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R. Abraham Isaac Kook (1865-1935), Latvia, Lithuania, Jerusalem
(trans. Ben Zion Bokser)
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My Heart Rages

My heart rages, like a boiling pot

Like a stormy sea

| aspire for the heights

For lofty visions Fed by divine lights

By souls hidden in the realms above

| will not be bound in chains

But | will bear a yoke

| am a servant of God, but not a slave of slaves
| am Filled with Love for God
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| am filled with love for God

| know that what | seek,

What | love

Cannot be called by a name

How can one designate by a name

That which is greater than all

Greater than the good

Greater than reality

Greater than existence

| love,

| say: | love

God

Light infinite abides

In the utterance of the name, in the invocation of God
And in all the names and designations

The human heart has conceived and spoken
When the soul soars upward

| cannot satisfy my soul

With the love sustained by the web of logic
Through the quest for light revealed by the world
By existence

As it parades itself before our eyes

Divine lights are born in our souls
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Many gods according to our perception
Before we know Him The One true God
In the fullness of His mystery  And before One

In the depths of His Truth
God is revealed -rdl

God reveals
Intimations of Himself
He commands and conquers all our being

The life of the universe

Wherever there is thought, feeling, will

Wherever there is refined, spiritual life

A light divine reigns, rules, conquers

Ignites brilliance, glories, glorifies, gives life, goes up

Through the clearness of the light HaHavaya / Existence

Reigns and dies; a limited sovereignty -rdl

From the world, from existence

The light eternal at times overpowers

We seek a purer light, more inward

More of the truth as it is itself, more power within inner essence
The light outruns the vessel -rdl
Thought soars beyond existence

The ordered world breaks down, the content cannot withstand
The vessels are broken -rdl
The kings are dead

The gods are dead

Their souls have departed

From firmament to tatters

The bodies lowered

To the world of separation

HaHavaya / Existence, she is curdled

Naked alone

Torn up scattered

Within her heaped up hidden and secret

Desire eternal for supernal light -rdl
In His eternal mercy

God left in the broken vessels residues of His light

In every life pulse, in every life substance -rdl

In all existence

There is a spark

A spark of a spark

Faint and fainter than faint

The inner light
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The light of God supreme

Builds and establishes

Assembles what is scattered

Perfects worlds without end

Orders and binds together

God'’s eternal realm is disclosed

Through the light unbounded within the soul
From God to the world

A new light is born

A light emanating from the splendor of God'’s face

Mists of Purity
(trans. rdl)

| am not able to distinguish absolutely between all that
which exists, except for a distinction of degrees.

Being, (HaHaVaYah) is revealed to me in its entire
scope from the smallest creation to a spiritual
manifestation full of might, greatness, splendor
crowned with the crown of wisdom, understanding and
knowledge. In its greatness it projects the eternity of all
eternities; its might which gathers together all
opposites projects the majesty of existence; its
splendor full of knowing sets the foundation for all,
making everything blossom — all souls, spirits, and life
forces, all movements and desires, wills and
agreements, all yearnings and excitements. It brings
them forth in full value into one gathering, a royal
order. HaShem Melech.

It is fitting to yearn to be attached to the entirety of
Klal Yisrael. And the more one will purify his thoughts
and actions so he will be able to be attached to the
greatest levels and to the smallest levels of the entirety
(Klal). But according to the minuteness and intensity of
judgments so will the attachment be less inclusive. And
the more one lacks attachment to the lowliest level, to
the same degree he will he lack attachment to the
greatest of all levels. The reason is that complete
wholeness means attachment with the complete
entirety (Klal) in every way and nuances that there is.
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The Moral Principles: Love
(trans. Ben Zion Bokser)
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1. The heart must be filled with love for all.

2. The love of all creation comes first, then comes the love
for all mankind, and then follows the love for the Jewish
people, in which all other loves are included, since it is the
destiny of the Jews to serve towards the perfection of all
things. All these loves are to be expressed in practical
action, by pursuing the welfare of those we are bidden to
love, and to seek their advancement. But the highest of all
loves is the love of God, which is love in its fullest
maturing. This love is not intended for any derivative
ends; when it fills the human heart, this itself spells man’s
greatest happiness.

3. One cannot but love God, and this sweet and
necessary love must engender as a practical
consequence an active love for everything in which we
perceive the light of God. One cannot but love the
Torah and the commandments, which are so intimately
linked to the goodness of God. One cannot but love
equity and righteousness, the benign order that
engenders good for all, which is firmly linked to the
reality of existence, and in which the heart envisions
excellence, that, because of its majesty and beauty, we
designate as the will of God. The divine will is manifest
in it, but it is greater than all this, and distinct from all
this, and it nourishes the soul of every living being with
delight beyond anything to which thought could reach.
And it is impossible not to be filled with love for every
creature, for the flow of the light of God shines in
everything, and everything discloses the pleasantness
of the Lord. “The mercy of the Lord fills the earth”
(Psalms 33:5).

10. Much effort is needed to broaden the love for
people the proper level, at which it must pervade life
to its fullest depth. This must be done in opposition
to the superficial view, which suggests itself initially
on the basis of inadequate study of the Torah and of
conventional morality, and where it would seem as
though there is a contradiction to such love, or, at
least, indifference to it. The highest level of love for
people is the love due the individual person; it must
embrace every single individual, regardless of
differences in views on religion, or differences of
race or climate. It is essential to understand the

DRisHA INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH EDUCATION

37 West G5th Street, 5th Floor ® New York, NY 10023
212.595.0307 owraror. Drisha.org

4|7

- WWW.PARDES.ORG.IL



’,—'%(? Pardes o110

Institute of Jewish Studies

N> ,0IWN 0NN DYDY

TINI DY9IX NIX TIND7 "WORY

NN 0017 'R NYT [yNn7 ,0N'NNIDN
DPNNAN NITIO 7Y N'WIIND NANRN
N2NK] N'WY W91 7V 71 D .nwyn?
NNIXN NANX 721N DTR NANKRINIMAN
NN7ITAI NNI7'EX [INAQ RWINNT
NNIAN ['YN-NNNXE . N'YYRn NNNN
NNIXD 71227 YINW nn 752 NIKYY
21227 yIn X0 DX 17'9K ,NTNIMN

N'D L, DRNI0EIYD TR

NO"N D'MIIAY D'RXIIN DDYNNNN
WOl DV ,"INNN 210N |12 797 N
.NINT NoXN 1TV
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mentalities of different nations and groupings, to
study their characteristics and life-styles in order to
know how to base our human love on foundations
that will readily translate themselves into action. It is
only a person rich in love for people and a love for
each individual person who can reach the love for his
own nation in its noblest dimension, spiritually and
practically. The narrow-mindedness that leads one
to view whatever is outside a particular nation, even
what is outside the Jewish people, as ugly and
defiling is a phase of the frightful darkness that
undermines altogether every effort to reach that
state of spiritual development whose dawn is
awaited by every sensitive spirit.

Orot HaTorah
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(trans. rdl)

Every word of Torah needs Derech Eretz to
proceed it. If reason and a natural directness
concur, it must come forward in a straight manner
through the heart with the assent of the pure will
natural to man, just as (the prohibitions of) theft,
immorality and (the need for) modesty is (learned
naturally) from the ant, the dove and the cat. How
much more is this true if it flows from an inner
self-understanding and from a spiritual intuition.
And if it is a matter which is above reason and
heart’s inclination, it too must pass through the
pipeline of Derech Eretz.

We might shut our ears from hearing the simple voice
of HaShem that calls out forcefully from all the gates of
natural light, the inheritance of every human. This
happens when we think the light of the Torah is found
only when it is torn away from the light of of life that
emerges into the world from the inner soulfulness of
the human in his glory. (If this is our belief) then we
don’t understand the value of Torah. Regarding such a
belief it is stated “A foolish people and not wise.” As
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Onkelus translates: “a people that has accepted the
Torah but has not become wise.”

The straight man must believe in his life. That is, he
should believe in the life of his self and that the feelings
which precede in a direct fashion from the core of his
soul are good and straight and that they lead him in a
straight path. The Torah must be a light unto his feet;
with it he shall see the place where error lies, for at
times the sould wanders into a pathless void. But the
steady stance must be that of soulful trust, bitachon
nafshi. The Israelite is obligated to believe that a divine
soul lodges within him, that his own essence is one
letter from within the Torah.

A precedence in time is necessary in all generations.
Natural morality, with the entire depth of its glory and
firm strength must first necessarily be established
within the soul. It must be a substratum for those great
influences that come from the strength of the Torah.
Just as Fear (of Heaven) is the root which precedes and
leads into Wisdom so is the natural moral sense the
root which precedes and leads into Fear and all of its
branches. This rule is operative within the individual
(Jew) and within the whole of the people (Israel) and
within all of humanity. And if there is, at times, a
necessity to bring the influence of the Torah without
the precedence of a purely of a purely rooted natural
moral sense — this can only be an emergency measure.
Life then must spin itself aright returning to its firm
order: the precedence of a wholesome natural morality
upon whole substratum can be built a corridor for
Torah and sublime Fear (of Heaven).

The Humanity of Israel
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(trans. rdl)

Knesset Israel (the people of Israel) is the microcosm of
all existence. This refers, in a worldly context, to
Israel’s material and spiritual dimensions — both its
saga and its faith. Israel’s history is the ideal
microcosm of universal history. There is no social
fluctuation among the peoples of the world that you
will not find its prototype in Israel. Its faith is the well-
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sifted essence as well as the influential source of the
good and the ideal of all faiths. In this sense, Israel’s
faith serves as a resource that reviews belief systems
with the goal of elevating their discourse so that all
may call in the Name of the Lord: your God, “the
Separate One of Israel,” shall be called the God of the
entire earth.”

Knesset Israel is the sublime revelation of the spirit within
human existence. One does not doubt that the
manifestations of life contained within the brain and the
heart are not to be found to a similar degree elsewhere in
the body. Identically, one cannot doubt — although a
sensitive soul and a thoughtful mind will marvel at —the
manifestations of life, wonders, miracles, prophecy, the
highest degree of divine inspiration, eternal hope, victory
over every obstacle, revealed in an exalted form within
Israel. Knesset Israel is the revelation of the arm of the
Lord within the world. His hand in existence, and His
participation within the development of nations. It is
intimately connected to all that is exalted, venerable, holy
and lofty within the entire physical and spiritual scope of
reality. It is impossible to think otherwise.

One cannot describe the nature of Knesset Yisrael
with specific limiting terms. It includes All and the All
is based on the yearning of its soul for God.

The essential desire to be good/Tov to All without
any limitation, whether in number of applications or
in the quality of the Tov — this is the inner core of
the soul of Knesset Yisrael, its inheritance and its
patrimony. The sense of Tov, according to its
greatness and depth, must be crowned with great
wisdom and serious heroism, in order to bring it into
its nuanced manifestation... Knesset Yisrael in the
depths of its Will is not separate from Divinity. It
wears the Divinity that is revealed in the general
world — God is good to all, His Mercy is upon all of
his creations. Tov is the secret of Redemption that
must come... connecting itself to Redemption. “”And
the Good in your eyes | have done’ — this is one who
connects Redemption to Prayer” (Brachot 10).
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