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1. ABA World Justice Project working definition of Rule of Law, 2007

i) A system of self-government in which all persons, inciuding the government, are

accouniable under the law

if) A system based on fair, publicized, broadly understood and stable laws
iii) A fair, robust, and accessible legal process in which rights and responsibiiities

based in law are evenly enforced

iv) Diverse, competent, and independent lawyers and judges

2. Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 109b

[The Sodomites] ruled: One who has one ox must tend [all
the oxen of the town] for one day; but he who has none
must tend for two days. A certain orphan, son of a widow,
was given oxen to tend. He went and killed them and said
to them, “He who has one ox, let him take one hide; he who
has none, let him take two hides” “What Is this?” they
exclaimed. He said, “the rule at the end [of the ox] must be
as the rule at the beginning. Just as at the rule at the
beginning [is] that one who has one ox tends them one day,
one who has no oxen tends them two days, so the rule at
the end: one who has one ox, should take one [hide], who
has no oxen, should take two [hides].

[They also ruled] One who crosses with the ferry must pay
one zuz, but one who does note must pay two.

Now, if a man assaulted his neighbor's wife and caused her
to miscarry, [the judges of Sodom] would say to him: give
her to him [the attacker] that he may impregnate her for
you. if one cut off the ear of his neighbors donkey they
would say to him, give it to him until it grows again. if one
wounded his neighbor they would say, pay him a fee, for he
has let your blood.

One who crossed with the ferry had to pay four zuz, but one
who crossed in the water had to pay eight zuz. One time a
washer came and arrived there, They said to him, pay four
zuz. He said “I crossed in the waterl” They said, if so, pay
eight, for you crossed in the water. He did not pay; they
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assaulted him, He went before the judge, who said
pay them a fee, for they let your blood, and eight zuz, as
you crossed in the water.

Eliazer, the servant of Avraham, happened to be there. They
attacked him, he came hefore the judge. He said to him, pay
him a fee, for he let your blood] He took a stone and
assaulted the judge. He said, “what's this?!” He said, the fee
that you owe me, give it to him, and my money will stay

where it is.

A certain maiden gave some bread to a poor man, in a
pitcher. On the matter becoming known, they daubed her
with honey and placed her on the parapet of the wali, and
the bees came and consumed her. Thus it is written, “And
the Lord said, the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah, because it is
great (rabbah).” Whereupon Rav Judah commented in the
name of Rav, one account of the maiden (ribbah).
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3. _ Mishnah Avot 5:10

wicked person.

There are four types of character in people: 1) One that says,
"Mine is mine, and yours is yours." This is an in-between type;
some say this is the characteristic of Sodom. 2) One that says,
"Mine is yours and yours is mine," is an unlearned person. 3)
One that says, "Mine is yours and yours is yours," is a pious
person. 4) One that says, "Mine is mine, and yours is mine," is a
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4, Akedat Yitzchal Genaesis Sha’ar 20

| found in the commentary of our Rabbi Shmuel, ob”m, that
he said we should not read “this is a middle characteristic”
but rather “a middle characteristic.” And it would seem that
he meant that it should not be thought that this is the
well-known character trait that s derived from reason of
the golden mean, rather that it is in between the two
extremes, as | have written. And because it is not suitable
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for settling the world at afl, some say that it is the
characteristic of Sodam, which was overturned in an

instant.

And behold, in truth, this was the sin of Sedom and her
surroundings, for they did not sin with a mere lustful sin,
like cities that have good rules and laws that they do not
follow, and it was also not enough for [Sodom et al] that
they be a city wide apen, without a wall of any proper rule
or norm, but their beginning was already lost with the
purpose of destruction, until they established for
themselves evil and disgusting things as [ostensibly] good
and just rules and laws, and they affixed them with naiis
with fines and punishments, that they would never violate
them. And the principle towards which they directed ali
their energy was to guard their money, which is why they
chose the characteristic of “mine is mine and yours is
yours,” ... not as a character trait hut rather as a rule and
norm that one who benefits his fellow, even if he does not
thereby lose anything, is liable for death, and therefore our
sages said “we compel regarding the rule/characteristic of
Sodom.”

And setting this down as a norm inevitably led them to the
extreme of all forms of evil and vice. Know, for our pure
Torah cautions in the extreme that we should give each
other benefit from our money and bodies, with the giving
of charity, and providing for released slaves, and lending,
and the rest of the gifts, and helping with unloading and
loading [animals of others] or returning lost objects or in
anything that his fellow requires, that he extend his hand to
him, until it already places an element of partnership with
all of our dealings with our friends and neighbors and all
out people, and even so a small minority in every
generation obeys and pays heed to uphald the force of
these commands, and more than them many are as deaf,
blocking their ears, who refuse to give of theirs a hig or
small thing, and a great many who wish to follow the
characteristic of “mine and yours are mine” and seek out
various plots to take the money of their fellows, which is
mare precious to them than their own. All the more so, if
the normative basis was that every one should hold on to
what is his, and not benefit others, then ene would find a
permissive strip for all sorts of evil, and it would be mild in
his eyes to rob people, as one who does a mitzvah.
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5. Talmud Yerushalmi Hagigah 2:2
(R. Dr. Meesh Hammer-Kossoy transl.)
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...[P] He said to them, “And how long will it be this
way for her?” [Q] They said to him, “Until Simeon b.
Shetah will come, and we shall remove it from her ear
and set it in his ear!” [R] He said o them, “And what
is his crime?” [S] They said to him, “Because he
vowed, ‘If | am made patriarch, | shall kill off all the
witches,” and lo, he has been made patriarch, but he
has not killed off the witches. Lo, there are eighty
female witches in a cave of Ashgelon, destroying the
world, so go and tell him.”

[V] He went and reported the incident to him. ...

[X] Forthwith Simeon b. Shetah arose on a rainy day.
Simeon b. Shetah took with him eighty young men
and gave them eighty clean cloaks and put them in
new jars with covers on them. He said to them,
“When | whistle once, put on your garments. When |
whistle a second time, all of you come out at once.
When each of you comes out, lift up one of the
[witches], and hold her off the ground, because the
witcheraft [of those women] does not work if their feet
are not touching the ground.”

[Y] When he went and came to the mouth of the cave,
he said, "Hello, Hello! Open up for me. | am one of
yours.” [Z]} They said to him, “How did you come on
such a rainy day?” [AA] He replied, “I ran between the
rain drops.” [BB] They said to him, “And what did you
come here to do?” [CC] He said to them, “To learn
and to teach. Each one should do what is her
expertise,” [DD] Each one of them said what she said,
and produced bread. One of them sald something
and produced meat. One of them said something and
produced cooked food. One of them said something
and produced wine. They said to him, “And what can
you do?" [EE] He said to them, “l can whistie twice
and produce eighty handsome young men who wilt
have pleasure with you and give you pleasure tco.”
[FF] They said fo them, “We want them! We want
them!” [GG] He whistled once, and they put on their
clean clothes. He whistled a second time, and they all
came out at once. He signaled to them, “Each one
you pick a partner and lift her up off the ground.” [HH]
At that point what the witches [78a] could do would
not work. He took them all and crucified them.
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(1] This is [the full story of] that which we have
learned: There was an incident with Simeon b.
Shetah who hanged women in Ashgelon. They said
“Eighty women did Simeon b. Shetah hang in
Ashgelon. They do not judge two capital cases on the
same day” [mSan. 6:6), but the times required it.

[VI.A] It has been taught: Said Rabbi Eliezer b. Jacob,
“I have heard that the courts may inflict punishment
hot in accord with the law and not in accord with the
Torah [when the times require if].” [B] To what extent?
[C] Even to the extent of ignoring the possibility of
perjured testimony. [D] [Disagreeing with this view,]
said R. Yose, “[No, that is not so in the case of]
testimony, but [only in respect to the] need fo
admonish [the felon}.”

[E] There was the case of one who went out in the
way riding on his horse on the Sabbath. The court
took him and stoned him. [F] Now was this not merely
a violation of the requirement of Sabbath rest?
[Surely it was not punishable by death.] [G] But the
times required it.

{H] There was another case of someone who went
out in the way with his wife with him, and he went
behind a fence and had his will with het, and the court
took him and flogged him. [I} Now was she not his
wife? [Why was this against the law?] [J] But he
behaved contemptibly.
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6. Talmud Yerushalimi Sanhedrin 6:3

Shimon ben Shetach’s hands were hot. A group of
jokers came and said, lets plan and testify against his
son and Kill him. They testified against him and his
judgment was rendered. When he was going out to be
executed they said, we are lying. His father wished to
return him. He said to him, Father, if you wish for
salvation to come according to your hands, make me
like a threshold.
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