
 

Bibliography of the Works of Rabbi Kalonymos Shapiro; English Translations;               

and Related Works 

Compiled by Nehemia Polen and Erin Leib Smokler 

[Note: The romanization of the Rabbi’s name varies.] 

 

Shapira (Shapiro), Kalonymos Kalmish.  Hovat ha-Talmidim.  English translation: A Student’s 

Obligation: Advice from the Rebbe of the Warsaw Ghetto.  Trans. Micha Odenheimer.  

Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, 1991. 

_____. Esh Kodesh. Tel Aviv: Vaad Hasidei Piaseczno, 1960.  English translation: Sacred 

Fire: Torah from the Years of Fury, 1939-1942.  Trans.  J. Hershy Worch and Deborah 

Miller. Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson. 

_____. Hakhsharat ha-Avreikhim.  Jerusalem: Vaad Hasidei Piaseczno, 1966. 

_____. Benei Mahashavah Tovah.  Tel Aviv: Vaad Hasidei Piaseczno, 1973.  English 

translation: Conscious Community: A Guide to Inner Work. Trans. Andrea Cohen-

Kiener.  Northvale, New Jersey and London: Jason Aronson, 1996. 

_____. Tzav ve-Ziruz. Jerusalem: Vaad Hasidei Piaseczno, 1966.  English translation:  To Heal 

the Soul: The Spiritual Journal of a Chasidic Rebbe.  Trans. Yehoshua Starett. Northvale, 

NJ: Jason Aronson. 

_____. Derekh ha-Melekh. Vaad Hasidei Piaseczno, 1991.  

Abramson, Henry. "The Prince in Captivity. Reading Hasidic Discourses from the Warsaw 

Ghetto as Social and Intellectual History." Journal of Genocide Research 1, no. 2 (1999): 

213-25. 

Diamond, James. “ The Warsaw Ghetto Rebbe: Diverting God’s Gaze From a Utopian End to an 

Anguished Now.” Modern Judaism  30:3 (2010) pp.299-330. 

Friedman, Asher. “As Gardeners in the Garden of God: Hasidic Thought and its Implications for 

Teacher-Student Relationships.”  In Wisdom From All My Teachers: Challenges and 

Initiatives in Contemporary Torah Education, edited by Jeffrey Saks and Susan 

Handelman (Jerusalem and New York: Urim Publications, 2003), pp.112-136. 

Katz, Steven T., Shlomo Biderman, and Gershon Greenberg, eds. Wrestling with God: Jewish 

Theological Responses during and after the Holocaust. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2007. 



 

 

 

 

Leib, Erin, “God in the Years of Fury: Theodicy and Anti-Theodicy in the Holocaust Writing of 

Rabbi Kalonymus Kalman Shapira” PhD diss., University of Chicago, 2014. 

Polen, Nehemia. “Miriam’s Dance: Radical Egalitarianism in Hasidic Thought.” Modern 

Judaism 12 (1992): 1-21. 

_____. “Sensitization to Holiness: The Life and Works of Rabbi Kalonymos Kalmish Shapiro.” 

Jewish Action, Winter 1989-1990: 30-33.  Reprinted in The Jewish Action Reader.  

Edited by Charlotte Friedland and Matis Greenblatt.  New York: Union of Orthodox 

Jewish Congregations of America, 1996, 43-50. 

_____. “Coming of Age in Kozienice: Malkah Shapiro’s Memoir of Youth in the 

Sacred Space of a Hasidic Zaddik.”  In Celebrating Elie Wiesel: Stories, 

Essays, Reflections, ed. Alan Rosen. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame 

Press, 1998, 123-140. 

_____. The Holy Fire: The Teachings of Rabbi Kalonymos Shapira, the Rebbe of the 

Warsaw Ghetto.  Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, 1994; 1999. 

_____.  The Rebbe’s Daughter.  (An annotated and translated edition of Malkah Shapiro’s Mi-

Din le-Rahamim: Kozienice) Jewish Publication Society, 2002. 

Reiser, Daniel. Vision as a Mirror: Imagery Techniques in Twentieth Century Jewish Mysticism 

[in Hebrew]. Cherub-Press: Sources and Studies in the Literature of Jewish Mysticism, 

Los Angeles, 2014. 

_____. “‘To Rend the Entire Veil’: Prophecy in the Teachings of Rabbi Kalonymous Kalman 

Shapira of Piazecna and its Renewal in the Twentieth Century.” Modern Judaism: A 

Journal of Jewish Ideas and Experience 34, 3 (2014), pp. 334-352. 

Seeman, Don. “Ritual Efficacy, Hasidic Mysticism and ‘Useless Suffering’ in the Warsaw 

Ghetto.” Harvard Theological Review 09/2008; 101: 465 - 505.  

Shapiro, Yeshayahu [brother of R. Kalonymos Shapiro; known as “Admor Halutz”], Eretz 

Hefetz: Imrot al Eretz-Yisrael u-binyanah  (Jerusalem: Darom, 5747/1987) 

Sippuro shel Kfar Hasidim (Kfar Hasidim Archive, 2000) [co-founded by Yisrael Elozar 

Hapstein, brother-in-law of R. Kalonymos Shapiro] 

 

http://www.researchgate.net/journal/1475-4517_Harvard_Theological_Review

