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Looking for Problems: Method and Meaning in Talmud Study

Rabbi Ethan Tucker

I The choice to focus on problems
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Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 84a
R. Shimon b. Lakish died and R. Yohanan was greatly distraught over him. The rabbis says: Who should

go to settle his mind? Let R. Elazar b. Pedat go, for his traditions are well-honed. He went and sat
before [R. Yohanan|. Whenever R. Yohanan said something, he would say to him: “Thete is a Tannaitic
teaching that supports you.” He said: You are a replacement for bar Lakisha? Batr Lakisha, whenever I
would say something, would attack me with 24 challenges and I would patry them with 24 resolutions,
and as a result, the teaching was broadened. But you say: “There is a Tannaitic teaching that suppotts
youl” Don’t I know that what I said was right?

II. Rewards—Intellectual Joy and Pleasure
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IIlI. Rewards—Reverence for those who came before

R. David Bigman, Edah Journal2:1 (2002), n9

Opponents of the academic method sometimes criticize it for showing distespect to haza/ and the
Talmud. I think the opposite. It is because of our reverence for the fannaip, amoraim, and the editors, that
we insist on understanding all of them. If they spoke up, they desetve to be heard and appreciated.

R. David Bigman, Edah Journal2:1 (2002), n10

Looking at Rashi as a commentator and not as the decisive read of evety line allows for an awateness of
the difficultdes in the text. If Rashi needed to smooth out the Talmud, that means that the Talmud itself
rough. Confronting that roughness enables the learner to uncover worlds of interpretive possibility and
to evaluate and appreciate the interpretive choices of Rashi and the other commentatots.

IV.  Rewards—Greater Self-Respect

a0 1128

MECHON HADAR
www.mechonhdar.org




810" repyuOyoIW MMM
YVAVH NOHDIW

TN




oYEn Nk

o mpn b b1 (h
Bpbpral (D paow) (3
Bnpw3 270 po PILT
S92 b3 781 (3 ABmanh
ol (106" tfp P
w7 .6 ohps MEpID
o oban o aph b
19 PIE (9,077 27
WEN @IE3 10 nhin £ (0
PRYT DD ADBDIR PY
1" panh Bepya *hhsn
P I -y BT A
“p (0 Libon 3@
20T p3pnT vp B

e
=i Bl Bn it

DA AR 70T KT L
N1 PAYRIT NK N
Wil NN VKT DR
Uy WK nwhaa
omi W o awn
DR N VT AR
2 kP W orwpn
T 2ot nwm

—hHI——

n7an nman
" pEb w1 e (B)
IR T pUvRD

S

2R MmN
mawn
“3 9k b Ao R
fupn bpepp 27 SEPI
BL R

—ae—

iR BEI
Tobn .mpneY jman
e2bpy w3 upd 3prn
mpad phn oy M
wpy BEOW amb
MUY o o
pen By .nobnn
cowe pbpene fan
fro ooy m ona
onfud ey mvopn
o0 gUp ™R ophaa
RECHEE R E T
rEY B Boon
B 2 b o B
e oe andon
T cowe hhyvpR
S PER THRY Y
onb cham T |7
£ mywe prd ohn
e hep bno prEve
mn s o ed
pEh smEe fndh b
=33 369 b 1obo by
.30 gw: apMed e
be o RMIB
Jou Tsph IR

PO PNT DD M 5on 3

qbnp PnE PR Y DDDD WD M) 62N Apduh
opw N PRy A PIIDY [ORD PhM o) opn M
ph7 o o3pd 1BdT 2D AT .DPIRR DTIERE BB DT
Hodh Spdppna whp B0 8 Prop BT DopEM B M

MIn P oY (oMED dab b
pDn o dnpd wy ope L@
owEn Spipppd w3 fop Y7 B
Pus ©h M dpdppn ph wohT
HT o) pody WAL O BhID
mnp »h ompd anivd vhNo
100 336 3 frpn hd 39 03 9
podon B vho £nd 2Y ph e
Top @ QR P OWE anpd
snb Hepn B proh hpas
DI poEn BY hinad oppph
oy oD ph PDDY pyvpn
ipba ow dE obupd ph MMy
Empd fd% Dhnw 230 bEhy s
537 op e ibm mpb g
o ohnbr 7 Swn whe
apipy Ao ap3 pad abn arh
pIpy  Snppy Rbpvp e 13
i3 6Y dsh o B B pipap
DLAY DHDP YHIDT My Aoy
apMIDE 12DM DAER HRE [ETD
onent hodh .odoby o) papw
ph yobod wps dpy  suM
b beph 93D pEMY dpYIp
937 6) B YA by by ohad
7307 DhOEY PED SEID AR
oy a7 hp Mok EnT Eph
o7EDT b) h DInhd pnd d3b
S chErn B da akham

oMb pEYBIM BHD o Jehp BEen AMD onspd apn
3 D73p0 pH oEn My AY pEW 3y PED a6 (n
20 Ipw AN LY B B3 D) PP o) oS o7 b dbpb
PRy DC pY bbb ol jbE p3 ph I Dy oD by 03
SEpm B0 MaEe 1abn B hn 539 I3pp 77Rp I3 (he
Y36 by abm MR pavn aow B TRd Dhns v
whn b7 7I6Y D5m3 v M B 397 Bon 1637 P SELY
127 250 13 Hrvp HA13 MO 1390 06 3N PHN 397 27ph A
7R qb dETp HAp7 Dph DEVIPT PIvT P by
mmpn 9hE7 Bop Bt pa pb w3 vnd whpm b
DD AT PD WP DEMD ER) PO 13 0w

oIpp

(o)}

TOW RINY K2R SN o

P bnEp PEX P A3
oMb B0 1D DER 35w

IPINSS e anm e 8 NSy
R DR N5 R N wpn 1w
DA NBShR TR D e S
NN 519 37 93 92 mEw K
men K5 e, R SR MR
oY NN oY MM tan N Rnme
B2 RS SaR nNmb RTR A PN
TR CWPOR 12 PEBY O AT R
DL NN RS ORMD RV aR
Strp NP ROZWY 15 imu ARTanY
Y31 DN AEY 27 AN N wdn b
TP SONDE PRMIE TR BN KD
TR 2T S WAn 13 N R PR
naa P 5w by Sanw v Sy o upb
S5y nom N M3 NN T TRMET N
DR 12 IR AN N1 AN YO AR
PN MW 12 1M AR MARY RNy
nOSY I RIPR D WRT NI 2 N
OVANY TP D TR WP WN N e
NP 0 Dwpn SRwr M v e
1P NDY NOR N3 wBRe e b
Ay 53 RSM Y 89 e N2
m-nv;:: DO NDR DWW
KoK

oPIv M B pyvpp
PovEn £9on7 639 Mph7

oY upp3 3h PINT DR
PPBED YU RMEDD DpIID

PN pp D03 AT Iwd

abnpy onsy ppmy 6D

mmv s 993 apy T

M3 a3 eR NIE v B

onpd onsed D pAND DN PIAP3 LD KT

Hmn 315% 33 93 93 pwapn »h
I DRILd SINE LHEN AT
Pnonm wbp wEn han
o) i MO pH IELR PHUDN3
DTEPE D1 o S Mog nhy
whophoamb Py 3 poonk
omn MY Ewm ohn phinh
Wb 3 o3 3 mhp ownT
wfr pp Wb B bnn
Ph e v3a d3h s pnow
WIEY pEMBE 5rph qihd pnd
[ B3E3 B OhMPE BUIE 7T

nEWD 1Y
sy

podon fop s g 25
» W wen
el Y T ECR A |
HER ]
modon hp mp 3 3b
bk mmab

——d
nEpn e

amwne von (h
Yop Rk [3inobne
A ol p1owvn
W R 3 rnvmRe
shoxt [1 :%hon A
$0RY IPYA KYT 0D

——r——

LT TR TS

|
I R. Yehoshua ben Zawz the son of the
I father-in-law of R. Meir testified in front -
I of Rebbe that R. Meir ate a leaf of a N
" vegetable in Beit She'an [without tithing]
f and Rebbe permitted all of Beit She'an

on this basis.

I as permissible?

His brothers and his father's house all

" combined to protest against him and said:
"The place the your fathers and your
fathers' fathers treated as forbidden

[to eat without tithing], you should treat

I He expounded to them this verse: "And he
i broke in pieces the brass serpent that Moeses
' had made..." Now is it possible that Asa*
' came along and did not destroy it, and

f:
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Yehoshofat came along and did_nat destroy
it? ls it not true that all the idols in the world
Hsa and Yehoshafat destroyed?
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But rather, his ancestors left something

wherehy he (Hizkiyahu) might distinguish

himself (literally: fence himself it / set
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"Many cities were conquered by those who

himself apart). So in my case, my
ancestors have left me room (a place)
whereby | might distinguish myself."
From this we leam that if a student of the
Sage says a matter of law that we do not
reject him... and others say that we do not
regard him as arrogant...

... But is not Beit She'an part of the land of
Israel?... [The one who asked this] forgot
what R. Shimon ben Elyakim taught in the
name of R. Elezar ben Prat who said it in
the name of R. Elezar ben Shamua:

came up from Egypt which we not
conquered by those who came up from

a
n

Bavel." And he is of the opinion that

K the first sanctity was sanctified only
2 for its time, whereas the second sanctity

"
13

was sanctified for its time and for all

Tr future time, and these cities were left
T .unsanctified so that the poor ma rely on.

o

na them during the Sabbatical year.
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And they stood under the mount (Ex. 19:17):

R. Abdimi b. Hama b. Hasa said: “This teaches that the Holy One, blessed be He, overturned the
mountain upon them like an [inverted] cask, and said to them, ‘If ye accept the Torah, tis well; if
not, there shall be your burial.””

R. Aha b. Jacob observed: “This furnishes a strong protest against the Torah.”

Said Raba, “Yet even so, they re-accepted it in the days of Ahasuerus, for it is written, ‘[the
Jews] confirmed, and took upon them [etc., Esther 9:27]’; [i.e.,] they confirmed what they had
accepted long before.”!
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The [above] text [stated]: Rab Judah reported in the name of Samuel: “Three thousand traditional
laws were forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses.” They said to Joshua: “Ask”; he
replied: “It is not in heaven™ (Deut. 30:12).” They [the Israelites] said to Samuel: “Ask”; he

' Translations taken from the Soncino translation in the Judaic Classics Library, obtained via the HUC-JIR Jewish
Studies Portal. At times, [’ve made changes for stylistic or other reasons.



replied: “[Scripture says:] ‘“These are the commandments,’ (Lev. 27:34/Num. 36:13), implying
[that since the promulgation of these commandments] no prophet has now the right to introduce
anything new.”

Said R. Isaac the Smith: “Also the law relating to a sin-offering whose owners have died

was forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses. They [the Israelites] said to Phinehas:
‘Ask;’ he replied to them: ‘It is not in heaven’ (Deut. 30:12). They said to Eleazar: ‘Ask.” He
replied: ‘These are the commandments,’ (Lev. 27:34/Num. 36:13), implying [that since the
promulgation of these commandments] no prophet has now the right to introduce anything new.”

Rab Judah reported in the name of Rab: “When Moses departed [this world] for the

Garden of Eden he said to Joshua: ‘Ask me concerning all the doubts you have.” He replied to
him: ‘My Master, have I ever left you for one hour and gone elsewhere? Did you not write
concerning me in the Torah: But his servant Joshua the son of Nun departed not out of the
tabernacle?’ (Ex. 33:11). Immediately the strength [of Moses] weakened and [Joshua] forgot
three hundred laws and there arose [in his mind] seven hundred doubts [concerning laws]. Then
all the Israelites rose up to kill him. The Holy One, blessed be He, then said to him [Joshua]: ‘It
is not possible to tell you. Go and occupy their attention in war, as it says: Now after the death of
Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spake; (Josh. 1:1) and it further says;
[Prepare you victuals for within three days, etc.] (Josh. 1:11).””

It has been taught: A thousand and seven hundred kal wahomer and gezerah shawah and
specifications of the Scribes were forgotten during the period of mourning for Moses. Said R.
Abbahu: “Nevertheless Othniel the son of Kenaz restored [these forgotten teachings] as a result
of his dialectics, as it says: ‘And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, took it; and he
gave him Achsah his daughter to wife’ (Josh. 15:17). And why was her name called Achsah?
Said R. Johanan: “Because whosoever saw her was angry with his wife.”



