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A. Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakkai’s Takkanah (Decree) relating to Omer (“Yom Henef)

Jacob Neusner, A Life of Yohanan ben Zakkai: Ca. 1-80 C.E., Preface (2d Ed.)

Coming to maturity at one of the great turning points in the history of Judaism, Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakkai set the course followed by subsequent generations for many centuries. While the faith of Israel
undoubtedly has been enriched by many other figures from biblical times to our own day, none apart from
Moses and Jeremiah held such extraordinary responsibility...Yohanan guided both the faith of the people
of Israel beyond the disaster of the destruction of the second temple and then laid foundations which have
endured to this day.
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MISHNAH. .. [AND R. YOHANAN R. ZAKKAI INSTITUTED] THAT ON THE WHOLE OF THE
DAY OF WAVING IT SHALL BE FORBIDDEN [TO EAT THE NEW PRODUCE OF THE YEAR].
What is the reason? — The Temple may be rebuilt speedily, and people would say, ‘Did we not eat [the
new corn] last year from the time that day dawned in the East? Let us now also eat it [from the same
time]” and they would be unaware of the fact that in the previous year, when there was no Temple, once
day dawned in the East it was permitted [to eat of the new corn], but now that the Temple is rebuilt, it is
only the [waving of the] ‘omer which [commences] the permission.
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But when [does this assume the Temple to be] rebuilt? If you will say that it is rebuilt on the
sixteenth [of Nisan], then obviously it is permitted to eat from the time that day dawned in the
East?...
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Rab and Samuel both stated that when the Temple stood the offering of the ‘Omer rendered [the new
corn] permitted, and when the Temple was no more the daybreak [of the sixteenth day] rendered it
permitted. ...R. Johanan and Resh Lakish both stated that even when the Temple stood the daybreak [of
the sixteenth day] rendered it permitted. ... But we have learnt: After the temple was destroyed
R.Yohanan b. Zakkai ordained that it should be forbidden throughout the day of waving. What is the
reason? The Temple may speedily be rebuilt and people would then say, ‘Did we not eat last year... Now
if it is only a recommendation to do so, would we impose a restriction on account of a recommendation
only? — R. Nahman b. Isaac said that R. Yohanan b. Zakkai ruled in accordance with the view
enunciated by R. Judah who said that it is forbidden by the law of the Torah...But does [he] concur with
him [R. Judah]? Do they not in fact disagree? ...R. Judah misunderstood... R. Papa and R. Huna the son
of R. Joshua used to eat the new corn on the night of the sixteenth day which is really the beginning of the
seventeenth day, for they hold the view that the prohibition of the new corn outside the land [of Israel] is
only Rabbinical and that the doubt need not be taken into account. The Rabbis of the school of R. Ashi
used to eat it on the morning of the seventeenth, for they hold that the prohibition of the new corn outside
the land of Israel is Biblical, but that the ruling of R. Johanan b. Zakkai was only a Rabbinic ordinance;
and this ordinance, they maintain, was intended to apply only to the actual day of the waving but not to
the day of doubt. Rabina said, ‘My mother told me that your father did not eat of the new corn until the
night of the seventeenth which is the beginning of the eighteenth, for he is of the same opinion as R.
Judah and also takes into account the day of doubt’.
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B. Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakkai’s other Takkanot

T 719 DAY UNI Ndon
MUTZNN N 2NYN .N1TNA K7 72K 'YzIN 1N UTpna ,Nava NNk 72Ny mwn WRY 7w 110 D' X1
INOT 2 ANI' 2 'PNNWD TV 20 X LT N 1D W'Y DI 02 'WRIN IR 'ROT [ AN Q0 NN
JT DR W'Y DN 73 TNRENY TRRLI7 NNAKX ;N1 KR PN X7 ,YRIin iy

;N 'YZIN ,RIA7 D712 DANPIE IYNIYIE RN DN'Y Y 75W--N1a 7V DNt 07N DNYD NRT TIVE A,
TA72 TN XX P'YRIN 1N XY N1l

'NOT |2 PNIF Q0 |'PNNL,WUTENAN N 2NWN TAR O N17TNALL,NYAY UTznd 701 2717 ' ,NIvRIL AT
DION 171D 920 DI' XN'WIL,WTPNT 10T Nyaw N1l 701 1717 Xn'w

AW D7D 197N NI DYTYN INNWI NNR OV ;DI 7D WTINN DTV ['apn D ,MIvNa 1,7
UTP DI'N INIX DN L[7VN71 NN D DTV IND DRI NNMN TV RIKR, WTINND DY Y72 100 R 1pPnn
17 IR .0 7 WUTIND NITY P7apn 'Y 'ROT 2 AN 20 PN LYUTERAN N QNN W nnYi
D710 DTV 1IN K7W 01N 702 T N WK 17'9RY, 'ROT [2 [INI' 20 ['PNN DRT TIvEL,ANIR 2 VIV
JTYHN DN KR

MISHNAH. IF THE FESTIVE DAY OF NEW YEAR FELL ON A SABBATH, THEY USED TO
BLOW THE SHOFAR IN THE TEMPLE BUT NOT IN THE COUNTRY: AFTER THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, RABBAN YOHANAN BEN ZACCAI ORDAINED THAT IT
SHOULD BE BLOWN [ON SABBATH] IN EVERY PLACE WHERE THERE WAS A BETH DIN. ...

ORIGINALLY THE LULAB WAS SHAKEN IN THE SANCTUARY DURING SEVEN DAYS AND
IN THE COUNTRY ONLY ONE DAY. WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED RABBAN
YOHANNAN B. ZACCAI ORDAINED THAT THE LULAB SHOULD BE SHAKEN IN THE
COUNTRY SEVEN DAYS, IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE SANCTUARY. [HE] ALSO [ORDAINED]
THAT DURING THE WHOLE OF THE DAY OF THE WAVING [OF THE ‘OMER] THE NEW
CORN SHOULD BE FORBIDDEN.

ORIGINALLY THEY USED TO ACCEPT TESTIMONY WITH REGARD TO THE NEW MOON
DURING THE WHOLE OF THE DAY. ON ONE OCCASION THE WITNESSES WERE LATE IN
ARRIVING, AND THE LEVITES WENT WRONG IN THE DAILY HYMN. IT WAS THEREFORE
ORDAINED THAT TESTIMONY SHOULD BE ACCEPTED [ON NEW YEAR] ONLY UNTIL THE
AFTERNOON SACRIFICE, AND THAT IF WITNESSES CAME AFTER THE AFTERNOON
SACRIFICE THAT DAY SHOULD BE KEPT AS HOLY AND ALSO THE NEXT DAY. AFTER THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE RABBAN YOHANAN B. ZACCAI ORDAINED THAT
TESTIMONY WITH REGARD TO THE NEW MOON SHOULD BE RECEIVED DURING THE
WHOLE OF THE DAY.

R. JOSHUA B. KORHA SAID: THIS FURTHER REGULATION DID R. YOHANAN B. ZAKKAI
MAKE, THAT SHOULD THE HEAD OF THE BETH DIN BE IN SOME OTHER PLACE THE
WITNESSES SHOULD STILL PROCEED ONLY TO THE PLACE OF THE ASSEMBLY.
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Our Rabbis have taught: ‘The priests are not permitted to ascend the duchan in their sandals, and this is
one of the nine regulations laid down by Rabban Johanan b. Zakkai’.

C. Biblical and Post-Biblical Writings on Omer Celebration

A Xl

NN YT 7 'KI7N DD'N KPR WK 1 ITYIN DY DINKI 7Y N2 72T (i aR? Y n r 1aT (R
DROYZ D7 [N "IX WYX YIXD 7N IN'QD D DX PN XY 12 X 02T (M aN? nyn Yy 1A (o
N2YD NINAN DI X7 ! 197 YD NX 901 (RUDID X DY N'YKD NV DX DDXADI A7 DX
n7°0 D'IYY Y NNt (At NY'V7 INMY 2 DR W22 'Y DX 029D DI DN'WYI (2D 20 29
TY DT DD DYY TV 479R'N K7 70721 71 D071 (TnD Dy | 072011 NTNM NN 17 NYK Ry n'H7a
0: D)'N'AY'N 752 DN T7 D7V NEN D' 7K [2)7 NN DIN'AN

mnan 1Y (TV:NY'NN N'NMN NINAY YAY NN 'V DX DIX'AD DI NAYD NINAN D27 DNN201 (10
¢ D'AY NN DNY NN D'NAYiAN (117 NYTND NN DDAl Di' D'WNN 90N NYAYD NAYD
72 D)7 NI WT' N)gn DTN DD DYYR DD (KD...:'7 DIDQ NY'ONA YAN N1UAM N7°0 DIYY
...:D2M ' T? DM AYin 722 0Yiy NEN 1WYn X7 N T2y NIXN

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:*Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: These are the
appointed festivals of the Lord that you shall proclaim as holy convocations, my appointed festivals.*In
the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight,~ there shall be a passover-offering to
the Lord

“*The Lord spoke to Moses:'’Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: When you enter the land
that | am giving you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest
to the priest."'He shall raise the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may find acceptance; on the day after
the sabbath the priest shall raise it."?On the day when you raise the sheaf, you shall offer a lamb a year
old, without blemish, as a burnt-offering to the Lord."*And the grain-offering with it shall be two-tenths
of an ephah of choice flour mixed with oil, an offering by fire of pleasing odour to the Lord; and the
drink-offering with it shall be of wine, one-fourth of a hin.**You shall eat no bread or parched grain or
fresh ears until that very day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever
throughout your generations in all your settlements.

>And from the day after the sabbath, from the day on which you bring the sheaf of the elevation-
offering, you shall count off seven weeks; they shall be complete.**You shall count until the day after the
seventh sabbath, fifty days; then you shall present an offering of new grain to the Lord."’You shall bring
from your settlements two loaves of bread as an elevation-offering, each made of two-tenths of an
ephah; they shall be of choice flour, baked with leaven, as first fruits to the Lord...!On that same day
you shall make proclamation; you shall hold a holy convocation; you shall not work at your occupations.
This is a statute forever in all your settlements throughout your generations.
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Philo Special Laws 11:41

Now there are ten festivals...: The first is that which any one will perhaps be astonished to hear called a
festival. This festival is every day. The second festival is the seventh day, which the Hebrews in their
native language call the sabbath. The third is that which comes after the conjunction, which happens on
the day of the new moon in each month. The fourth is that of the passover which is called the passover.
The fifth is the first fruits of the corn--the sacred sheaf. The sixth is the feast of unleavened bread, after
which that festival is celebrated, which is really The seventh day of seventh days. The eighth is the
festival of the sacred moon, or the feast of trumpets. The ninth is the fast. The tenth is the feast of
tabernacles, which is the last of all the annual festivals, ending so as to make the perfect number of ten...
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There are seven holidays: Sabbath, the holiday of unleavened bread, the Omer holiday... N RNTA

D. Rabbinic Sources on Omer (“Yom Henef’)
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R. ISHMAEL SAYS, ON THE SABBATH THE OMER WAS TAKEN OUT OF THREE SE'AHS [OF
BARLEY]... WHAT WAS THE PROCEDURE? THE MESSENGERS OF THE BETH DIN USED TO
GO OUT ON THE DAY BEFORE THE FESTIVAL AND TIE THE UNREAPED CORN IN
BUNCHES TO MAKE IT THE EASIER TO REAP. ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWNS
NEAR BY ASSEMBLED THERE, SO THAT IT MIGHT BE REAPED WITH MUCH DISPLAY. AS
SOON AS IT BECAME DARK HE CALLED OUT, ‘HAS THE SUN SET’? AND THEY ANSWERED.
‘YES.” HAS THE SUN SET’? AND THEY ANSWERED, ‘YES.” WITH THIS SICKLE’? AND THEY
ANSWERED, ‘YES’. ‘WITH THIS SICKLE’? AND THEY ANSWERED, YES’. ‘INTO THIS
BASKET’? AND THEY ANSWERED, ‘YES’. INTO THIS BASKET’? AND THEY ANSWERED.
‘YES’. ON THE SABBATH HE CALLED OUT FURTHER, ON THIS SABBATH’? AND THEY
ANSWERED. ‘YES’. ‘ON THIS SABBATH’? AND THEY ANSWERED. ‘YES’. ‘SHALL I REAP’?
AND THEY ANSWERED, REAP’. ‘SHALL I REAP’? AND THEY ANSWERED, ‘REAP’. HE
REPEATED EVERY MATTER THREE TIMES, AND THEY ANSWERED, ‘YES.” ‘“YES.” ‘YES’.
AND WHY WAS ALL THIS? BECAUSE OF THE BOETHUSIANS11 WHO MAINTAINED THAT
THE REAPING OF THE ‘OMER WAS NOT TO TAKE PLACE AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE
[FIRST DAY OF THE] FESTIVAL....
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[Derives a commandment to harvest the new barely for Omer offering on Nisan 16 night]

E. Rabbi Yohanan Ben Zakkai’s Polemics

1 NIYN T 719 D'T' NIYNn

1'N 0"NIN M901 D' T'N NN |'RNUVN WTIPN 'AN2: DNIX DNKRY, D'YIND DDV 1IX |'7217: D'RITY DNNIX
NN NINYY :0NNIK 0N 0 1?727001 K78 0'wnon 2y 17 'R D RIT 2 Nt 20 mR! Dt T DR Rknun
NI 1'AX NINXY DT NYY' X7 — [NXNI0 X' N2N 97 (17 NnX 'D'Rno 212 0D an1 nimxyl 0NIno
['RNUN [I'N 22N [I'RY 0NININ N1901 ,|NRNIV XD [NAN 97 TN 'And X :0n7 "X DITINN



javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0301200040700000000500000000%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0500000011200000000100140000%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0500000011200000000100140000%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0301200040700000000600000000%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0301200040700000000600000000%22)
javascript:fireNetisLink(%22ID:0301200040700000000600000000%22)
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A6%D7%93%D7%95%D7%A7%D7%99%D7%9D
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A4%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%9D
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9B%D7%AA%D7%91%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%93%D7%A9
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%9B%D7%AA%D7%91%D7%99_%D7%94%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%93%D7%A9
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%93%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D
http://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%94%D7%95%D7%9E%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%A1
http://he.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%D7%99%D7%95%D7%97%D7%A0%D7%9F_%D7%9B%D7%94%D7%9F_%D7%92%D7%93%D7%95%D7%9C&action=edit&redlink=1

N N270 2 P19 D19 XNOOIN

ANKI 7Y 1T MW A0 XALRIT 2 AN 20 12 YT NN9N DR QWY KALWNY 2NynY TR 'RITYA nwyni

17 AN 1NTRA 17 DX N72VW NNR N7V172010 T TRR 7120 T 72T [0 DY ANR AR D20 DD WK1

INJT [2 ANI* |20 1197 AR N2 N7 INNNIY TV DM NY7W NNY X7 NI9NIWD 17 1K 17 NIORWIT7 'XOT 2

112 N9 17 X

Mishnah Yadayim and Tosefta Parah describing R. Yohanan b. Zakkai in halakhic polemics with
Sadducees (relating to purity laws).
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Our Rabbis taught: ‘On the following days fasting, and on some of them also mourning, is forbidden:
...‘From the eighth of the same until the close of the Festival [of Passover], during which time the date
for the Feast of Weeks was re-established, fasting is forbidden’. For the Boethusians held that the Feast of
Weeks must always be on the day after the Sabbath. But R. Johanan b. Zakkai entered into discussion
with them saying, ‘Fools that you are! whence do you derive it’?...
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E. Yom Henef: The Fuller Story
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...'"From the eighth of the same until the close of the Festival [of Passover], during which time the date
for festival was re-established, fasting is forbidden’
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...the waving of the sheaf...on the Sabbath day to...except for the Sabbaths...to celebrate the memory
of...the confusion of blindness...which Anani[el] sho[we]d...and not the law of Moses.

Jubilees 6

32. And command thou the children of Israel that they observe the years according to this reckoning-three
hundred and sixty-four days, and (these) will constitute a complete year, and they will not disturb its time
from its days and from its feasts; for everything will fall out in them according to their testimony, and
they will not leave out any day nor disturb any feasts. 33. But if they do neglect and do not observe them
according to His commandment, then they will disturb all their seasons, and the years will be dislodged
from this (order) ...and they will neglect their ordinances. 34. And all the children of Israel will forget,
and will not find the path of the years, and will forget the new moons, and seasons, and sabbaths, and they
will go wrong as to all the order of the years. 35. For | know and from henceforth shall I declare it unto
thee, and it is not of my own devising; for the book (lieth) written before me, and on the heavenly tables
the division of days is ordained, lest they forget the feasts of the covenant and walk according to the feasts
of the Gentiles after their error and after their ignorance. 36. For there will be those who will assuredly
make observations of the moon--now (it) disturbeth the seasons and cometh in from year to year ten days
too soon...

S. Talmon, The Calendar of the Covenanters of the Judean Desert (1958)

No barrier appears to be more substantial and fraught with heavier consequences than differences in
calendar calculation...One may venture to say that the deviation from the calendar accepted by the
normative community was, for the Dead Sea sect...a sign and symbol of their disobedience towards the
contemporary public leadership of Judaism...Their opponents rightly interpreted this act as a
proclamation of a civil revolt.

Temple Scroll Sources (11QXVI1Iff.) and Chart
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On the twenty-first of the month is a Sabbath. On the twenty- second is the feast of oil
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The fifteenth day of this month there will be a ho[ly] assembly...It is the feast of leavened bread...a he-
]goat for a sin-offering...[ and it will atone for al]l the people of the assembly...this will be an eternal
[regu]lation for them...Afterwards, they shall offer the single ram, only once [in a year,] the day of the
sheaf-waving. You shall count off...seven complete Sabbaths from the day on which you fetch the
sheaf...and you shall fetch a new cereal-offering...it is [the feast if w]weeks...you [shall count off] for
yourselves...seven weeks....You shall count off fifty days and [y]ou [shall offer] new wine for the
libation...They shall rejoice on this d[ay]...From this day [you] shall count off...seven times seven
weeks. There will be forty-nine days...and you shall offer new oil from the dwelling places...

Qumran Festivals

Consecration of Priests begins Nisan1 (1/1)
Omer/Barley Festival Nisan 26 (1/26)
Wheat Festival Sivan 15 (3/15)
Wine Festival Av 15 (5/3)
Oil Festival Elul 22 (6/22)
Wood Festival begins Elul 23? (6/23?)
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A new offering is brought from fruit, not wine/oil
1:134 P71 N7 N7.2M 'Y
N7 RIT WK L10°12 7"0 21°7H 01071921 1192 MMDOY 2°9°1NK 1Y PNW 2NIPNY 72077 17T 03 O9IR 19 7Y
731 0171 01 932 1277 21070 770 Wik v N RIT AN Y1 O 9 DR 2011 10,0009 NVTY Naws
(PYI2VYY 1R 7""0) DOPITEN
Prof. Jellinek suggests linking Omer counting to polemic between Pharisees and Saducees about its date

S. Zeitlin, “The Takkanot of Rabban Jochanan ben Zakkai,” JOR, LIV, p.296

The erroneous assumption (which I believe to be Saboraic) that R. Judah’s question referred to R.
Jochanan ben Zakkai’s takkana led to the change from anw permitted to mox prohibited. The original
reading was...Mn 1710 717 O XYW PPN wIpnn 02 anwn. After the destruction of the Temple R.
Jochanan ben Zakkai instituted a takkana that eating the fruit of the new harvest is permitted the entire
day of waving.

Yigal Yadin, The Temple Scroll, p.100

The Nestorians (an Eastern Syriac Church) celebrate five ‘fifty-day festivals: from the seventh Sunday
before Easter to Easter; from Easter to Pentecost; from Pentecost to the Feast of the Twelve Apostles;
from that feast to the Feast of Summer; and from Summer to the Feast of Elijah.

John

18: *®Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They
themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the
Passover.



19: ®*When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place
called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. “*Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover;
and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’...

%But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. *Instead,
one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. **(He who saw
this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.)
%These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his bones shall be broken.’
Eusebius, Church History, Chapters 23-24 (2™ Century CE)

Chapter XXIIl.—The Question then agitated concerning the Passover. 1. A question of no small
importance arose at that time. For the parishes of all Asia, as from an older tradition, held that the
fourteenth day of the moon, on which day the Jews were commanded to sacrifice the lamb, should be
observed as the feast of the Saviour’s passover. It was therefore necessary to end their fast on that day,
whatever day of the week it should happen to be. But it was not the custom of the churches in the rest of
the world to end it at this time, as they observed the practice which, from apostolic tradition, has prevailed
to the present time, of terminating the fast on no other day than on that of the resurrection of our Saviour.
2. Synods and assemblies of bishops were held on this account, and all, with one consent, through mutual
correspondence drew up an ecclesiastical decree, that the mystery of the resurrection of the Lord should
be celebrated on no other but the Lord’s day, and that we should observe the close of the paschal fast on
this day only...

Chapter XXIV.—The Disagreement in Asia. 1. But the bishops of Asia, led by Polycrates, decided to
hold to the old custom handed down to them. He himself, in a letter which he addressed to Victor and the
church of Rome...2-6. “We observe the exact day; neither adding, nor taking away. For in Asia also great
lights have fallen asleep, which shall rise again on the day of the Lord’s coming, when he shall come with
glory from heaven, and shall seek out all the saints. Among these are Philip...and, moreover, John, who
was both a witness and a teacher, who reclined upon the bosom of the Lord, and, being a priest, wore the
sacerdotal plate. ...or Melito, the Eunuch who lived altogether in the Holy Spirit, and who lies in Sardis,
awaiting the episcopate from heaven, when he shall rise from the dead? All these observed the fourteenth
day of the passover according to the Gospel, deviating in no respect, but following the rule of faith

11-13. Among them was Irengus, who, sending letters in the name of the brethren in Gaul over whom he
presided, maintained that the mystery of the resurrection of the Lord should be observed only on the
Lord’s day. He fittingly admonishes Victor that he should not cut off whole churches of God which
observed the tradition of an ancient custom and after many other words he proceeds as follows: “For the
controversy is not only concerning the day, but also concerning the very manner of the fast. For some
think that they should fast one day, others two, yet others more; some, moreover, count their day as
consisting of forty hours day and night. And this variety in its observance has not originated in our time;
but long before in that of our ancestors. It is likely that they did not hold to strict accuracy, and thus
formed a custom for their posterity according to their own simplicity and peculiar mode. Yet all of these
lived none the less in peace, and we also live in peace with one another; and the disagreement in regard to
the fast confirms the agreement in the faith.” ...Neither could Anicetus persuade Polycarp not to
observe what he had always observed with John the disciple of our Lord, and the other apostles
with whom he had associated; neither could Polycarp persuade Anicetus to observe it, as he said
that he ought to follow the customs of the presbyters that had preceded him.

Eutychius of Constantinople, Sermo de Paschate et de Sacrosancta Eucharistia (6" Century CE)

But the offering of the sheaf that they performed on the sixteenth—this one that they offered up on behalf
of the salvation of the whole human ‘dough’ in accordance with the precept of the law—does not apply
any more. From this sixteenth (day) also began the computation of the weeks that led to Pentecost. For
when this sixteenth (day) began—a (day) which is always a Sunday, which also appears as the first one of
the following week—our Lord rose from the dead and offered up himself to God, the Father instead of the
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sheaf for the salvation of the whole human ‘dough’...Furthermore, there (is) no offering of the sheaf any
more, as the Lord offered up himself to God, the Father, instead of the sheaf. Likewise, there is no
counting of the weeks and no Pentecost according to the Law. However, another (Pentecost) reveals a

perfect knowledge by means of the coming of the Spirit. This one, we celebrate as the perfect coming of
the holy Spirit.
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