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A new religion — Yehuda amichai

4. 1 must always walk in the opposite direction to all
that is and has been so | feel that | live in Jerusalem
| walk opposite the pilgrim parades, in the old city

| feel the friction, | rub against them,

fell the texture of their clothes

smell their scents and hear their talk and song

they flitter by my cheeks like pretty clouds.
Sometimes | get entangled in a funeral procession
And come out on the other edge, towards the good
life, and sometimes

| am trapped in happy parades and I lift my hand
Like one swimming against the current, or a s saying
goodbye

Goodbye, go, you should go

And | to the other side, to my grief and my resting

| walk opposed to the longing and prayers

So that | may fell their warm breath on my face

And the buzz and rustling of the substance of prayer
and longing

And so, maybe a new religion is created. Like fire
from a rubbed match

And friction that causes electricity
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6. Mishna - Mas. Middoth Chapter 2

(Aanimn

ALL WHO ENTERED THE TEMPLE MOUNT ENTERED BY THE RIGHT AND WENT ROUND [TO
THE RIGHT] AND WENT OUT BY THE LEFT, SAVE FOR ONE TO WHOM SOMETHING
UNTOWARD HAD HAPPENED, WHO ENTERED AND WENT ROUND TO THE LEFT. [IF HE WAS
ASKED], WHY DO YOU GO ROUND TO THE LEFT, [AND HE ANSWERED] BECAUSE | AM A
MOURNER, [THEY SAID TO HIM], MAY HE WHO DWELLS IN THIS HOUSE COMFORT THEE. [IF
HE SAID] BECAUSE | AM EXCOMMUNICATED. [THEY SAID] MAY HE WHO DWELLS IN THIS
HOUSE INSPIRE THEM TO BEFRIEND THEE AGAIN. SO R. MEIR.
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8.The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and
political identity was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood, created cultural values of
national and universal significance and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.

After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout their Dispersion
and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political
freedom.

Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to
re-establish themselves in their ancient homeland. In recent decades they returned in their
masses. Pioneers, ma'pilim [(Hebrew) - immigrants coming to Eretz-Israel in defiance of
restrictive legislation] and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived the Hebrew language,
built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling its own economy and
culture, loving peace but knowing how to defend itself, bringing the blessings of progress to all the
country's inhabitants, and aspiring towards independent nationhood.
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