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Weep, Pray, Love:
Rachel in the Bible and Beyond
By Dena Weiss and Rabbi Avi Killip
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Bereishit 29:1-12;

1 Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the
land of the people of the east.

2 As he looked, he saw a well in the field and three
flocks of sheep lying there beside it; for out of that well
the flocks were watered. The stone on the well’s
mouth was large, '

3 and when all the flocks were gathered there, the
shepherds wouid roll the stone from the mouth of the
well, and water the sheep, and put the stone back in
its place on tha mouth of the wall,

4 Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where do you
come from?” They said, “We are from Haran.”

5 He said to them, “Do you know Laban son of
Nahor?” They said, “We do.”

6 He said to them, “Is it well with him?” “Yes,” they
replied, “and here is his daughter Rachel, coming with
the sheep.”

7 He said, “look, it is still broad daylight; it is not time
for the animals to be gathered together, Water the
sheep, and go, pasture them.”

8 But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are
gathered together, and the stone is rolled from the
mouth of the well; then we water the sheep.”

9 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came
with her father's sheep; for she kept them.

10 Now when Jacob saw Rachel, the daughter of his
mother’'s brother Laban, and the sheep of his mother's
brother Laban, Jacob went up and rofled the stone
from the well’s mouth, and watered the fiock of his
mother’s brother Laban.

11 Then Jacob kissed Rachel, and wept aloud.

12 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's
kinsman, and that he was Rebekah's son; and she
ran and told her father.

1/2

12X '09 ,0d P9 NN

0T DY TR 3y N (R)

INYTTY Y'Y 0YTMan] N2 W NIn) N ()
[JRD] DYTUD 7Y NIDD AR 12 DY DY
ST TR

9 7uN AND TN 1723 DY TR NRYTI90N (A)
CINRD DY [N WD] INED NN Y] A0
nn'Y

HINIY DA AN DR X9 DX Yy 0’7 N (7)
HWT BN N2 277NN DDYTD 007 N (D)
ina 00 Nt DITY aeT 7 oityn DY N (1)
IX¥nToY NN

12¥0 NIPR0 qQND DY x‘i 2iTa 0D Ty D Ry (r)
RINERFI N

117 n"mn 72 190N WIN TV 720 N7 0N (n)
JINYD TPYNL XA 'O U [y

2 NNT WY IN¥DTDY ANa 700 DBy 12T aTiy (0)
' NN DY

AN DY 127712 207NN Y DN WiNe 0 (1)

"9 UM [ARDTTIY 730 QY Wil ik 0 27 [Ny
AN DY 27 NN YL INaD

D RN N 00T AR R (R

NN DAY 1 N 1NN 1D YT 2 T ()
NN TARL YINE




pRGRY!

MECHON HADAR

iscussion Questions: .~

Bereishit 29:13-20 {trans. NRSV): - ' ' ' 2~a* ‘05,02 7D N'WNI

13 When Laban heard the news about his sister's son inm?':' YL INNNTD Ay unu TN |:1'? vy il (,1')
Jacab, he ran to meet him; he embraced him and TN 277 190" ina7a N i7mpwan irran
kissed him, and brought him to his house. Jacob told NN DT
Laban all these things, YN iny 2¢ RN MW Yy N 127 17 Nl ()
14 and Laban said to him, “Surely you are my bone o
and my flesh!” And he Stayed with him a month. NTAD 0IN IRTAYE ANN NRTID :J_I—'_u:'? |:}'3 AN (IU)
15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my ‘ ERURTND
kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? 07 MUY OY] NKY NYTAD DY N Y 129 (10)
Tell me, what shall your wages be?” ANNB N9Y INAFNY! AT 707 nin AR i ()
16 Now Laban had two daqghters; the name of the DI YW TN N 207NN Y a0y ()
elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was i T ) “M0RD AN Y03
Rachel. e fi
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17 Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful
and beautiful. -

18 Jacob loved Rachael; so he said, “I will serve you
seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”

19 Laban said, “It is better that | give her to you than
that | should give her to any other man; stay with me.”
20 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they
seemed to him but a few days because of the love he
had for her. _ o .

“had a 'éxperlence where tlme seema to shift? What L
make ___ttme feel s[ower’? What makes time ﬂy by’?

2 Jacob and Rachel are not the only characters in.:
- this story: ‘Who are: the other characters in the story -
~and -what_ are ‘their. roles'? What do Jacob. and . - L,
“'Rachel's lnteractlons W|th them teach us. about thelr S
characters’? o P AR IR
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