a quarter
prior to sundown. We do not have this practice, but instead start thirty minutes prior to sundown
and not earlier. See what my (great-)grandfather wrote in Kaf ha-Hayyim...
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When and What is Ne’ilah? Liturgical Perspectives

14a. Petah Lanu Sha’ar (Selection from Repetition of Amidah for Ne’ilah)

Chazzan then congregation:
LOT 92 WY N2y nya s yw b Ang
Chazzan then congregation: . i
ZATWW T2, AN K2 wnwit Lm0

SELICHOS

Chazzan then congregation:
] gate for us* at this time when the gate closes,

MNB Open the [Heavenly
" for the day is fading away.!
Chazzan then congregation:
DI This day will fade away,* the sun will set and be gone —
let us come to Your gates.?

14b. Sha’arei Shamayim Petah(Selection from Repetition of Amidah for Ne’ilah)
Chazzan then congregation:
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j\;'blvb VIISVE IWVBI VBV b R Raddd

Chazzan then congregation:

MY Open the gates of heaven, and open for us Your bountiful treasure;*s
save us and do not exact justice,* and save us, O God of our salvation.
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15. Alei Tamar to Berakhot chapter 4

In the piyyut on Ne'’ilah of Yom Kippur we read [about] the closing of the gates of the [Temple]
sanctuary: “Open for us a gate, at the time of closing gates, because the day has passed. The sun
will set, etc.” This follows the opinion of Rabbi Yohanan that this [Ne 'ilak] refers to the locking
of the gates of the [Temple] Sanctuary. The Bolognese Roma mahzor uses, in the prayer of
Ne’ilah, the phrase “prior to the time of closing gates,” several times to close the stanzas of the
poem noted above: “Open for us a gate... prior to the closing of gates”; “we have arisen in
prayer... prior to the closing of gates”; “Open the gates of mercy from heaven... prior to the
closing of gates”...
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