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Me, Myself, and You: Rosenzweig and Buber
Drisha Winter Week of Learning 2013

Leora Batnitzky

What is the nature of relationships, either between humans or between the human
being and God? Is there a role for judgments of others in relationships?

The mutuality of relationship, according to Martin Buber:

I and Thou (1923)

“The You encounters me. But I enter info a direct relation to it. Thus the
relationship is election and electing, passive and active at once... The basic word
I-You can be spoken only with one’s whole being. The concentration and fusion
info a whole being can never be accomplished by me, can never be accomplished
without me. Irequire a You to become; become I, I say You. All actual life is
encounter.”

“The word of revelation is: I am there as whoever 1 am there. That which reveals

is that which reveals. That which has being is there, nothing more. The eternal
sources of strength flows, the eternal touch is waiting, the eternal voice sounds,

nothing more.”

Dialogue as judgment, not mutual affirmation. An introduction to Franz
Rosenzweig (1886-1929)

What’s love got to do with it?

Star of Redemption, selections

Song of Songs, chapters 6-8

Compare Song of Songs 8: 6 with Genesis 47:9 and Isaiah 19:4

Theological and Political Implications of Rosenzweig’s claims about dialogue

What’s gender got to do with it?




7. Infroduction to Emmanuel Levinas (1906-1995)

8. Ethics as an asymmetrical relation:

“We are all responsible for everything and guilty in front of everyone, but I am
that more than all others.”

“The other’s material needs are my spiritual needs.”
9. What’s gender got to do with it?
Levinas, Otherwise than Being or Beyond Existence:

“Is not the restlessness of someone persecuted but a modification of maternity, the
groaning of the wounded entrails by those it will bear or has borne? In maternity
what signifies is a responsibility for others, to the point of substitution for others
and suffering both from the effect of persecution and from the persecuting itself in
which the persecutor sinks. Maternity, which is bearing par excellence, bears
even responsibility for the persecuting by the persecutor.”

Levinas, “No Identity” in Collected Philosophical Papers:
“To suffer from another is to have charge of him, to support him, to be in his
place, to be consumed by him. Every love or every hatred of a neighbor as

reflected attitude presupposes this prior vulnerability, this mercy [rachamim], this
‘groaning of the entrails.” ”

Levinas, Totality and Infinity:

"This alteration and identification in fecundity--beyond the possible and the
face—constitutes paternity. In paternity desire maintained as insatiate desire, that

is, as goodness, is accomplished."

10. Levinas, “The Pact (Tractate Sotah 37a-37b)”

11. Theological and Political Implications of Levinas’ analysis
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