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Genesis 29:1-35
(1) Then Jacob went on his journey, and
came to the land of the children of the

east. (2) And he looked, and behold a well

in the field, and, lo, three flocks of sheep
lying there by it.— For out of that well
they watered the flocks. And the stone
upon the well’s mouth was great. (3) And
thither were all the flocks gathered; and
they rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, and watered the sheep, and put
the stone back upon the well’s mouth in
its place.— (4) And Jacob said unto them:
‘My brethren, whence are ye?’ And they
said: ‘Of Haran are we.’ (5) And he said
unto them: ‘Know ye Laban the son of
Nahor?’ And they said: ‘We know him.’
(6) And he said unto them: ‘Is it well with
him?> And they said: ‘It is well; and,
behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with
the sheep.” (7) And he said: ‘Lo, it is yet
high day, neither is it time that the cattle
should be gathered together; water ye the
sheep, and go and feed them.” (8) And
they said: “We cannot, until all the flocks
be gathered together, and they roll the
stone from the well’s mouth; then we
water the sheep.’ (9) While he was yet
speaking with them, Rachel came with
her father’s sheep; for she tended them.
(10) And it came to pass, when Jacob saw
Rachel the daughter of Laban his
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mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban
his mother’s brother, that Jacob went
near, and rolled the stone from the well’s
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban
his mother’s brother. (11) And Jacob
kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice,
and wept, (12) And Jacob told Rachel that
he was her father’s brother, and that he
was Rebekah’s son; and she ran and told
her father. (13) And it came to pass, when
Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and
embraced him, and kissed him, and
brought him to his house. And he told
Laban all these things. (14) And I.aban
said to him: ‘Surely thou art my bone and
my flesh.” And he abode with him the
space of a month. (15) And Laban said
unto Jacob: ‘Because thou art my brother,
shouldest thou therefore serve me for
nought? tell me, what shall thy wages
be?’ (16) Now Laban had two daughters:
the name of the elder was Leah, and the
name of the younger was Rachel. (17)
And Leah’s eyes were weak; but Rachel
was of beautiful form and fair to look
upon, (18) And Jacob loved Rachel; and
he said: ‘I will serve thee seven years for
Rachel thy younger daughter.” (19) And
Laban said: ‘It is better that I give her to
thee, than that I should give her to
another man; abide with me.” (20) And
Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and
they seemed unto him but a few days, for
the love he had to her. (21) And Jacob
said unto Laban: ‘Give me my wife, for
my days are filled, that I may go in unto
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her.” (22) And Laban gathered together all
the men of the place, and made a feast.
(23) And it came to pass in the evening,
that he took Leah his daughter, and
brought her to him; and he went in unto
her. (24) And Laban gave Zilpah his
handmaid unto his daughter Leah for a
handmaid. (25) And it came to pass in the
morning that, behold, it was Leah; and he
said to Laban: ‘“What is this thou hast
done unto me? did not I serve with thee
for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou
beguiled me?’ (26) And Laban said: ‘It is
not so done in our place, to give the
younger before the first-born. (27) Fulfil
the week of this one, and we will give
thee the other also for the service which
thou shalt serve with me yet seven other
years.” (28) And Jacob did so, and
fulfilled her week; and he gave him
Rachel his daughter to wife. (29) And
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah
his handmaid to be her handmaid. (30)
And he went in also unto Rachel, and he
loved Rachel more than Leah, and served
with him yet seven other years. (31) And
the LORD saw that Leah was hated, and
he opened her womb; but Rachel was
barren. (32) And Leah conceived, and
bore a son, and she called his name
Reuben; for she said: ‘Because the
LORD ahath looked upon my affliction;
for now my husband will love me.’ (33)
And she conceived again, and bore a son;
and said: ‘Because the LORD hath heard
that I am hated, He hath therefore given
me this son also.” And she called his
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name Simeon. (34) And she conceived
again, and bore a son; and said: ‘Now this
time will my husband be djoined unto
me, because] have borne him three sons.’
Therefore was his name called Levi. (35)
And she conceived again, and bore a son;
and she said: “This time will I epraise the
LLORD.’ Therefore she called his name
Judah; and she left off bearing.

Bereishit Rabbah 70:16

.AND LEAH'S EYES WERE
WEAK-RAKKOTH . R. Johanan's amora
translated this before him: And Leah's
eyes were [naturally] weak. Said he to
him: Your mothet's eyes were weak! But
what does rakkoth mean? That they had
grown weak through weeping, for
[people used to say]: This was the
arrangement; the elder daughter [Leah] is
for the elder son [Esau], and the younger
daughter [Rachel] for the younger son
[Jacob], while she used to weep and pray,
May it be Thy will that I do not fall to the
lot of that wicked man. R. Huna said:
Grreat is prayer, that it annulled the
decree.5 and she even took precedence of
her sister.

Bereishit Rabbah 71:2

...The Lord upholdeth all that fall (Ps.
CXLV, 14)-viz. childless women who fall
[i.e. are disgraced] in their own homes;
And raiseth up all those that are bowed
down (ib.): as soon as God visits them

1
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with children, they are raised up. The
proof is that L.eah was hated in her house,
yet when the Holy One, blessed be He,
visited her, she was raised up. Thus it is
written, AND THE LORD SAW THAT
LEAH WAS HATED, etc. AND THE
LORD SAW THAT LEAH WAS
HATED. This means that she acted like
those who are hated. [Another
interpretation]: She was bespoken for an
cnemy, for such was the arrangement,
that the elder son [Esau] should marry the
elder daughter [Leah], and the younger
son [Jacob] the younger daughter
[Rachel], but she wept and prayed, May it
be Thy will that I do not fall to the lot of
the wicked Esau. R. Huna said: Great is
prayer, that it annulled the decree;
moreover she took precedence of her
sister. [Another interpretation]: All hated
[i.e. abused] her: sea-travellers abused
her, land-travellers abused her, and even
the women behind the beams] abused
her, saying: ' This I.eah leads a double
life2: she pretends to be righteous, yet is
not so, for if she were righteous, would
she have deceived her sister!3 R. Judah b.
R. Simon and R. Hanan said in the name
of R. Samuel b. R. Isaac: When the
Patriarch Jacob saw how I.eah deceived
him by pretending to be her sister, he
determined to divorce her. But as soon as
the Holy One, blessed be He, visited her
with children he exclaimed, ' Shall I
divorce the mother of these children! *
Eventually he gave thanks for her, as it
says, And Israel bowed down [in
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Psalms 113:9
(9) Who maketh the barren woman to %127 DX N7 NIPY “WIN ()
dwell in her house As a joyful mother of T 'J" '1,?"7_"_”1?3&;

children. Hallelujah.

Psalms 104:16-17
(16) The trees of the LORD have their fill, X 1133‘? TIR PP XY wain (1)

The cedars of Lebanon, which He hath —790M 1190 0B AW WK () Y0
planted; (17) Wherein the birds make A0 134, 12+ OW W () TR
their nests; As for the stork, the fir-trees 02 073

are her house.
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Leah in the Zohar:

1. “If Jacob encountered a wife at the well, why didn’t he encounter
Leah, since she engendered all of those tribes? Because the blessed
Holy One did not want Jacob to couple with Leah openly, as it is
written: “In the morning, here, she was Leah! “(29:25)—until then it
was not revealed.” Zohar 1:153b Matt 2:354

2. “"Rabbi Yehudah said, “All her days, Leah would stand in the
crossroads and weep for Jacob, having heard that he was righteous,
and she prayed for him zealously, corresponding to what is written:
Leah’s eyes were weak (ibid., 17), as we have established—for she
rose early and lingered in the darkness, seeking on the crossroads,
whereas Rachel never ventured out. Consequently she (Leah)
deserved to be buried with him, whereas Rachel’s grave stands on the
crossroads, where she was buried, as is written: “As for me, when I
was returning from Paddan, Rachel dies alai, upon me (Genesis 48:7).
What is alai? Alai precisely: ‘on account of me!” In the land of Canaan
on the way—on account of me she dies along the way, because she
never ventured out for me like her sister.” Therefore Leah, who went
out and wept in the crossroads on account of Jacob, was worthy of
being buried with him. Rachel who did not want to go out and seek for
him—her grave is on the crossroads.” Zohar 1:223a Matt 3:338

3. "Come and See: lLeah gave birth to six sons and one daughter,
fittingly so, for six directions stand above her; there six and one
daughter through the mystery of Jubilee. Rachel gave birth to two
righteous ones, fittingly so, for Sabbatical dwells constantly between
two righteous ones, as it is written: The righteous will inherit the land
Genesis 37:29)—Righteous One above, righteous one below. From
Righteous One above, She obtains supernal water; from righteous one
below, female emits water toward male to consummate desire.
Righteous one on this side, righteous one on that side. Just as male
above dwells between two females, so female below dwells between
two righteous males. 1:153b Matt 356-7

4. Come and see: The trees of YHVH are sated, the cedars of Lebanon
that He planted (Psalms 104:16). Who is Lebanon? This has already
been established, this verse explained. “There birds build their nests;
the stork has her home in the junipers (104:17). Where? In Lebanon.
These two birds we have discussed in numerous places, from whom




numerous other birds disperse. However, these are supernal, issuing
from Lebanon concealed. Mystery of the word: Now Laban had two
daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, the name of the younger
was Rachel (Genesis 29:16). The stork has her home in the junipers—
in those six supernal sons, six directions of the world, as has been
said. Why is she called hasidah, a stork? Because this is the higher
world—though called female—when it expands, all goodness and
radiance issue. Since She is a hasidah, Hesed issues from Her,
primordial light, as is written: Elohim said, “let there be light.”
1:162b-163a Matt 2:408




