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The emanation of the souls is from the sefiror. And since their emanations are from one source
—that is, the sefirot—thus necessitating that these persons would be identical (owara vrow
MR "MW3) owing to the equivalence of their souls (anmwi *mw =om), even if they varied
according to the rungs of the sefirof, nevertheless the variations would not be many on
account of the fewness of sources—that is to say, the source of the emanation of the souls,
which are but ten kinds in accordance with the ten sefirot. Thus the souls became
differentiated by virtue of their combination with [bodies], to the point that one person does
not resernble his fellow (v may7 ok PRY W 91T PR 19I0W v nowa anw). These
differences exist according to the aspects of the body, given that the soul does not have [such]

differences (o™w n7va rx woiw).

Hayyim Vital, Sha ‘arei Qedushah, 3:2
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All these become a chariot for the light that is drawn forth from the lights of the ten sefirof that
are within [the world of] Asivah, which ate in turn [contained] within four foundational elements
in order to give them life ("IN2 WK PWYIW M7H0 TWYR MR 12 TWALT KR YR 112077 PwYI R 91
Iy *73 Mo avaKR). And they are within everything (or: ‘the most interior of all’—pwp? om
5971 1), So too is this the way it is [in regard to] what is [contained] within the person from the
spheres of Asiyah, and from the three [other] worlds—Yezirah, Beri'ah, [and] Azilut...

The light of the quarry of souls is inward and higher than the light of the quarry of angels
(PR 22 TRD N s Mawia 2w W), and thus they are ifs servants. For it is through
that [light of the quarry of souls] that their light and life-force is drawn forth from the ten sefirot
unto them (QiT%R M0 WY TIRD DM DDA WA 17 29 °3). ..

The greatness of the soul is further clarified insofar as it is a light that is born and drawn
from the light of the ten sefirof themselves (Ja¥y N1H0 W1 1NRA AN 7977 R R ), which is
not through an intermediary (w828 > 9w Row). For this [reason] are they called “children of the
Lord your God” (o>%x ‘77 ong o713) [Deut. 14:1], for they are like a son who grasps hold of his
father, and is drawn forth from him (unn Twni). And this is the secret of “The Fathers are the
Chariot” (72377 37 17 28 70 ¥n)-—[a chariot] for the light of the ten sefirof that rides upon
them (aHy 32177 NIPH0 WYA MK 2R), not through the intermediary of another light {7 23 Row
TN MR MYEAR).

This is the secret of “Isracl, you in whom I become glorified” (bnx 33 wx 2xw”) [Is.
49:3]. For the human garment is His glorification (W1IRen ¥ 0787 w137 "3)... The light of the
souls is a garment for the light of the ten sefirof (M50 WY TIR? WII2 MW MR), and this is the
sectet of “My beloved has descended to his garden” (X7 77 >117 70 W) [Song. 6:2], which is

this world (7171 n2wn KW)...
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This is the secret of “You who cleave to YHVH” ('12 patii anry) [Deut. 4:4], a complete
conjoining with the light of the ten sefirof (M0 Wi X o Mxx p1a7)—4that which is not the
case with all [other] creatures.

Translation © Eitan P. Fishbane, 2017
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MEor ‘EvNnayIiM T

In the beginning, as God created the heavens and the
earth, earth was formless and void....
((GEN. 1:1—2)

It was through Torah, called “the beginning of His way” (Prov. 8:22), that
God created the world. All things were created by means of Torah, and
the power of the Creator remains within the created. Thus Torah’s power
is present in each thing, in all the worlds, and within the human being.
Of this Scripture says: “This is the Torah: a person” (Num. 19:14), as will
be explained. Torah and the blessed Holy One are one, [as the holy Zohar
teaches (1:24a)]. Thus the life of God is present in each thing. “You give life
to them all” (Neh. 9:6). God reduced Himself down to the lowliest rung;
a portion of divinity above was placed within the darkness of matter, The
whole point was that those lowly rungs be uplifted, so that there be “a
- greater light that emerges from darkness” (Eccles. 2:13).

This is the reason why joseph went down into Egypt (mitsrayim), the
lowest rung, the narrow strait of the sea (meytsar yam). It was to increase joy,
for the “greater light” or greater joy is that which “emerges from darkness.”
" That is why he was called Joseph, which means “increase” (yosef/yasaf).
- This is also the meaning of “Jacob saw that there was produce [shever] in
- Egypt” (Gen. 42:1). He saw “breakage” (shevirah) there, the fallen fruits
~ of supernal Wisdom or Torah, since anything that falls from its rung is

considered “broken.” “In Egypt” means that he saw Torah’s fallen fruits

Eitan Fishbane




even in the narrow straits, needing to be purified and upliftect. He told
sons: “Go down there,” to raise them up. He went down in order to i‘éﬁt(ﬁ;
them to their living root.. ‘ -
Since it is the Torah w:thm all things that gives them life, we shuuld":
attention not to their corporeal form but to their inner selves. “The 1
man has eyes in his head” (Eccles. 2:14). The Zohar (3:187a) asks dn
verse: "Where then should one’s eyes be?” The verse rather means that
wise person’s eyes are fixed on the head. Look at the “head” of each i:h
Where does it come from? Who s its root? This is the meaning of In
beginning—it was through Torah that heaven and earth came to be,. t
and all within them. Thus our sages taught that the particle et in this:
is there to include all that was to be born of heaven and earth (Be
Rabbah 1:14). :
Earth was formless and void [tohu va-bohu] refers to those Wh___
sunk in earthly concerns. They are indeed “formless and void” because
pay no attention to the life-force. On their own they are indeed em
RaSHI explained this phrase tohu va-bohu to mean “a person woult
astonished [tohe] at the formlessness [bohu] there.” He meant to say tha
true human being should be astonished at the fool, so busy with the pu
of material things, when really bo hu, it is right there within him. The
of God is there in his very self, but he lacks understanding and keeps
distance. ‘
A person who pays attention to the life that flows within all thlngs
fuiﬁi!mg “1 place Y-H-W-H-ever before me” (Ps. 16:8). In each thing:
place before you the Bemg that causes all things to be...

“w *uﬂ"i
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